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. ADVERTISEMENT

TO THE CANDID READER.

THE following narrative is taken from the most au-
thentic sources that I could, practicably, obtain; and
is thought to be the most correct account of the Sabba-
tarians in America, that may be obtained in the present:
state of things. Itis well known, that the first English
inhabitants of America were of another denomination of
christians; and in their first settlements were not only
most numerous, but retained all power of a legislative |
nature in their own hands, and was zealous of their way
even to persecution of all other sects; (but let us cast
a veil over such conduct in christians)—consequently |
they had the controul of all the records, and all the sem-
inaries of learning in this country ; which circumstance '
together with the trouble all our forefathers had by the
convulsions in Europe in the time of Cromwell, &c.
with the conflicts with the native Indians, and doubtless
great neglect on the part of the Sabbatarians about keep-
ing and transmitting to-posterity their own affairs—all
conspire to render their history obscure.

Again; the present difficulties in church and state af-
fairs, generally the scarcity of cash, and the inattention,
illiberality and great neglect of some sections of the
community in forwarding the necessary information
timely, has made it impracticable for the author (who
has no leisure) to pay that attention by transcribing, in-
specting and correcting the work, he would been glad
to have done ;—which together with his own inability
may render the work incomplete. The most he can ex-~
pect is to make a plain, faithful beginning, and leave to
time and abler pens to make improvements, as leisure
may serve—and he trusts the candid inquirer after truth
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will be more intent for matters of fact, than elegance of
diction.

The method pursued in the book, will be, first, by an
introduction; secondly, by taking up the churches as
they were organized ; thirdly, general remarks, and if~
the limits of the book will admit, give some arguments,
on their distinguishing tenets, &c. The materials of
this History will be taken from the bible, and other his~
tories, manuscripts, and letters or written memoranduins
ancient and modern ; and from church records, (of which
notice will be given in the work) together with the au-
thor’s personal knowledge——as he has been intimately
scquainted with the affairs of the Sabbatarians for the
last forty years; and has visited nearly all the churches
in the Union, of that scct; and has had personal ac-
quaintance with, I believe, every ordained preacher,
now living, of their order; as also nearly all the clders
that have been living in that order for fifty years past.—
And being in part sensible of the responsibility of an
author, he is determined to be as accurate, as to matters
of fact related, as possible.

That it may meet the approbation of the great Judge
of all—and by divine Providence be, in some degree,
beneficial to the cause of Truth, and pure Religion a-
mong his fellow mortals—is the sincere wish, and fer-
vent prayer, of the public’s humble servant,

HENRY CLARKE.
Dirookfield, Feb.
27, 1811.




HISTORY, &c.

THE word Sabbatarian, appears to be a very appro-
priate term applied to those people who hold the sev-
enth day of the week as the Lord’s Sabbath. And whe-
ther that name was first assumed by the Seventh-day
Baptists, or was given them by their opponents, is to me
uncertain and immaterial. .

As the seventh day of the week is, in divine Revela-
tion so positively and abundantly commanded to be sanc-
tified as a Sabbath, by God himself ; and not the least
colour of a command from God, in all the scriptures,
for any other day of the week as a weekly sabbath; and
as baptism was expressly commanded by the divine Sav-
iour, and so abundantly confirmed and practised by scrip-
ture accounts, (of' which we shall say more hereafter, if
the Lord will) we as rational christians, have no objec-
tions to have such an appellation to distinguish our sect.
Believing we have the command of God, and the exam-
‘ple of our divine Saviour, as also his apostles and the
primitive christians, to support the principal doctrines
we profess ;—and was it not for the numerous persecu-
tions, and the corrupt practices and doctrines of profes-
sors of the christian religion, together with the tyranny
of princes, popes, &c. and the various convulsions that
have taken place in the world in church and state, in
such a length of time ; it is more than probable, that we,
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‘niiglhtt: wace® aregti!a!‘ ‘Succession, from our Saviour’s
days to thc present time, of our main doctrines and min-
istry. But such has been the fate of the christian sys-
tem, that by false Christs (as Mahomet and others) and
enthusiastic and fanatical leaders ; together with the
pride, arrogance and power of the popes, and tyranny of
princes ; and by connecting ecclesiastical and political
affairs together, in such a way as to destroy vital piety,
as is abundantly evident by Mosheim’s, and other histo-
1y, that it is now difficult for any one denomination of
christians to trace their succession, with certainty, from
ihe apostles’ days. However, it is evident, from Mo-
cheim and other historians, that a considerable portion
of christians have, at all times since the apostles’ days,
been in the observation of the §éventh day as a Sabbath.
VVitness the Abyssinian cliurch, and some others, that
are known of at this day ; who have not ever been, any
considcrable time, subject to the pope’s jurisdiction—
and yet retain the seventh day of the week for a Sabbath,

| us may be seen by several historians. [ Sec ke Abbe Mil-

| ¢ot’s General History, vol. 2.]

' As to the article Baptism, I oonclude there are few,
:f any, in the christian part of the world, but will own it

¢ of divine appointment ; and that'it has ever been prac-

tised by the most of professed christians from our Sav-

“our’s days, (however they may differ in sentiment about

ihe candidates to it, and the mode of performing it)—

and although it may be a matter of doubt, whether any
one of the christian sects now extant, retain all the chris-
iian rites and doctrines uncorrupt; and, if charity will

[ allow all sects to have some of them, as all mortals are

¥ imperfect in sentiment as well as practicey,—yet it must

'; b allowed, that those who come the nearest to the di-

i
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wine pattern, are the tightest. And if God is concerned
for his own honour, who alone has a right to institute
and command, and will punish man for disobedience and
for making void his law by their traditions, or vainly
think to worship him by teaching for doctrine the com-
mandments of men, &c.—how sheuld it concern souls,
to have a Thus saith the Lord for their faith and prac-
tice.

But leaving disputed points of divinity to the learned,
or to some future opportunity, let us attend more imme-
diately to the rise of the Seventh-day Baptists in North
America.

It is evident from Mr. Isaac Backus’ history of New-
England, {vol. }, page 53, &7¢.] that soon after the first
planting of Massachusetts, and as early as Feb. 5th,
1631, Mr. Roger Williams came from England to Amer-
ica ; that he was of good report as a godly and zealous
preacher; and had been some years employed in the
ministry in England. He preached at Plymeuth two or
three years; and also at S8alem abeut two years; where
he was ordained, (I conclude in the Congregational fel-
lowship) and not long after, was banished Massachu-.
setts territory, for holding or teaching, what then was
called Anabaptist sentiments. Mr. Williams then went te
what is now called Providence, and obtained lands of
the Indians, and became the founder of the state of
Rhodeisland. He also, it appears, received other white
settlers with himself; and was baptized in the year 1639
by a lay-man, as he could not obtain an administrator to
baptize by immersion, in America. And said Williams
was the constitutor of the first Baptist church in Ameri~
<2, and second in the British dominivns, ‘ .

%




As Mr. Backus has done ample justice to the memo»
ry of that pious and benevolent man, in his said History,
I shall leave him and observe, that by comparing Mr.
Backus’ History and Mr. Calender’s, which was written
long before his, as to the rise of the first Baptist church
in America, it appears to me that Mr. Williams did not
long have the lead in said first church; but rather that
Mr. John Clarke (whom I expect was a member with
Mr. Williams, and probably was baptized and ordained
by Mr. Williams) took the lead in said first Baptist
church, soon after it was constituted; as Mr. Calender
styles Mr. Clarke, the first pastor of the first Baptist
church in America, and they both agree that said church
was formed about-the year 1644. Andas I have not ob-
tained any satisfactory information, but that the gather-
ing of the Baptists at Providence and at Newport under
the care of Mr. John Clarke, were considered as
but one church, I shall consider them as such at the date
of the year 1644.

It also appears by Mr. Backus’ History [vol. 2, piage
397 that the said church divided on the principle of lay-
ing on of hands, about the year 1656~and William
Vaughan was their first leader—which I conclude was:
the rise of the six principal Baptists so called.

It also appears by Mr. Backus’ History [vol. 3, fage
233 &%¢.] compared with Mr. Calender’s Sermon, prea-
ched at Newport at the commencement of the year 1700
and Church Minutes, &c.—that Mr. Stephen Mumford

_ came over from England in the year 1664 ; and brought
the opinion with him, that the whole of the Ten Com-
mands, as they were delivered from mount Sinai, were
moral and immutable : and that it was the antichristian
i power which thought to change times and laws, that

|
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changed the Sabbath from the seventk to the first day of
the week. And that several members of the first church
in Newport embraced this sentiment; and (by Backus’
‘History) finally a separation took place, in Dec. 1671
when William Hiscox, Samuel Hubbard, Stephen Mum-
ford, Roger Baxter and three Sisters, joined in covenant
as a distinct church; and Mr. Hiscox was their first
pastor, &c.

Mr. Calender states that, about the year 1665 a num-
ber of the members of the church under Mr. J. Clarke,
removed to the new settlements at Westerly, among
whom Mr. John Crandall was a preacher and elder.—
They afterwards generally embraced the seventh-day
Sabbath. .

Mr: Backus says [vol 3, page 241] Mr. John Cran-
dall lived at Westerly before the separation tock place
on account of the Sabbath, as before stated, in 1671
that said Crandall was one of them that was imprisoned
at Boston, in 1651, Tor Baptist sentiments, &c.—that it
appears probable that those observers of the seventh-
day Sabbath, from the year 1664 to the year 1671, (in A-
merica) remained in the church with their first-day
brethren, In which time, I find mention made of seve-
-ral corresponding letters that passed between them and
the seventh-day Baptists in London.. Copies of several
.of them, I have now by me ; and much regret that the
limits of this book will not admit of more copious ex-
tracts from them ; as also that the correspondence has
not been renewed or kept up since the Ametican war.

It is evident by those letters, and by the several vol- ‘
umes published by the reverend and learned Joseph
Stennet, near one hundred years ago, that the numbers
of the Sabbatavians in England must have been quite nu- |
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merous and respectable ; and that some of their leaders
were in as great repute for learning and piety, as any
‘other denomination of christians.

But such is our present circumstance, that I can only
make some short extracts, &c. The earliest 1 have by
me, is dated Feb. 2d, 1668, and is from Dr. Edward Sten-
net of the seventh-day Baptist church, meeting in Bell
Lane London—and directed to the Sabbath-keepers in
Rhodeisland.....Extracts : ‘

¢ Dearly Beloved,

I rejoice in the Lord on your behalf, in that he hath
been graciously pleased to make known to you his holy
Sabbath, in such a day as this; when truth falleth in the
stréets and equity cannot enter. And with us we cam
scarcely find a man that is really willing to know, wheth-
er the Sabbath be a truth -or not—and those who have
the greatest parts, have the least anxiety to meddle with
it.” (too similar to American people now) « We have
passed through great oppesition for this truth sake, es-
pecially from, our brethren, which made the afliction
heavier. I dare not say how heavy, lest it should seem
incredible. .

% But the opposers of truth seem much withered;
and at present the opposition seems to be dying away~—
for Truth is strong. This spiritual fiery law will burn
up all those things that men do set before it: far was.
there ever any ceremonial law given us? This law was
given frem the mouth of God, in the care of so many
thousands—twrote on tables of stone with his own finger

~promised to be wrote on the tables of their hearts—

and confirmed by a miracle for the spaée-of forty ycars
in the wilderness. . The manna not keeping good any
day but the Sabbath, God gave them the bread of two
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days, because he gave them the Sabbath. But whatever
was gathered on the other days and kept until the next,
stank and was full of worms. And no ceremonial law
- had the penalty of death annexed to it, to be inflicted by
the magistrate, but the wilful profaner of the Sabbath
was to be put to death by the magistrate, as the wilful
murderer; which clearly proves it to be a moral law—
as may be seen Exodus, 16th chap. and elsewhere ; ¢ If
they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they
be persuaded though one rose from the dead.” Luk. xvi 31.
¢« Here is in England abeut nine or ten churches that
keep the Sabbath ; besides many scattered disciples, who
have been eminently preserved in this tottering day,
when many eminent churches have been shattered to
3 Rieccs.” ;
Sxtracts from a letter, dated 26th March, 1668, and
" signed in behalf of the church by elé¢ven members—
one of them, William Gibson.

¢ The church of Christ, meeting in Bell Lane, Lon- °
don, upon the Lord’s holy Sabbath; desiring to keep the
Commandments of God, and the testimonies of Jesug—
sendeth salutations to a remnant of the Lord’s Sabbath-
keepers, in or about Newport (R. I.) in New-England—
unfeignedly wishing all needful grace, truth and ho-
liness, may be multiplied  and increased in you more

and more unto the perfect day.—
¢ Beloved and precious Brethren, although unknown
to you by face, yet through grace trust we can call you
so: being affected by hearing of you by our beloved
brother Jchn Cowel; and the more when we perceive
the grace of God that is in you, by those choice and sa-
voury letters you sent him, which he communicated to
us : which, with his desire, hath encouraged us to.write



12

unto you at this time, desiring that you may be stedfast

and immovable, always abounding in the work of the-

Lord, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appear-

ance of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ—-
that in his day he will shew who is the blessed and only-

potentate, the king of kings and Lord of Lords. And
not only so, but will also make- manifest, both who are
his, and what is his—that so his people may not through
antichristian darkness or mistake, call light darkness,
or darkness light; which evil is too much practised in
the present day. '

“So then It will be out of doubt, those vain objections

of no Sabbath or a seventh part of time, we shall then
see that the ark wherein were the table laws only, will
be there ; the Lord will then make manifest tlfat princi-
ples and precepts will stand together in a gospel "Burch
state.”” &ec.

Copy of a letter from Peter Chamberlam, senior, Doc-.

tor of both Universities, and first elect Physician in or-
dinary to his Majesty’s person—Dated Sept. 15th, 1677,
and addressed to the Governors of New-England:

¢« Peter Chamberlain, a servant of the word of God

to the excellent and noble Governors of New-England,-
grace, mercy, peace and truth from God our Father, and

from our Lord Jesus Christ :—
« Most noble Governors, I humbly salute you in our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ: praying for you, that

~ you may abound in heavenly grace and temporal com-

forts. I bave-always had a love to the intended purity,
and unspotted doctrine of New-England—for Mr. Cot-
ton was of the same University of Emanuel in Cam-
bridge that I was, and several others, ‘with whom we
were all cotemporary; and I never knew them but of a




13

holy conversation. I was also acquainted with several
others ; all of whom have a share in the foundation of
your government.—But, certainly, the first intentions
were, never to deter the truths of scripture, and liberty
of conscience guided thereby ; but to suppress sin and
idolatry, and prevent all the advances of Rome, to whom
all thingsare lawful, and especially lies and hypocrisy,
to promote their most damnable doctrines, and cavetous
supremacy.

«Tt is great wisdom to suppress sin, but not oppress
the liberty of a good conscience ; and while men grant
liberty of conscience, not to admit liberty of sin. All ma-
gistrates have not attained to this wisdom; else Eng-
land would long since been freed from Popery. « What-
soever is against the Ten Commandments, is sin.” Rom.
iil. 20. “and he that sinneth in one point, is guilty of al;
because he that spake ene word of them, spake ail, and
added no more :”~while Moses and Solomon do so
much caution men against adding to, or taking from,
Deut. iv. 2. and so doth the beloved apostle in Rev. xxii.
12, 19. What shall we say then, of those who take away
those ten words, or of those that make them void, and
teach men so, dare give the lie to Jehovah, aiid make Je-
sys Christ not only the breaker of the law, but the very
author of sin in others causing them to break them.—
Hath not the little horn played its part hastily in this,
and worn out the saints of the Most High, so that they
become like little horned men?

« If you are pleased to enquire about these things, or
to require any assistance or information ; be pleased, by
your letters, to command it. From your humble ser-
vant in the Lord Jesus Christ,

PETER CHAMBERLAIN.”
- B
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1 have now by me, another letter from Dr. Chamber-
Iain, sent to Governor Breadstreet of Boston, much on
the same subject—Also, several other letters, written
about that time, by Mr. Joseph Davis, in England ; and
a church letter from a Sabbatarian church in East Smith-
field, London: together with lengthy memorandums
and letters, written by Mr. Samuel Hubbard of New-
port, relative to the affairs in church and state, about the
time of the establishment of the first seventh-day Baptist
church in America: but as most of them relate to the lov-
ing exhortations, cautions and advice, mutually given to
each other in their correspondence ; as also, their reso-
lutions, and feelings of their minds ; together with ac-
counts of their sufferings and persecutions from other
denominations of christians in power, (which no doubt
are true, yet I think had better be forgotten—as it dis-
graces the christian name, and it is hoped the like will
never take place again) I think it inexpedient to pub-
lish them :—hoping to fill the limits of this book with
matters I conceive of more real advantage to the peace
of society, the cause of God, and the souls of men.

It is quite observable, and the candid and judicious of
all denominations of christians will notice it, that pure
religion ever has been liable to suffer from two main
sources; viz. the pride, power, and wisdom of man ;e
and from the ignorance, superstition, and enthusiasm of
man.—No doubt the devil may assist both, all in his
power.~The first is manifest by over-rating human lite-
rature ; the other by under valuing it: the first, gain on
the passions of the young, the wealthy, and best inform-
ed ; the latter, on the poor, decripid, and aged that are
illiterate—~And, on close inspection, we may see that
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both have nearly one and the same fountain to rise from,
even an evil, deceitful, carnal, sclfish mind, that is not
subject to the law of God; for where either have ob-
tained numbers and power, they have, generally, perse-
cuted their opponents. Witness, the bible account, and
all ecclesiastical history. What a blessing it is, there-
fore, that God, in his word of divine Revelation, has
madeplain the duty and privileges of man, in the various
concerns of life ; that we might have a pole-star to steer
by—even his law and gospel ; which appear as insepa-
rably connected together, to exhibit the character of
God, and the acccuntability of man,—as the soul and
body of man, to make a living creature. But if we
leave that standard of divine truth, and follow our own
vain conceit, or man’s pretended revelation, when oppo-
sed to God’s written word ; alas, where shall we comec
out ! :

‘When we contemplate the causes of divisions in the
church, generally, since the apostles’ days, we find that
the dissenters have alledged, as justification, either some
new revelation, or some corruption in doctrines or man-
ners, of the bible doctrines ; some additions, or neglect
of due obsérvations of divinc commands or institutions :
and " (excepting the name of God, and of Jesus Christ)
what cause can be less justifiable, than a wilful breach
of God’s positive law ; which, like himself, is immuta-
ble in its nature—~For by the same rule that we may dis-
pense with one precept, we may with all of them.

1 see not but that the Sabbatarians have as fair ground
for pleading justification in their separation from the
other Baptists, as any sect extant can have. Let us see:
The church of Rome claims immediate descent from
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the apostles, and the succession in the ministry ; as also
jurisdiction over all christian churches, to make laws
for their faith, manners, &c.—~and she brands dissenters
from her, as hereticks ; and has often persecuted such
with fire and sword, in order to reclaim them, or extir-
pate them from off the earth.—But this she could not
have done, if it bad not been for connecting church pow-
cr with secular force, and assuming all power on earth.
Martin Luther, being assisted by several powerful prin-
ces, separates from the Romish church; and, in justifie
cation, protests against a number of her corruptions in
doctrines, practice, power, &c.-—~But how many errors
did he still bring out with him and retain! A Protest«
ant church and churches, are soan established; and in
many countries by law too ¢ and one thing they appear
generally to be agreed in; viz.—to call the Romish
church Babylon, the Mother of lzarléta, &c. But let us
remember, that God does not always call things by the
same name that man docs. The Puritans, Presbyteri-
ans and Congregationalists, separate on account of er-
rors in Episcopal, or Chureh government ; and they, it
seems, must have civil law to support their sentiments :
and where that is the case, I know of no instance,.where-
in some degree of persecution has not been apparent.
But if Luther was gospelly or legally qualified to ad-
minister the ordinances, and to ordain elders, presbyters
or bishops ; and those that dissented from him down to
the Puritans in North America, were also legally autho-
rised in the ministry, (of which I have no doubt) surely

" Mr. Williams was regularly ordained and baptized ac-
. cording to their order ; and was as capable to adminis.

é ter and ordain, as any other presbyter or bishop. His
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being baptized by immersion, by a lagy-man—or even if
fie had plunged Aimself; could not invalidate his infant
baptism : and if he ever was qualified in a-gospel or lc-
gal manner to baptize—surely he still retained such
qualification, and had an undoubted right to baptize oth-
ers by way of plunging or immersion ;—as all agree
that such was the mode practised by John on our Sav-
iour, the apostles, &c. As he was banished by his breth-
r'en, not for any immeorality, but merely for his religious
sentiments, it could not *affect his gospel authority, at
least any more than Luther’s; or than those that came
off from him, were affected by the pope’s anathemas &c.

So then, the Baptists can demonstrate as regular suc-
cession in the ministry, as to ordination and baptism, e-
ven from the apostles’ days, as any Protestant church or
sect whatever. -And it may seem as strange, for an es-
tablished Sabbatarian to get along with, or fellowship,
externally, a first-day member of the other Baptist order,
as it is for them to fellowship the Pedobaptist; or for a-
ny to fellowship those that hold the doctrine “of Tran=
substantiation, &c. or fellowship the church of Rome in
many of her errors.

Man cannot possess, enjoy, and practise truth, without
being sincere ; but sincerity does net make truth—as
truth is a property, and constituting attribute of God.—
Now if sincerity is to be the criterion of christians’ ex-
ternal fellowship, where shall we put the period ;—for
charity may admit, at least, some of the Romish church,
.and even the Mahometans, to be as sincere, in their way
as any other people.

Whether the alledged cause of separation, will be
justifiable at the bar of God, is a matter that each sect

B2
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of christians, in my opinion, is responsible for—~But as Y
purpose, if the Lord pleases, to say more on this subject
in another part of this work, I shall pass over it at pres-
ent.

Where the Sabbatarians in England came from,
or who was their founder, or whether Mr. Stephen Mum-
ford was an ordained minister of that order, when he
first came over, are guestions I am not authorised to
solve with certainty. By way of summary, we find that
the Baptists in America, secpamted from the Pcdobap-
tists, principally, on account of the candidates of bap-
tism, and the mode of performing it. About the year
1644, they had formed a regular gospel church, and the
Sabbatarians or Seventh-day Baptists separated from
them, chicfly, on account of the Seventh-day Sabbath,
and became a regular gospel church in the year 1671—
first composed of seven members; viz. William His-
COX, their elder, and Stephen Mumford, Samuel Hub-
bard, Roger Baster, and three Sisters.

But let none despise the few in number, since we read
in the good book, that ¢ many go in at the wide gate and
broad way which leadeth to destruction, when but few
find the straight gate and narrow way to life.” It is
somewhat difficult, for want of authentic records, to as-
certain whethér those seven members that entered into
covenant, as above stated, all lived in Newport, (R.1.)
at the time of said separation, or elsewhere. However,
it is evident from the accounts of Mr. Backus and Mr.
Huybbard, and from church memorandum, &c, that all
the Seventh-day Baptists in America were considered
as forming but one distinct church, until the year 1700.
Their principal places of residence were Newport, and
‘Westerly (now called), Hopkinton and New London.
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Mr. Hubbard wrote to his friend in Jamaica, 1678, and
says, “Our numbers here, are 20; at Westerly, 7; and
at New London, 10.”—Backus. It also appears, by Mr.
Hubbard’s Diary, that several members came off from
Mr. Clarke’s church, as also new converts joined them
before 1678—And it is clear, both by the records of New-
port church, and by that of Westerly, or Hopkinton, that
several ordaincd ministers resided at these diffcrent pla-
ces, that were considered as belonging to that one church
both previous to, and even after the amicable dismission
of those brethren at Westerly, from their Sabbatarian
brethren at Newport, in the year 1708—And in our ac-
count of the several churches. of this order, from the
time of their organization to the present day, I shall
consider Newport (R. I.) church as the oldest church of
the Sabbatarian order, and as the third Baptist church in
America.



NEWPORT (R.1.) CHURCH

WAS constituted or organized, by Mr. Hubbard’s ac-
count in October, 1671. First number, seven members.
Their first pastor was William Hiscox~He died, May
24th, 1704, in the 66th year of his age. Their second
elder was William Gibsen, from Londen. Whether Mr.
Gibson received his ordination at London, er in Ameri-
ca, is not ascertained.—He died, March 12, 1717, £t. 79.
Their next, or third elder, appears to be Joseph Cran-
dall, who was ordained, May 8, 1715, and was a coll-
eague with elder Gibson for two years, and then took
the lead in said church.—He died, Sept. 13, 1737.

It appears, by the church records of Hopkinton, that
Joseph Maxson was chosen to the office of an evangelist
or travelling preacher, at Westerly, the 17th of Septem-
ber, 1732 ; and also, by a vote of the church at Newport.
He was ordained at Newport, Oct. 8, 1732, to serve both
churches—and died, Sept. 1748, in the 78th year of his
age. And, it appears, that Thomas Hiscox was also or-
dained at Newport, by the joint vete of both churches,
as a travelling preacher, at the same time elder Joseph
Maxson was ; and that elder Hiscox took the lead in the
church at Westerly, 1750; and that elder Hiscox died,
May 20, 1773, Et. 77.

There was also, one or two elders, by the name of
Peckham, who officiated as ministers in the Sabbatarian
order, about this time : but I find no regular account of
what church they belonged to, or when they died. One
of them I well remember, when I was young.
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Elder John Maxson was their next pastor, from the
year 1754, until his death, March 2, 1778. I well re-
member elder Maxson, of this church, to be a man much
esteemed by all, as a pious, godly man, and an able prea.
cher.

Mr. Ebenezer David, who was converted in Provi-
dence College and took his first degree there 1772, was
admitted a member of this church, Sept. 12, 1770, and
called by the church, to the improvement of his gift,
Sept. 19, 1778; and he was ordained, May 31, 1775. He

" being a young man, and our churches then supplied with
preachers, he accepted the place of chaplain in the A-
merican army ; where he was much esteemed—He died
in the army, near Philadelphia, March 19, 1778, in the
bloom of his days.

I was well acquainted with Mr. David ; and may safe-
ly say, that few young men can be found, more promis-
ing than he was.

The church at Newport, about this time, experienced
very heavy afllictions.—Their pastor’s death—about the
same time this youth died.—As the seat of war was there
their deacon, Mr. Tanner, a man much esteemed, with
Col. Bennet and 2 number of their principal members,
left the Island to be more secure from the. British, and
moved into different parts of the country, for refuge.——
None but those who have experienced the like, can sym=
pathize with them.

William Bliss (with whom I was intimately acquaint-
ed, as also his brother Henry Bliss, who was afterwards
" a Judge in the state; both, in their younger years, were
much inclined to Deism, but afterwards were substantial®
members of this church) was their next pastor. He.
was admitted a member of this chyrch, June 21, 1764,

s
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and called to the work of the ministry, Oct. 30, 1773,
and was ordained an evangelist, at Hopkinton, Dec. 7,
1779, and was installed the pastor of this church, Dec.
25, 1780. He continued their pastor until his death,
May 4, 1808, Kt. 81 years. He was a man of solid pie-
ty, judgment and information—~had a large library of
useful books, and made a good use of reading ; while he
much esteemed the soul-reviving influence of the spirit,
when corresponding with the written word. He careful-
ly avoided enthusiastic and superstitious notions; and as
a friend, in private conversation, I scarce cver knew his
equal. Mr. Backus, speaking of him, in his history, says
¢ he was so well esteemed by the Congregational minis-
ters, that he was frequently called upon to. supply their
place in their absence.” And I may add, it was also the
case with nearly all other denominations, as he was uni-
versally esteenied as a good preacher.

Arnold Bliss, son of the Etder, was admitted a mem-
ber of this church, July 22, 1786. He settled near Bed-
ford, (Mass.) and being zealous in the cause of religion,
made improvement of his talents, and received ministe-
rial ordination, Feb. 22, 1803, by his father, Elder Bliss,
and Elder Abraham Coon, Hopkinton, and still centinues.
his labours thereabouts. I expect he hasa stated meet-
ing on the SaBbath, but what numbers attend, is not as-
certained, as I have no account of late from them.

Henry Burdick, was admitted a member of this church
Jan. 30, 1802, and was called to the improvement of his
gift, Jan. 11, 1807, and received ministerial ordination,
Decc. 10, 1807, by Elders, William Bliss, Abram Coon,
and Arnold Bliss. He still continues their minister—a
pious, promising young man. Their present number,
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according to their church records, sent me, dated Dec.
1, 1809, is 87.

- T do not learn that this church has any church cove-
nant, or articles of faith, or discipline, other than the
scripture. As I know of no material difference in the
doctrines of all the churches of this order, they will
come more immediately under the head of our general
observations on Tenets, &c. '

Mr. Backus, speaking of this church ‘in his History,
observes : Mr. Thomas Ward, Esq. was a Baptist be-
fore he came out of Cromwell’s army, and was early a
member of this church; whose son, Richard Ward, was
governor of the statc (or then. colony) in the years
1741 and 1742 ; and that his son, Samuel Ward, was
governor in the years 1762 and 1765, and a member in
Congress in the years 1774 and 1775, where he died.—
Both of them were members of this church.—[vol. 3,
page 234.]

1 was well acquainted with Gov. Samuel Ward and all
his family ; having boarded at his house while a boy, and
went to school—and think Mr. Backus is correct.

This church, previous to the Revolutionary war, had
a number of members, respectable for their talents, l¢ar-
ning and abilities, and in eminent stations in the public
affairs of state. But the war scattered them, and death
has finally-deprived her of them, for this church has not
yet recovered the splendour it had before the war. Not-
wi!hstanding the long and fervent labours of Eld. Bliss,
there has been but small additions, and no remarkable
revivals, since the troubles of the war. The family of
Eld. Bliss, like many others is much scattered, in differ~
ent states of the Union. Perhaps he has been long sew-
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ing the seed of the word, for others to reap the fruits of
his labours.

And possibly, it may be owing to the spirit of infideli-
ty, that has appeared to gain so much in America, gene-
rally since the war : as it may be remarked both from
scripture and history, that those nations and cities, where
the glorious display of God’s divine Revelation; and
where eminent and numerous churches have been ded-
icated to the true God ; and where the gospel has had
great success=—are now very generally over-run with
Paganism, Mahometanism, or other false worship. And
if professed Christians, will neglect divine Revelation,
and introduce their imaginations, or will worshipin place
of God's sacred truth ; may we not well expect, God
will leave them to believe a lie————and so the dissolu-
tion of all things, or the end of the world, come when
they are not looking for such things. Such seems teo
have been the case in the old world, before the deluge ;
as also when the blessed Saviour first came : and when
he comes again, shall he find true faith on the earth, all
will have their gospel day; and if they know not the
things that belong to their peace, it may finally be hid
from their eyes.




HOPKINTON (R. L) CHURCH.
]

IT is to be ohserved. that this church and the church
at Newport, were considered as but one church until the
year 1708. I shall, therefore, from the most correct ac-
count I have obtained, consider them to be regularly
constituted a distinct church, in sister relation with the
Sabbatarian church at Newport, in said year 1708 ; and
that elder John Maxson was their first minister, who
was ordained, Sept. 20, 1708. He died, Dec. 17, 1720,
in the 82d year of his age.

Elder Joseph Clarke, jr. was ordained, Oct. 21, 1712,
and died June 5, 1719. Elder John Maxsan, jr. was or-
dained, July 5, 1719, and died July, 1747, in the 81st year
of his age. It appears, their numbers at this time were
172, and not under hands, 34." Laying on of hands, is
practised generally, singing, in public worship; it is
commonly, and almost constantly practised.

Joseph Muxson, (as was related under the Newport
church) took the lead in this church, June 26, 1739.—
Thomas Hiscox (who was baptized in 1706, and fifteenth
year of his age) was chosen to the place of an evangecl-
ist or travelling minister, at Westerly, June 23, 1719.—
Aad again the choice was renewed Scpt. 17, 1732, and
referred to the church at Newport, who voted his ordi-
nation, Oct. 1st, and he was there ordained, Oct. 8,1732
(as related under Newport church) and took the lead in
this church, Oct. 7, 1750. He died May 20, 1773, in the
77th year of his age. I remember him well. He wag
called a man of great abilitiesas a preachtr; and very,
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universally esteemed as a godly, able minister of the
gospel. I understand he somctimes made use of notes
in preaching.

Deacon Thomas Clarke, was chosen assistant elder,
Oct. 2, 1750, and died Nov. 20, 1767, aged 82 year. He
was a very worthy, pious man. )

Joshua Clarke (his son) was called by the church to
the office of an elder, April 10, 1767, and accepted the
call April 20 1768, and was ordained in May 1768. He
died March 8, 1793, in the 77th year of his age. It is
justly due to his memory, that in his earlier years, he
sustained several important offiees in the town, and was
for a number of years a member of the Legislature of
the state ; as also a member of the corporation of the
college at Providence ; and while he was their minister,
the church had Jarge additions to their numbers, and
. were as united and orderly, as at any period of time.—

He travelled many journeys, on church business, &c. ~

John Davis was called to the work of the ministry,
Feb. 19, 1771, and ordained April 10, 1772. He after-
wards removed to Bristol in the state of Connecticut,
and became the pastor of the church there, as will be
stated in its proper place.

Deacon John Burdick of this church, was chosen to
the office of an elder, Dec. 22, 1772, and ordained, June
1774, and Sept 3, 1793 he was installed the pastor of

~this church, and continued his useful labours until his
death, Fcb. 28,1802. I was very intimately acquainted
with him; and it may truly be said, he was a pious, fer-
vent, faithful, cloquent and argumentative preacher of
the gospel.  This church had very great additions (I
think over 200 members in one year) and prosperity un-
der his ministry, As a citizen, ke was univcrsally res-




27

pected, and as a pastor to di¥%ipline the church. If he
had any failing, it was in bearing or forbearing too much.
He was incessant in his gospel labours, travelled much,
and assisted in organizing several churches, has visited
this®place once, and several times at Petersburgh in this
state, and in the Jerseys, and elsewhere. But whether
his flock has remuncrated his services according to gos-
pel requirement, is for them to judge. He died in the
70th year of his age. He preached much among other
denominations, and I am ready to think, that if there
was any woe against him, it must be because all spoke
~well of him. - - ‘o

Ifind by the church records of Hopkinton, that in
June 25, 1746, one John Davis was ordained at Wester-
ly by request of the brethren at Shrewsbury, East New-
Jersey ; and I have seen, and heard preach several times,
elder Jacob Davis—I expect of this church since the
late American war; and I understand, that church since
I saw clder Jacob Davis, generally removed into the re-
mote parts of the state of Virginia, where Eld. Davis
died. But what has become of that church, I am not a-
ble to ascertain with precision: as I have ro correct ac-
count of them, I shall not give thcm a place distinctly
in this narrative.

Ebenezer David and William Bliss were ordained in
this church, as stated under Newport church. 1Villiam
Coon was ordained at Hopkinton in this church May 20,
1783, and afterwards took charge of the church at Pe-
tersburgh (or Berlin) as will be stated in its place.

Nathan Rogers was ordained at Hopkinton, by request
of the brethren at New-London heck, an evangelist,
March 12, 1786. He travelled much in several states of
the Union, preached some t,ime in the church of Piscat-
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away, and in the year 17¥9 commenced membership
with the church at Berlin, where he preached occasion-
ally, and died June 30, 1806. He was a pious, exempla-
ry man, and of irreproachable character.

Decacon Henry Clarke and deacon Asa Coon, were
Loth ordained evangelists at Hopkinton, Sept. 3, 1793,
of which we shall say more in the proper place.

Elder Abraham Coon, their present leader, was cho-
sen by the church to the effice of evangelist Aug. 17,
1798, accepted the call on the 24th, and was ordained on
the 26th of the same month—The charge given by the
Rev. William Bliss of Newport, and by vote of this
church, took the lead, March 23, 1802. He is a preach-
er very universally admired for soundness of ideas, and
for eloquence of delivery, as well as for force of argu-
ment. He preaches abundantly among different denoms
inations, to their great satisfaction ; and his worth as a
leader in discipline is manifest, in that he has uniformly
been chosen moderator, in our general conferences for a
number of years. '

Matthew Stillman was ordained an associate with him
in the work of the ministry June 3, 1804, and is much
esteemed as an able, eloquent preacher of the gospel.

Their total number, as by the last correct return dated
Scpt 1809, was 765, of which 171 were absent in different
states of the Union.—Their officers were, Abram Coon
and Matthew Stillman, elders, Joseph Stillman, paniel
Babcock, Zacchgus Maxson, William Stillman, Wait
Clarke and Alpheus Burdick, deacons, and Joseph Pot-
ter and Zaccheus Maxson, clerks : they have, also, two
or three-approved or licensed brethren, who preach oc-
casionally.
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It may not be improper to observe that in the first di-
visions of this state, the western part was incorporated
into a town by the namne of Westerly, which then com-
prehended the towns of Hopkinton, Charlestown, &c.
that the Sabbatarians of this church live within the
bounds of those towns, generally, and towns adjacent;
but in Hopkinton is their main residence. There are
in this town three meeting-houses, (one of them the lar-
gest of this denomination) where they meet statedly for
public worship ; and their records and discipline is kept
at two of thtm. Query~In case they could be mutual-
ly agreed, would it not be far more convenient, for the
pastoral care and for discipline, for them to become two
distinct churches in sister relation? But such has been
“the affection of the people, together with the modesty,
<harity and prudence of their leaders, that they have nev-
er consented to a divisign ; and it remarkable, that for
more than one hundred years, there has never been any
material schism in this church. - About sixty years ago,
there was some appearance of a sehism; when one Jo-
seph Davis was the means of drawing off some few
members, and formed a church that goes by the names
-of Separates, Newtights, free or open Communicants, or
Catholic Baptists, &c.—and it might be well for all to see
if in such conduct, enthusiasm, superstition, fanaticism,

wor a zeal, not according to knowledge, had influence,
rather than solid judgment and the word of God.

Notwithstanding the above mentioned schism, and the
numerous amicable dismissions from this church to
form others, the numbers of this church is yet the most
numerous of any church, I believe, on this continent ;
and in the bosom of this church, have been raised ma-
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ny respectable characters: and almost all the first prea-
chers of the northern churches of this sect, had their
rise and ordination in this church, as will be seen, and
the genius and abilities of several of their preachers,
have evidently been such, that could they have had the
privilege of a liberal education, no doubt would have
been some of the brightest luminaries in the chnstum
world.

There are, also, now in this church, a number of dis-
tinguishable characters that fill eminent offices in the
state.—Their deacon, Daniel Babcock, has been, for the
Jast three years, chosen an assistant with the governor
of the state, in the upper house of their Legislature ;—
as also other members of this community, often sit in
the Legislature of the state, as well as fill offices of trust
in the militia, town, &c. Some have shown their genius
by being some of the most expert and forward weork~
men in the machinery of our-Manufactories, and some
have obtained patents_from Congress, for their inven~
tions, &c¢.

As a community, if they are not noted for scientific
literature, they may be for useful arts, and for steady ha-
bits of industry, husbandry, and orderly citizens. And
all will do well to remember, that perseverance and im~-
provement arc necessary : as also subjection to order,
and to God’s government, if we would be happy here in
a state of society, or hereafter meet the divine approba-
tion: Therefore to him that knoweth to do goed, and
doth it not, to him it is sin.



PISCATAWAY CHURCH.

THE third (or rather the second distinct) Sabbatari-
an church in America, was formed at Piscataway, Mid-
dlesex county, state of New-Jersey, by the following
circumstance :

In the year of our Lord 1700 or 1701, Edmund Dun-
ham, a leader in the first-day Baptist church of that
place, as I think, admonished Hezekiah Bonham for do-
ing servile labour on the first day of the week. Mr.
Bonham requested Mr. Dunham, to prove from scrip-

"ture, that the first day of the weck was holy, by divine
institution. This set Mr. Dunham on examining the
point ; the consequence was, his rejecting the first day
of the week, and embracing the seventh day of the week
as the holy Sabbath, and receiving the fourth command-
ment as moral and unchangeable. ’

In a shorttime seventeen sided with Mr. Dunham jee

‘and at length on the 19th day of August 1705, they chose
'Edmond Dunham to be their elder and overseer, accor-
‘ding to the will of God, and sent him to Westerly (R. I.)
to be ordained by prayer and laying on of hands of their
elder, William' Gibson, which was done the 8th day of
Sept. 1705. On the 29th day of December, 1706, they
chose Benjamin Martin to be their deacon ; who was or-
dained by prayer and laying on of hands of their elder,
Edmond Dunham.

In April 1707, they introduced and signed a special
church covenant, or articles of faith, discipline, &c. (but

b
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as those articles are not materially different from others
of this sect, and we may consider them under our gene-
ral remarks, shall wave them for the present) signed by
about tweanty persons. Ruling elders, and christian
rites, are also admitted into this church. EId. Dunham
continued, their leader until his’ death, March 7, 1734, in
the 73d year of his age. :

Mr. Dunham was an Engllsbman, and one of the first
settlers in Piscataway, as his name is on the town record
date 1681, he is well spoken of, and is considered as the
father of this church, which included all the seventh-
day Baptists in this state for thirty yea,rs—taken from
their church recards, sent me. It is thought to be too
voluminous for the limits of this book to mention all the
‘deacons’ names, and several other matters contained in
their account.

. They met for public worship in private houses, until
the year 1736 ; then they built 2 meeting house on a lot
of one acre of land, the donation of Jonathan Fitz Ran-
dolph.

In 1737, a number of the members of this church
were amicably dismissed to form a church in sister rela-
tion, at Cohansey, as will be noticed. Other members
since, from time to time, have been dismissed, and re-
moved into the interior of our western country, and for-
med churches there.

Jonathan Dunham, son of the Rev. Edmond Dunham,
succeeded his father in the ministry. He was first cho-
sen and ordained a deacon, Noy. 1734, and preached as a
licentiate for some years; and was ordained pastor of
this church in 1745. He contipued their pastor until
March 11, 1777, when he died of the small pox, in the
86th ycar of his agem-having sustained a good charac-
ter.
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. About 1770, Jonathan Jarmam came to this churcl},
alicentiate from Cohansey church; and in 1772, he was

' ordained an assistant to elder Jonathan Dunham ; but he
went from this place, in 1776, to French Creek in the
state of Pennsylvania.

This church, after the death of Eider Dunham, was a
number of ycars without a pastor; but was visited oce
casionally by preachers, and some ot the first-day Bap-
tists preached statedly with them once in two weeks, for
several years. This church, also, had sore troublcs a-
bout this time, by being near the seat of war, and in the
vicinity of the ravages of the British army.

But, about the 18t of June, 1786, elder Nathan Rogers
came here from New-London, and in the course of that

. summer and autumn, there was a remarkable revival in
religion in those parts, and sixty members were added
to their church under his ministry. In October of this
year, elders William Bliss and John Burdick, from the
state of Rhodeisland, visited this church; when elder
Elisha Gillet was ordained an evangelist preacher, by
them and said Eld. Rogers.

On Nov. 4, 1787, elder Nathan Rogers brought a let-
ter of dismission and commendation from the Sabbatari-
an church at New-London, (Connecticut) and gave hime
sclfy a member of this church, and tock the over-sight
thereof.

In January, 1788, this church and society, became in.
corporated a body politic, according to the law of the
state, and chose their trustees.

In the year 1789, said Eild. Gillet moved to Oyster-
Pond on Long-island ; and in 1791, he with others were
organized into a church in sister rclation, but he soon
proceeded to receive in, first-day members which divi-
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ded his church—and 1 believe that church is now ncarly
extinct.

In 1795 this church received elder Henry M ‘Lafferty
as a preacher, on equal footing with Eld. Rogers : and
in June 1797 Eld. Rogers obtained a letter of commen=
dation, to travel and join any church of the same faitlx
and order of this church, or to keep his standing. He
finally died at Petersburgh, as is stated under Hopkinton:
church.

In 1802 the society built a new meeting-house on the
lot where the old one stood, (where I met with our las€
general Conference) and itis a neat, well-finished meet~
ing-house, with a gallery, &c.

Elder M‘Lafferty continues their minister, and is quite
an entertaining preacher.  About thirty-five members
have been added under his ministry. Gideon Wooden
is licentiated to preach with him, and is a promising
young man of irreproachable character.

The times appointed to administer the Lord’s supper,
is quarterly. The sxxth day before communion, is set
apart as a day of fastmg and prayer. The first day in
every month is a church conference, to adjust the affairs
of the church; where all questions requiring a
vote, are decided by a majoriiy ; excepting choosing
church officers, which is done by casting lots, in case all
the church areniot agreed in one. They are in the prac-
tice of of having ruling elders and assistant deacons.

Their church officers, as stated in their return dated
1809, stand thus :e—

HENRY M'LAFFERTY, Elder and Pastor,
* GIDEON WOODEN, Licentiate.

DAVID DUNN, )
LEWIS TITSWORTH, & \Deacons
PHINEHAS DUNN,
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LEWIS TITSWORTH, &) o - -
JONATHAN MARTIN, }R“'"‘g Elders,

JOEL DUNN, Clerk. Total Numbers, 65.

The situation of this community, is truly pleasant—
An excellent soil, of level, fertile land, in a high state of
cujtivation ; about thirty miles from the city of N. York.
As a people, they appear to be much more wealthy than
their northern brethren. This church has produced sev-
eral eminent characters, that have filled respectable sta-
tions in the state—and still has a number of worthy and
respectable members ; with whom I have had some ac-
quaintance. They havc been the most liberal patrons
of ‘THIS WORK, of any church in the Union, according to
their numbers : And, with the divine blessing and their
conformity to union and order, they may be along and
lasting blessing in society, and a faithful witness to the
truth of the Lord’s Sabbath, as well as a light of the
world, and as the salt of the earth. But as opposition to
God’s government, has been the source of all the evils
in this world; so the want of union, concord and chari-
ty, as well as want of order, and subjection to govern-
ment, has proven the overthrow of many éminent chur-
ches.



COHANSFEY CHURCH.

THIS church, it appears, by their information or
church records sent to me, was constituted March 27th
1737, by about 20 members ; part of which had remov-
ed from Piscataway church. Previous to their forming
a Sabbatarian church here, and as early as 1695 elder
Jonathan Davis (I do not learn from what church) mo-
ved from Long-Island, (N. Y )into the Jersey state, near
to Trenton. and preached thereabouts to the day of his
death, in 1750; but it is not stated that any church gathe
ered near Trenton. -

Elder Davis occastonally visited Cohansey, and his
brother’s sons moved to Cohansey; one of tliem, Jona.
thais Davis by name, was a preacher, and a principal a=
gent in gathering this church, and became their first sete
tled minister. "He was called to the ministry in the year
1732, and ordained their paster Nov. 26, 1738, and cone
tinued to take the care of said church, until his dcath,
Fcb 2.1769, in the 60th year of his age.

Mr. Caleb Ayers had given them a deed of one acre
of land, dated March, 1738, situated in the township of
Hopewell, in Cumberland county, near the village of
Shiloh, in said state. On this lot is their meeting-house
and burial ground, where their clders have been buried,
and handsome tombs erected to their memory.

His successor in the ministry, was Jonathan Davis,
not of the other’s family, but of Welsh extraction. He
was born at Newark in the state of Delaware, July 7th,
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1734. He was called to the work of the ministry, and
ordained in this church Nov. 13, 1768, and took the o-
. versight of this church, at the decease of the other, and
continued in his office as their pastor, much esteemed
by the church, until his death, July 23, 1785, Kt. 52. I
have heard him preach at Hopkinton, and he was ace
counted a very able preacher, of a solemn deportment,
: and unblemished character. )

It appears that elder Jonathan Jerman, who was or-
dained at Piscataway, as stated under Piscataway church,
preached here some time, and then moved to Cape May,
where he died in January, 1808, and was brought to this
place for interment.

Deacon Philip Ayars, also, preached in this’ church
about the time said Jarman died, and was considered a

" leader in this church, and an administrator of baptism.
- He died in December, 1789.
Elder Nathan Ayars was born at Cohansey, and was
. ordained in this church, Nov. 13, 1786. He hasbeen an
administrator in this church ever since, and is esteemed
a pious, good man. I heard him preach, last October,
at Piscataway.

In the year 1790, Jan. 8th, this church was incorpora-
ted as a body politic, according to the law of the state.

John Davis, youngest son of the late elder Jonathan
Davis, was born in this place. He was called by thls
church, to the work of the ministry, and was ordained,
Sept. 14, 1807. He is esteemed as a pious, promising
young man; and is their principal administrator at pres-
ent. Ialso heard him preach, last October, likewise at
Hopkinton in the year 1808.

There have been several revivals in this church: the
principal one took place in 1807 & 1808, when about 70

D
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persons were added to this church. There are several
other members of this church, who are liberated to ex-
hort, &c. not yet ordained.

The covenant articles of this church appear the same
as the Piscataway church articles; and their method of
discipline much the same. This church still practise
laying on of hands, and admit of washing feet, &c.

Their church officers, and numbers, in October, 1810,
stand thus :—

Elder JOHN DAVIS, Teacher,
Elder NATHAN AYARS, Evangelist.

JOSHUA AYARS,
CALEB SHEPHERD, & ;Ruling Elders.
EVAN DAVIS,

SAMUEL DAYVIS,
LEVI HALL, & Deacons
JEDEDIAH DAVIS,

JACOB WEST, Clerk. Total Number, 170.
I learn they are situated in a fertile part of the state,
and have many wealthy  and respectable members, for
talents and abilities, in church and state.
In case religious societies have power, and those in of-
fice or power, only exercise that power agreeable to di-
- vine appointment, and those out of power, know their
station, and subject themselves to order,—all_may be
happy in their stations, in cultivating benevolence, pcace
and harmony: Whereas, opposite conduct, produces
opposite effects.



BURLINGTON (Con.) CHURCH

W AS constituted a distinct church, in fellowship with
the other Sabbatarian Babtists churches, on the 18th day
of September, 1780, by the Rev. John Burdick and dea-
con Elisba Stillman, of Rhode-Island. This place was
then called Farmington West Britain. Their first num-
ber was 19. ) _

Elder John Davis, who was ordained at Hopkinton (as
has been stated) March 10, 1771, had settled with them
at this place, and took the lead in the church. Benja-
min West was their deacon, and Elisha Covy, was their
clerk.

This church had sore difficulties for a number of
years; and it appears, few or no additions for ten years.
Deacon West left them~—and on the 29th of September

1783, Amos Burdick was ordained a deacon, by the Rev.
John Burdick and deacon Joseph Stillman, of Rhode-Isl-
and. On the 29th of May 1785, elder John Davis was
regularly installed their pastor ; and in- the course of
the next year, they had a remarkable revival, and nine-
teen souls added to their numbers. Such, seems to be
the blessing of ‘God, on their subjecting to an-orderly
method of church government.

On the. 29th of August, 1792, elder John Davis de-
parted this life, in the 69th ycar of his age—after a long
illness, which he bore with much patience and resigna-
tion to the divine will.

I was well acquainted with Elder Davis.—He was a
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very pleasant man, a tender-hearted and affectionate
preacher, of sound doctrine—and unblemished charac-
ter.

Afier the death of Elder Davis, deacon Amos Bur-
dick preached the word among them, until his death,
March 25, 1803, aged 64 years. There was a considera-
ble revival, and nine were added to the church under
his ministry. He was a pious, well-disposed man, and
sustained a good character, as a citizen, and as a preach-
er of the gospel.

Amos Stillman had lived in this vicinity, for some
time previous to deacon Burdick’s death, and was an
approved preacher of the gospel, and preached with
deacon Burdick statedly for some time. After deacon
Burdick’s decease, he took the lead in worship; and on
January 27, 1805, he was ordained as an evangelist, by
elder Abram Coon and Matthew Stillman of Rhode-lsl-
and.

Ethan Stillman was also ordained a deacon among
them, Sept. 7; 1806. :

In the fall of 1806, there was a revival in rehglon,
great love, and union in this church~—and 16 were added
to their numbers.

Elder Amos Stillman, (with whom I was intimately

acquainted, from his youth) considering his education, -

and the embrrassments of his worldly concerns,’ was
quite an able preacher of the gospel, of sound doctrines,
bright ideas, &c. He was very universally esteemed as a
preacher, at home and abroad. In the fall of the year
1807, he went to our general Conference at Cohansey
(N.J.) where he presided in Conference, and preached
to great satisfaction. But, on his return home, he tock
‘}she yellow -fever, of which he died Oct. 7, 1807, in the
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45th year of his age—lamented by all his acquaintance ;
and greatly to the loss of this church, as they have had
no stated preaching, weekly, among them since his de-
cease.

Their number, as. stated in their return to general
Conference 1809, was 45.

Deacon Ethan Stillman, and their clerk, Elisha Covy,
are still living : and, I learn, the late deacon Burdick
has left a son, a member of this church, who has made
some public atteﬁmpts to preach or exhort, to gencral
satisfaction—And they have some other respectable
members yet among them. But why they remain with-
out a stated preacher, go long, is a question that might
seriously concern them; and which is for them to an-
swer.

As man is formed for society, and as his Maker has
instituted social, public worship, as a means to cement
and perpetuate society, as well as to serve to declare
the glory of God on earth ; and has given the Sabbath,
and commanded the people to convene on that day as an
holy convocation, [sce Levit. xxiii. 3.J—so it is evident,
that where people neglect the ‘attendance of public wor-
ship, society declines—the. youth contract vain habits—
break their sabbath, &c.—and in an ordinary way, socie-
ty becomes extinct, with regard to religion, or religious
worship. Therefore, parents should well consider their
accountability to God, and the consequences of not hav-
ing a meeting for their families to go to ; and not let pre-
judices or party animosities, or non-essential ideas, or an
illiberal heart or practice, to prevent so useful and com-
fortable a practice,

' D32
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Surely, God is ready to bless his people, if they per-
form their duty ;—but we are not to expect ‘miracles in
the ordinary government of Divine Providence.—Anad
as God gives gifts to men; so, no deubt, there may be
preachers to supply all vacancies, if there ls sufficient
encouragement for their support. There is a consist-
ency, propriety, and order, in the system of religion, or
it will do mankind no real good.
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BERLIN €HURCH.

. THE. situstion of this church, is in the north-casterty
parts of the state of New-York, adjaining Massachsetts,
at a place first called Little Hoosack in the hill country.
The members of this church, principally reside in the
towns of Petersburg, Berlin, and Stephentown. They
have a decent meeting-house in Berlin, where their dis-
cipline is held; and a small but wel-finished mecting-
bouse in Stephentown, wlere a atated meecting is held
on the Sabbath.

Previous to the American Revolution, anumber of the
members of the church or churches, of the Sabbatari-
ans in Rhode-Island, had vemavest here, aml became
some of the fiast settlexs of this part of the state; a-
mong whom were the families of the Greenmans, Cran-
dalls, Greens, Copns, Randalls, &e. :

About the yepr 1780, elder John Burdick, with Wil-
liam Coon, frem Hiepkinton, vigited them, and arranged
them intd a church, William Coon was an approved
preacher about this time, and was regularly ordained. at
Hopkinton, May-20th 1783, and took the lead in said
church (their then numbers. about 18). Aug. 7, 1783mm
.and was so blegt in his laliours tbat, during his ministry,
there. was added to this church near 167 members. He
died, of a cancer on his reck, Jan,. I8, 1801, in the 59th
yoar of his age.

I was acquainted with Elder Coon from my youtli, be-

-4ag bom in the neighhourbeod with him. He was an a-

-
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ble, impressive, argumentative preacher of the gospel

as, perhaps, this denomination ever had. He was much
called to preach among other sects, and very universally
approved of—As a leader in discipline.he has few e-
quals—and in him this church lost a faithful and much
esteemed leader. In his last, and extreme iflness, he:
bore it with the utmost fortitude and patience, and re-
signation to the Divine will ; and"died entirely compos~
ed in his mind, and universally lamented.

Mr. Van Rensselaer, the late deputy governor of this
state, who owned the patent where Elder Coon lived,-set
so much by his worth, as to give him a clear deed of the
farm where he lived; as also, considerable towards
building their meeting-house.

His successor in the ministry, was his nephew, Asa
€oon, ordained at Hopkinton (as has been stated) Sept.
38, 1798, and at the request of this church, removed here
in June 1801, and took the lead in this chureh July 3,
1801.—But God, who is wise in council, saw fit to cut
his work short—as he died, of a fever, Oct. 22, 18601, in
the 45th year of his age, much lamented by all his ace
quaintance—and especially by me, who was his intimate
associate both in youth and in the ministry. He was u-
niversally esteemed as a faithful, able, eloquent preach-
er of the gospel, and of correct ideas, as also of an un-
blemished character, as a good citizen. )

William Satterlee joined this church in the year 1799,
and received ordination as an evangelist elder Jan. 13th

1805, by the Rev. Abram Coon and Eld. Matthew Still-
man, in the 37th year of his age, and immediately took
the lead in this church.

There were some members joined this church after
Elder Coon’s death, previous to Elder Satterlee’s taking
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the lead: But since his ministry (as by their records)
there have been added to this chlfrch, 160 members.m=
Such has been the blessing of God on the labours of this
man, who continues their present leader. He is also es-
teemed an able, eloquent preacher of the gospel—of
sound doctrines and morals, and well accepted by all de-
‘nominations. And, altho’ he has an impediment in his
speech, and has had but an ordinary education, yet few
men can demonstrate the main points of the christian
religion, with equal clearness and impression.
Their present number, as by their statement sent me
the present month, is 335. Their officers are,
Elder WILLIAM SATTERLEE, Minister,

JOHN GREEN, .
JABEZ BURDICK, & }Deacons.
JAMES GREENMAN

JOHN. WHITFORD, Clerk.

Deacon Greenman preaches occasionally. Deacon™
Green has been a member in this state legislature. They
have other members who have filled various offices in
their towns, counties, &c. They have a number of res-
pectable characters now in this church.

I understand this church have covenant articles rela-

tive to discipline ; but no articles of faith othgr than the
bible. '




WATERFORD CHURCH.

THE Sabbatarian church at Waterford (formerly cal-
led New-London Neck) in Connecticut, was formed prin-
cipally by removals from Hopkinton, together with seve-
ral families of the Rogerses, residents of this place, who
sent request to their brethren at Hopkinton, June 28th,
1784, to be organized a church in sister relation.

Their request being granted in October of the same
year, they called a meeting Nov. 11, 1784, and became a
church, composed of ahbout 16 members ; and Davis Ro-
gers, one of them, was chosen for their elder, and was
ordained by the Rev. Joshua Clarke and Eld. John Bur-
dick, of Hopkinton, November 6, 1785, and took -the
charge of this church. William Wescot, a worthy
member, was ordained a deacon, at the same time.

Jabez Beebe, jr. a worthy and faithful servant of Je-
sus Christ, in the ministry, was also ordained an evan-
gelist, Feb. 14, 1796—A1ud Ephraim Rogers, a piousand
cxemplary member, was ordained a deacon, the same
time.

Elder Davis Rogers, contemplating a removal into the
state of New-York, requested a dismission from the pas-
toral services of this church, but still to Fetain his mem-
bership : and Elder Jabez Beebe, with the approbation
of the church, received the pastoral charge—delivercd
unto him by elder Davis Rogers, May 19, 1804—and re-
mains their pastor, and is esteemed by many, to be a ve-
ry able preacher of the gospel.
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Elder Rogers, is now living in the County of Che-
nango, (N. Y.) where there is a number of this or-
der, and a stated meeting kept up. He, also,is much
esteemed as a pious, able preacher.

1 do not learn thit this church has any covenant arti-
cles other than the bible.

Their present number is stated to be 46-all native
citizens of the United States.



BROOKFIELD CHURCH.

THIS church was constituted in the year 1797. Sev- .
eral of the members of the church at Hopkinton, hav-
ing previously purchased lands of this state, in the 19th
township of the Governor’s Purchase, so called, began
settlements thereon, as early as 1791.

In May, 1795, Henry Clarke, who was one of sand
purchasers, removed his family to his lot, where he now
Jives.—All was a wilderness, in its native state, when
first purchased at 50 cents per acre.—He had received
ordination as an evangelist, at Hopkinton, as stated, in
the year 1793, by the Rev. William Bliss, John Burdick,
and William Coon. On his moving here, by the bles-
sing of God, and the consent of the people, he attended
a stated meeting, on the Seventh day, with his brethren;
and often among other denominations—where he met
with kind reception, and handsome offers.

In July 1797, those Sabbatarian members, having re-
ceived the advice and approbation of the churches to
which they belonged, entered into a solemn covenant
with God and each other, to keep the Commandments of
God and the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, by maintain-
ing the public worship of God, and watching over each
other for mutual good, and bearing burdens, &c. as may
be seen by their covenant arficles of this date on re-
cord.

They also sent request to Hopkinton church, Berlin
church, &c. for assistance of their elders, to organize
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them a distinct church, in sister relation and fellowship
with those other Sabbatarian churches. Accordingly
they met at the school house in said Brookfield, on the
3d day of Qctober, 1797—And as the constituting of this
church, was transacted under the superintendance of
that worthy and eminent servant of the Lord, elder John
Burdick, I think proper to insert, substantially, the whole
proceedings as is on our church records.—

Present at said meeting, Rev. John Burdick pastor,
and Asa Coon evangelist, from the church at Hopkinton,
{R 1.) and deacon William Greenman, and brother Na-
than Greenman, from the church at Berlin, (N. Y.) to-
gether with 13 brethren and 7 sisters, of this place ; who
chose elder Henry Clarke and brother Joshua Maxson
to represent this society in council with said elders and
brethren. They then appointed elder John Burdick mo-
derator, and Nathan Greenman clerk. And after
examining the covenant of said brethren and sisters
in this place, and finding them mutually agreed in faith
and gospel order— ]

‘WE, the representatives from the churches to which
we severally belong, in council with our said brethren
aforesaid, Do give unto-them the right hand of fellow-
ship; acknowledging them to be a distinct gospel
church, in fellowship with us, and the churches in our
fellowship—duly qualified to act for themselves, in cheo-
sing their necessary officers for carrying on gospel” ad-
ministration, and gospel discipline.

And after taking the voice of said church individual-
1y, they all made choice of Henry Clarke, to be theirpas-
tor, and William Davis to be their deacon. Then ad-
journed to the 10thinst. Met according to adjournment
Oct. 10, 1797, anfl after converse on the subject of El-

E
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der Clarke’s call to the pastoral office. His answer is,
After weighing in his mind the various circumstances
manifest in God’s Providence, and in the church, togeth -
er with the feelings of his own mind, he accepts their
call, and consents to receive the pastoral charge, or
watch-care of this church. Reserving to the liberty of
his own mind, to attend to the calls of funerals, and oc-
casional visits to other churches; and to relinquish his
said charge, in case he should deem it consistent with
the word of God, and the dictates of his own mind, and
that without censure.

‘Which was conceded to by the church.

The deacon also accepted their call to him as their
deacon.

They appointed first-day, the 16th inst. for the instal-
ment of said pastor. Met agreeable to appointment, (a
large concourse of people) when elder Asa Coon prea-
ched the sermon, and elder John Burdick made the or-
dination prayer; and with deacon William Greenman
and Joshua Maxson laid on hands, and gave the charge
in writing, and elder Coon gave the right hand of fellow-
ship, &c. The instalment, charge, &c. as following ;

WHEREAS, it hath pleased God to move upon the
hearts of the people of this church to call upon this our
beloved and reverend Brother to take upon him the pas-
toral office, as their rightful elder and overseer ; and him
to accept their call; and at their request and desire, and
in their name and behalf, we do set apart this our said
Brother hereby, in the name of our Lord Jesns Christ,
Do appoint and ordain this our said Brother, to be your
pastor and elder; duly authorizing you to exercise eve-
ry branch of said office—by prayer and laying on of
bands.—Dear Brother and Elder, as it hath pleased God
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to move upon the hearts of this church, to call upon you
to take the pastoral office and charge over them, and
you to accept their call, and take upon you the watch
- and care of this people. And as you have for several
years been set apart to the sacred work of the ministry,
as an evangelist, whereby you have been cloathed with
authority as a minister of Christ, to administer the or-
dinances of the.gospel, holy baptism and laying on of
bands on helieving and professing penitents, and to ad-
minister the Lord’s Supper when called thereto among
those of the same faith and order of the gospel, and to
consumraate marriage, when requested, according to
to law as a servant of God, and the people, and an
elder of Christ’s church, at the desire and request of
this church, and in their name——and in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ--I commit the pastoral care and
charge of this flock unto thee: charging thee before
God, the holy angels, and this assembly, first to take
heed to thyself—and to all the flock over the which tho
Holy Ghost hath made thee overseer—to feed the church
“of God which he hath purchased with his own blood—
you are to preach the word of God to them, and admin-
ister the o1dinances of the gospel among them. Scc-
ondly, you are to keep up holy discipline in the church,
according to the rule of Christ in his word, and to do uli
things without partiality—to reprove, rebuke, and e¢x-
hort, with all long suffering and doctrine.—With gospel
authority, you are to feed them with knowledge and un-
derstanding, and study to shew thyseclf approved unto
God—a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, right-
1y dividing the word of truth, and not shun to declarc
the whole counsel of God to them—and to watch for
their souls, as one that must give an account—you are to

~
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visit your flock occasionally, to know their state, and
warn the unruly, and comfort the feeble-minded, and
support the weak, and be patient towards all—and see
that néne render evil for evil—and te be an example. to .
the flock in word, in charity, i in faith and purity—watch
thou in all things, make full proof of thy ministry—Be
thou faithful until death, and God will give thee a crown
of life—Which may he grant you for Christ’s sake. A-
MEN, ’

Beloved and reverend Brother, you having been cal-
led and chosen by this church, to be their pastor and el-
der—I do, in the name and behalf of this church, at
their desire as representative from the sister church to
which we belong, give unto thee the right hand of fel-
lowship, hereby acknowledging you to be their rightful
and lawful elder, and pastor, lawfully anthorized to ex-
ercise every branch of your sacred office, as thou may-
est be called thereunto—And may the Lord give thee
wisdom and understanding in all things to do his will,
working in you, that which is well pleasing in his sight,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory in all the chur-
ches forever.~AMEN.

Thus this church was organized in 0ctober, 1797, of
about 25 members, and they had considerable addmons
to their numbers soon after ; and in the year 1800 they
were incorporated according to law; and have since
built a decent meeting-house, in said town, well finished
off, on a good large lot of land purchased by said church
and society. Their lots and buildings cost near 3000,
dollars.

They have had several revivals, in which there have
been added to this church about 110 new converts, which

-
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together with some from other churches, make their pre-
sent numbers 160—some of which arc a distance off in
the ntwer settlements of this state, &c.

~ There is in this comninity, sundry persons of res-
pectable standing in public concerns..

The ordinary affairs of the discipline in the church,
is conducted by a church council, which acts in the name
and behalf the church, and is composed of the elder,
deacons and clerk, for the time being, and of six reputa-
ble male members to be annually chosen for that pur-
pose, by the church at large, in their annual church-
meeting. But any member has liberty to attend the
meetings of the council, and to debate and vote, (if a
male) on any question that concerns the church, final
excommunication of any member, as also, rules for the
church is only transacted by the church at large, in their
annual church-meetings.

Their method of supporting their minister, is by a
permanent subscription; in which each member of
church or society, signs for that purpose, what he is wil-
ling to pay annually, so lgng as he is a member and pri-.
vileged with the labours of the minister—only, they have
a right to alter the sum in the month of January, )Call}'
if they choose.

The expences of the communion table, and church
messengers, is made out by the church at their annual
church-meeting. The other expences of the church
and society, are paid by way of tax, assessed by three
judicious members; and if any refuse to pay, they for-
feit their membership in said society.

Their present officers are, HExrRY CLARKE, pastor—
Josnua MaxsoN and PuiNesas Bumpick, deacons—-

E 2
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ABEL Burpick, clerk—CuaArLES BABcOCK, WM. Bas-
sET, AuecusTus KixyoN, Si1LAS SPENCER, JAMES C. Bur-
DIcK, and SaMUEL BaBcock, jr. church’s council—
Etuan Crarkge, ABEL Burpick, BEnsamiy CoLrk-
GROVE, JosErs CLARKE, SAUNDERS LANGWORTHY, and
WiLLiaM WHITFORD, trustees—SAaUNDERS LANGWOR-
THY, ABEL BurDIcK, and WM, WHITFORD, assessors.

«“




DFERUYTER (N. Y.) CHURCH.

A number of the Sabbatarian brethren and sisters
that had removed from the state of Rhode-Island, and
from Berlin, state of New-York, and settled at Deruy-
ter, Cazenovia, &c. and making application to the Sabba-
tarian general Conference, held at Berlin in Sept. 1806,
for assistance to organize them a sister church, and to
ordain David Davis an eider.

Accordingly Conference appointed Elder Henry
Clarke and William Satterly, together with two deacons
and some other brethren, to visit them, and if thought
expedient, to grant their request.

Said elders and brethren met at said Deruyter with
those brethren there on the 26th day of Sept. 1806—and
finding them mutually agreed, proceeded to constitute
them a distinct church, in sister relation with the other
churches of the Sabbatarian order—their numbers male
and female then being 23—who chose David Davis to be
ordained as an evangelist, and to preach to them, or to
have the lead among them.—Which was accordingly
done at the same time.

Elder David Davis is alse esteemed a man of irre-
proachable character, and resides among them now. By
the last correct return, their number was 35.

I expect this church have articles of covenant, rela.

tive to their meetings, &c. but the bible is their standard
of faith.
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They are situated in a good country, and have some
prospect of being a numerous church, if God shall bless
them, and they faithfully strive to serve God, and keep
the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace,




VIRGINIA CHURCHES.

AT the Sabbatarian general Conference, held at Hop-
kinton (R. I.) Sept. 1808, there were letters, sent by el-
der John Davis, from two churchés in that quarter ; one
from Lost Creek, Virginia, then composed of 23 mem-
bers, and the other in Salem, Virginia, composed of 38
members, and said Davis had the oversight of both of
said churches. ~Their deacon was Abel Bond, and their
clerk was Moses Huffman. ’

The distance of those churches is so great (although
they were admitted into the Sabbatarian Conference)that
I have had no correct information from them since, And
although I saw elder John Davis, and heard him preach
(who is esteemed by many as an able, entertaining prea-
cher) yet as I had then no knowledge of my writing this
History, I took no memorandum of the date of their or-
ganization, or from what pcople they originated. I ra-
ther conclude they formerly went from the state of New
Jersey. There was a letter from them at our last Con-
ference, in Oct. 1810. But as I took no minutes from it
then, and the Conference Minutes have not got to me
yet, I must omit giving further account of them.

There is a number of societies or sections of church
es, of this order, in several other places, as a church on
the West Fork of the Monongahela river, in the state
of Virginia, who also sent a letter to be admitted into
the Sabbatarian general Conference. But as they ad-
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mitted communion with first-day members, they were
not admitted into Conference.

I learn there is a society of this sect, at Red Stone, in
Virginia. And I have heard something of one or two
other societies of this order in our South-Western Ter-
ritories, but am not able to give correct information a-
bout them.

There is a stated meeting kept up among a number of
this order, living in the vicinity of Rome, or Verona, in
the state of New-York ; and also at the town of Rod-
man, in the county of Jefferson: besides a number of
smaller branches, and scattering members, in different
parts of this state, and other states of the Union.




RECAPITULATION.

- BY recapitulating the numbers that observe the sev-
enth day of the week as the sabbath of the Lord our
God, we find thus, as to total numbers ; viz.—

MEMBERS.
The Church of Newport, R.I. - - 87
The Church of Hopkinten, R.I. - - 765
The Church of Piscataway, N.J. - - 65
The Church of Cohansey, N.J. - - 170
The Church of Burlington,Con. - - 45

The Church of Berlin, N.Y. - - . 335
'The Church of Waterford, Con. 46
The Church of Brookfield, N. Y. - - 160
The Church of Deruyter, N. Y. 35
The Church of Lost Creek, Va. - - 23
The Church of Salem, Va. - - - - 38

ety

Sum total in Fellowship - - 1769

~

‘Add to this, the families of members and o-
ther respectable families that are members of
society, or that observe that day, and attend that
- maeeting, as I conclude a fair computation
would be four to one of the professors,~—which
will make - - - - - - 7076

And as there is in other churches that hold to open
communion, and sonie that are more close in, their com-
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munion, a large number of souls that observe the seva
enth day of the week as the sabbath of the Lord, I
should think, from my best information, that those with
their families, &c. upon a modest calculation, will a-
mount to 6155 within the bounds of the United States;
which will make the sum of FIFTEEN THOUSAND
SOULS, that observe the seventh-day sabbath, within
the limits of the United States of ‘America—A number
too respectable to be despised by their fellow-citizens,
or to be oppressed or persecuted for their conscience
sake, by human laws. _

As, by close investigation, it will be found, that more
useful citizens, as to support of government, defenders '
of our nation, and subjection to the laws (where those
laws are not in opposition to the laws of God) as also,
peaceable and industrious, as well as enterprising—can-
not be found among any other sect of christians or citi-
zens, according to their numbers ; as will fully appear
by our General Observations.




GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AS TO
TENETS AND MORALS.

AS this denomination universally hold the bible to
contain God’s holy will revealed to man, wherein are ex-
hibited the objects of faith, and the rules of life; and
that all doctrines of men, which are repugnant to that
sacred oracle of perfect and divine truth, is to be tried
by that sacred standard, and carefully avoided; and as
the bible is explicit, to direct in every station of life, the
duty we owe to God, ourselves and our fellow-mortals—
so they generally esteem, any prescriptions of man, in
those latter ages of the world, as to rules of faith and
morals, not only useless, but nearly presumptuqus.

And notwithstanding they are harmeniously agreed in
the important, fundamental, and essential points, of the
Christian Religion ; yet as to smaller matters, and mere
circumstantial points, there may be a great varicty of
sentiments.—Hence it is evident, that nearly all their
leaders and preachers, have some tenet, on some ab-
struse or doubtful point of divinity, peculiar to them-
selves..

And as to modern popular doctrines, they generally,
are between the Calvinist and Armenian; as few are
willing to own that God governs by absolute fate, orthat
he has ordained whatsoever comes to pass, by an immu-
table decree—or that he has elected a certain few to e-
ternal felicity, and the rest of mankind he has reproba-
ted, and consigned to eternal wae, without any regard to
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man’s actions—So, on the other hand, I know of none
that hold, man can merit his own salvation, at the hand
of God, by his works—But rather, as a general idea,
they hold with the prophet Ezekiel, that God delighteth
not in the death of him that dieth, (or the wicked) but
that they turn and live : or with St. Paul, that God will
have all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of
the truth, &c.—In other words, that God deals with his
creature, man, as a rational being, that God has endow-
ed them with a degree of moral agency by which they
are accountable, as accountability is lost where agency is
denied, and that God has made provision in the gift of
his Son, for their happiness ; and gives them the free-
dom of volition and choice ; and that those who attend
to God’s appointed ways, of faith and submission to his
will or laws, and continue therein faithful until death,
God will give such a crown of life. Whereas, the im-
penitent, unbelieving, immoral and rebellious, must take
their part in everlasting misery ; and that God will judge
all men according to their works—to be more particu-
lar.

I conclude they all believe in one God, the Father and
Maker of all things, sin excepted, and in one Lord Je-
sus Christ, or that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and
also in the Holy Ghost, as the operative power or spirit
of God. Butthere are few if any, of this denomination,
as I conceive, who believe that the Father, Son, and Ho-
ly Ghost, are three absolute distinct persons, coequal,
coessential, and coeternal Gods, and yet but one God; as
such an idea would be in the face of scripture, and re-
pugnant to right reason. :

Thercfore, there is a variety of sentiments in this
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sect, in explaining the doctrine of the Trinity, so called:
as also that of Original Sin~~Both which, perhaps, are
inexplicable by finite mortals ; as also the forekhowledge
of God—such things being reserved as secret, belong-
ing to God : And altho’ many may attempt to explain
them, will still be obscure.

They all, also, hold the moral, or royal, law of God, or

~the Ten Precepts given to Moses by God at Mount Si-

nai, to be, like his own character, immutable; or that as
God is perfect, his law is perfect ; and the only rule of
mdral actions for man to live by, or the only criterion to
define-sin and right, and that mankind have gone out of
God’s way, and merited God’s displeasure, or are all
poor lost sinners, that by the deeds of the law no flesh
can be justified in his sight: that it is needful for man,
in order for his happiness, to have a due scnse of the
purity of God’s law, and their lost situation set home on
their consciences by the spirit of God, and for them to
repent and renounce their sins, as also any dependance
on their performances, and believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ, as the only name under heaven whereby they can
or must be saved : and so to apply to the Lord for mer-
cy until they find by happy experience, that he saveth
them by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of
the Holy Ghost—whereby they become new creaturess
disposed in- heart, lip and life, to walk in all the com-
mandments and ordinances of God; (not anew creature

_ to-break God's commandments, like the old man which

is corrupt) consequenlty they believe in the seventh-day
to be the Sabbath of the Lord—and in water-baptism, by
way of immersion, and, generally, in the laying on of |
hands, as also the resurrection of the dead and the eter- |
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nal judgment ; likewise jn the sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper: and as to their faith or tenets, in a minute de-
tail as they hold to bible doctrines, much like other sects
of christians.

Some scctions of several of those churches, believe
in the washing orfe another’s feet, at appointed times,
&c.—DBut as thé Sabbath and Baptism are their distin-~
rruishing tenets, of which I shall say more in its proper
place, if the Lord will, it is needless to be more particu-
lar as to their doctrines ; for those smaller matters are
left to cach one’s conscience, and do not affect christian
charity or fellowship, in case they do not break one of
the least of those Ten solemn Precepts, and teach inen
50, &c. ' .

As a people they have ever conducted as good citi-
zens, by habits of industry, and bearing their part of the
public burdens of the States. They have ever manifes-
ted a cheerful compliance with the laws of our country ;
as it is not known, that ever an individual member of
those churches ever bore arms against their country in
the American Revolution, or has ever been cencerned
in any rebellion in any state, but have been forward in
supporting the constituted authorities of government in
all lawful ways (unless human laws interfered with God’s
divine laws) and it is quite remarkable that among all
the Elders, that have been ordained among this people,
from their rise to the present time, which is near one
hundred and forty years, there is not an instance of one
of them being guilty of any scandalous immorality ; but
their lives have been marked by purity of morals, and
exemplary piety and virtue.—

" And altho’ nene among themx have had’ human titles,

‘
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as, Doctors of Divinity, or been privileged, generally,
with any thing more than an ordinary ecducation, and
have been, mostly, hard labouring men for the support
of their families; and consequently have had no leisure
to study abstruse points of divinity, &c. yet it is belie v-
"ed that they have generally been sound in the fai th, and
able ministers of the new Testament—Rightly dividing
the word of truth, and giving the different characters
their portion in due season, as any preachers, of the va-
rious christian sects ; and in point of example in piety

and morality, inferior to none.

With regard to church government, this people pro-
fess to be governed by the rules of Christ, or the meth-
od that God has ordained in his word of Divine Revela-
tion, and consequently they are very much opposed to
man’s prescriptions when they are opposed to Divine Re-
velation. And as there is diversity of sentiment among
christians, on this subject, it may not be improper to
make some remarks.—

We find when God introduced Religion by Moses, he
fixed the order and government of his church in an ab-
solute and hereditary order, as God was their Ring——
and Moses too, is said to be king in Jeshurun Deut.
xxxiii. 5. But kings govérn by laws, and officers to ad-
minister them. So also, the priesthood in that dispen-
sation, was confined to Aaron’s family ; and the stran-
ger that came nigh, was to be put to dcath, &c. Now
as God’s church then was a national church, and nearly
all the ordinances of worship, were carnal or external,
and those ordinances so exactly fixed, by divine appoint-
ment, they might use the secular force to oblige them
to conform to those institutions=(and here we may ob-
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serve that the law of sacrifices and tythes, &c. by which
the priests had their support, as to temporal living, was
never to be taken by force of the civil law, but those
that neglected or refused to bring their offering, re-
mained unclean, and were cxcluded the fcllowship of Is-
racl or the sanctuary: so that they excluded themselves,
as the Lord cver delighted in the- frec-will offering of
his people, which matter of free-will, is an article be-
tween God and every soul)—but the civil force, or the
force of man, never did, nor never can oblige a man to
do a real pious, virtuous and devout act to God, and to
God’s acceptance of the soul; as that must be freely
devoted, and God has not given one man such controul
over another man’s conscience—Hence when Christ ap-
pears as a Son over his own house, and being that pro-
phet that God’s Israel was to hear in all things, there
was a change of priesthood, and consequently of that
external law. But observe, he never changed the natu-
“ral and moral obligations among mankind. So long as
man is in a state of probation, and visible order and
worship is continued ; so long there is an unavoidable
necessity of government; at least while man is imper-
fect: and there can be no government, unless some sub-
jector obey.

So the divine Saviour was very explicit, in distin-
guishing the things that belong to Casar, (or civil gov-
“ernors) and the things that belong to God, and directs
us to give both their due, and also set the example by -
being conformed to all the laws of the nation that were
not repugnant to the laws of God. So also his apostles
“are particular in their directions, to render to all men
their due, tributc to whom tribute is due, custom and
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fear, &c. and to fear God and honour the King, or su-
preme magistrate, &c. and not even to speak evil of
dignities, (or officers of church or state) and to be fol-
lowers of them as they followed Christ—who was holy
and harmless, and separated from sinners. '

Sec further on this subject, under next head.



THEIR GENERAL CONFERENCE.

THIS denomination of christians have been in the
practice of holding yearly meetings, and of visiting sis-
ter churches, from early times. But in or about the
time of the American Revolution, the practice was
somewhat impeded : and as the youth and others, out of
the pales of the church, imbibed bad habits, of horse-
racing, &c. atsuch times; and the laws of the state
then were somewhat slack, to punish such disorders;
their yearly meetings were given up for a time; and X
conclude their cause suffered much by it.

As there was, in some churches, evident signs of dis-
cord and separations, &c.—and it seems morally impos-
sible, long to maintain union and consistency of erder
and fellowship, in so many remote branches of a com-
munity ; unless some such intercourse is kept up, in
order for all to understand the rules of fellowship; as
also thereby is the most ready way to root out those nat-
ural prejudices, and selfish partialities so common to all
frail mortals : and as travelling into distant parts, and
learning the habits and customs of different people ;
(provided we carefully avoid the evil and treasure up
the good) tends greatly to enlarge our stock of useful
knowledge ; so mutual visits, and intercourse by ac- -
quaintance, enlarges our charity, and. strengthens the
bonds of union and fellowship ; as well as greatly as-
sists a preacher, to present his apples of gold, in pic«
tures of silver; and to consolidate his judgment, and
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make him more usefal in his day and calling; as well
as refreshing the spirits of all, like cold water to a thirs-
ty soulw—Therefore, those kind of yearly meetings were
renewed ; and an attempt made to make them more use-
ful and methodical, by giving them a degree of order
and consistency ; and after several years of trial, and
many objections, and propositions, and modifications,
from different persons, and churches of this sect,—they
finally all, I believe, consented to the following Articles
or Constitution, or rather, the Report of a committee
chosen at Hopkinton, at a general Meeting, A. D. 1805,
and composed of a member from eight sister churches;
and is as followeth: viz.—

THE Committee appointed to revise the several pro-
positions heretofore proposed as the rules of fellowship,
among the churches of our order, report; that as last

.year’s recommendations have generally met the appro-
bation of our churches: Therefore we beg leave to lay
before you a transcript, of the Articles recommended to
churches by the general Meeting or Conference, held at
Piscataway the 19th of October 1804—with some alter-
ations, and a few Articles in addition to the former.

- ARTICLE L

‘WHEREAS there has been different names given to
the general Meetings or Conferences, and as the differ-
ent churches have general or annual meetings, and as

the name of the meeting does not at all affect the na-

ture of the business, and that we may clearly under-
stand each other, it is thought most advisable to give

* this meeting the name of GENErRAL CONFERENCE; and
that in future, all letters from the churches be directed,
¢ To the Sabbatarian General Conference.’
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ART. II.

We think it advisable for the churches of our fellow-
ship and profession, to hold a circular general conference
yearly ; at such times and places as may seem conven-
ient to be agreed upon, and appointed annually for the
ensuing year, by the elders, messengers and members,
who compose the General Conference for the time being.

ART. IIL

It is to be understood, that all things transacted in
such General Conference, be done by way of advice,
council or recommendation, and by no means to affect or
alter the government or discipline of the churches, in
their individual capacity : But that each church enjoy
their own mode of discipline, as to them may seem most
agreeable to the word of God; and that each church,
desirous of holdihg annual meetings, will always ap-
point their time and place for such meetings as they
think proper. ‘

ART. IV.

Whenever the General Conference is holden at any
church where there is an annual appointment, it is tho’t
to be the most proper for both to be holden at the same
time.

ART. V.

1t is thought proper that such General Conference be
conducted by a moderator, clerk or clerks, and such oth-
er officers as from time to time may appear needful (said
officers) to be appointed by the free vote of the elders,
messengers and members then present.

v ART. VL
And in all cases that require a vote, it is meant, that
cach church have one vote only, in deciding any ques-
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tion ; which vote shall be a majority of the church, or
messenger representing any church~——And it is con-
sidered incumbent on such General Conference to hear
and attend to all questions that concern the welfare of
the churches, and give counsel and advice, as times and
circumstances may require.

ART. VIIL
It is understood, in cases of controversy between sis-
ter churches, that the General Conference, made up of
the messengers from the sister churches, be the council
or judges to determine said controversy.

ART. VIIL

In case where members move at a distance from the
<hurch they first covenanted with, and do not put them-
selves under the watch-care of a sister church, nearest
to their residence ; in case such member walk disorder-
1y, it is understood the right and duty of the clerk of a-
ny church, having knowledge of such disorderly mem-
ber, to certify the same to the church to which they res-
pectively belong, as soon as may be.

ART. IX.

Tt is understood, that no church in our union, can re-
ceive into their fellowship a person, except they observe
the seventh day for a Sabbath : neither such as have not
been baptized by immersion.

ART. X,

It is understood, that when alterations or amendments
in our rules of fellowship or constitution, is wished for
by any church, such alteration be proposed to the Gene-
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ral Conference ; and by their recommending such altera-
tion to the several churches in our order, and said chur-
ches agreeing to the same, shall be considered as part
of the rules of our fellowship.

The above Articles are humbly submitted to the Gen-
eral Conference, by your Committee, for your approba-
tion, &c. Signed by

HENRY CLARKE,
AMOS STILLMAN,
JABEZ BEEBE,
MATTHEW STILLMAN,
CLARKE BURDICK,
ABRAHAM DUNHAM,
JEDEDIAH DAVIS, and
STEPHEN MAXSON,

At HoekinToN, Sept. 15, 1805.

Committee.

- [Taken from our Church Records.]

I conclude no churchof this order has made any ma-
terial objection to receive them as rules of fellowship ;
they may therefcre be considered as the articles of con-
stitution for the Sabbatarians, if they have any.

No doubt those are, like other productions and expla-
nations of man, imperfect, and may admit of great al-
terations and improvement. And as the bible is to all
sects of christians, somewhat like those maxims of com-
mon law, in use by all civilized nations, and yet form no
express constitution for any one nation. So it appears
very necdful for every denomination of christians, if not
every church, to have some rules of fellowship, that arc
so piain that all may understand when they break this
compact, or covenant.

Now, if neither Christ nor his apostles gave any par-
ticular direction for the mcthod of proceeding in such
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cases, or with regard to church government generally,
it was evidently left to the prudence and judgment of
his church or churches to order thosc matters as the ex-
igences and circumstances of cases requires: and it is
evident that such modes as contribute to the union and
consis‘tency of order, is not only warrantable, but best :
even such as the pcople are most generally agreed in,
in case they answer the purposes of governmeny, and
are not contrary to God’s word ; for if there is no ex-
press rule prescribed in the New Testament, with re-
gard to the order of God’s house, or kingdom, it must
be looked for in the Old Dispensation ; as I have no o-
pinion of looking on Jesus Christ as a new God, or in
any moral perfection, any ways altered from what he
was when the law was given by Moses: neither did he
come to give a new law, as touching man’s moral obli-
gations to God or each other, either in church or state.
Now.we have express command, Deut. xvi. 18. “Jud-
ges and officers shalt thou make thee in all - thy gates
which the Lord thy God giveth thee,” &c. So also Ti-
tusi. 5. « and ordain elders in every city,” &c. Certain-
ly cities do not need elders more than churches, as God’s
house is a house of order; and order cannot obtain
without rules, in this imperfect state. So also, at the
great feasts, all Israel was to attend and bring their of-
ferings, as also the sanhedruns sct for the good and weH
ordering the affairs of the people of Israel. Likewise,

.we have account in Acts xv. of the controversy that a--

rose about the doctrine of circumcision; the church at
Antioch sent messengers, or some of their elders, to
Jerusalem about this matter: and Mark, verse 6, “and
the Apostles and Elders came together for to consider
. , G ,
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of this matter.” It appears the multitude of believers
were not called together; neither was it practicable ;
but they acquiesced in the decision of their rulers, and
harmony was restored in the churches.

So we find in the early ages of the christian church,
(by history) that the christians found the necessity of
calling councils or synods, to determine those new con-
trove.sies that sprang up, and to give order and consist-
ency to the churches, &c. And unless we depend on
divine interposition, in a miraculous manner, without
the aid of man to quell such disorders, it is morally im-
possible that churches can long hold consistency and or-
der in fellowship, without such meetings. ’

Again; when we consider that the chief end in
Christ’s coming on earth, his doings, sufferings, &c. was
to save poor, lost, sinful man, by making a suitable a-
tonement to God’s holy law, and providing means to re-
ncw or renovate the souls of mankind, and thereby
bring them into a real subjection to his divine govern-
ment, from pure motives of love and obedience to -God,
and justice and benevolence to their fellow creatures, and
compassion towards their enemies, and thereby fit them
in this state of probation to love.and adore God’s amia-
ble nature, and holy character, (and the only way for
man to manifest, or prove his love to God, is by keeping
his commandments, as saith the Saviour, « If ye love
me, keep my commandments—He that loveth me not
keepeth not my sayings.” John, 14. 15,24.) in order to
their being happy in the enjoyment of God hereafter—
or to save them from their sins here (as sin is the trans-
gression of the law) and to save them from suffering
hereafter, &c. o
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We may rationally corclude, that vain and delusive
must be the hopes of souls, let their professions be
what they may, who wantonly and wilfully contemn
God’s holy moral requirements, and despise his gov-
ernment, &c. Therefore, as God has given us his law,
to direct and govern us in a state of society, which law
is to be exercised in a civil way for the protection and
security of our persons and property, and given the civ-
il magistrate power to compel a conformity thereto, or
to punish offenders in a corporal manner, even to death,
in cases of great crimes and that each member of
society must, according their stations, sphere and abili-
ties, contribute to the maintainance of that government,
or lose the benefits of it —So also, his gospel is design-
ed to save the soul of man from allowed sin here, and
‘make them happy hereafter : and as all visible orders,
whether civil or ecclesiastical, unavoidably incur ex-
pense; so he has made it incumbent on all the parts in
proportion to their respective abilities, to subject to,
and support such ecclesiastical government, or forfeit
their membership: for deprive a church of the right of
‘excommunicating unruly or vicious members; and how
‘would Christ’s kingdom appear in the world! And this I
conceive, is the main odds between civil and ecclesiasti-
cal, or church government; viz. the civil may enforce
compulsion to just laws, by the arm of flesh; but the ou-
1y punishment in church governmant, is exclusion from
fellowship; and such a right all christian churches have,
to judge who and what they will fellowship, or they have
no rights at all. And was that right only exercised in
real meekness and love; happy would it have been for
the christian part of the worid: but by connecting ec-

-
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clesiastical and civil government together, and using th?
sword of civil power, instead of the sword of the spirit
which is the word of God, to reclaim or punish the
mind, is the source of all persecution; and the means of
rivers of blood being shed for conscience sake. The
sword of the civil magistrate, doubtlcss, has made many
hypocrites, but never a true christian; and as the nature
of agency or power given to any man or body of men,
necessarily admit of their doing evil, as well as good; so
it is conceived that the main danger that may arise from
those meetings or councils, lays in admitting them to
prescribe laws for the church; or in taking their decis-
ions for perfect truth; even when those decisions are
not conformable to the laws of God. From this error
arose the power of the popes, and the tyranny, oppress=
ion, persecutions and wars, that have deluged the chris-
tian church; as is abundantly evident by all ecclesiasti-
cal history. )

When we rightly contemplate devotion, or the spirit-
ual worship of God; it is a thing, between God and the
soul, as unsecn, by mortals, as God; or the soul is, con-
scquently, utterly out of the province of man, to judge
with perfcction or any degree of certainty, when, or how
far, his fellow-mortal is devout, or a real spiritual wor-
shipper of God; and it is a nice point (when we consid-
er the operations of nature, the influence of customs
fashions, laws of men, and the various arts and passions
of men, in our world and even in ourselves) to ascer-
tain when our own souls are really devout to God: there-
fore the Saviour saith: ¥ Judge not, that ye be not judg-
ed;” hence, as pure devotion is simply between God and
the soul, man cannot make it in another man, nor -pre-
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vent it in his fellow creature: all the grounds we have to
judge upon, with regard to another’s devotion, is from
our own natures; the Being and Revelation of God; and
the appearances we see in our fellow-mortal’s counte-
nance, words and actions, And as it is evident from
scripture, as well as bistory and our own observations,
that mankind may appear as devout in the worship of an
idol or false god, as the true Ged: so we have no stand-
ard in this case, but the Bible or divine Revelation; as
that.determines the difference, and shews when men are
under the guidance of the spirit of God, or the spirit of
errar; for enthusiasm and fanaticism, mankind has ever
.been subject to: hence all those laws and punishments,
made by popes, kings or legislators, to compel men.to
be religious; or to conform to their ideas or tenets; I con~-
sider prejudicial to true devotion: for one man, even a
.slave, has as good right to direct: the exercise of his
soul to.God, as a king has; and.if kings. er learned men
have more knowledge of the truth of things, and the
. true worship of Ged, than the ignorant slave; let them
- remember, the only way to make the ignorant learn
trath, is by example and instruction or advice—but not.
by compulsion er force. Great men may have know-
ledge, that is apt to puff up; when the ignorant may
have charity,. that edifieth~—Therefore all acts of civil
rulers or uninspired legislaters, to tolerate or establish
" any religion, or to punish men for their acts of devotion,.
(when those acts do net.infringe on their neighbaurs’ li-
"berties, persons, or property) are absurd..

As the chief end of civil government, is, to protect,
defend and serve men’s persons and preperty, that they
may be secure and enjoy. civil liberty; and cannot possi-
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bly controul the soul: it is quite out of the province of
man, to direct his.fellow man, what and how, and when,
he ghall worship his God. The great Maker and Judge
of souls, has given direction in his sacred word, as to
the dedication or worship of the soul; and to him all
souls must account. And such seems to be the nature
of the soul, that it abhors being controuled by creature
man—Hence it is evident, that the more a person is per-
secuted for conscience sake, the stronger he grows; and
perhaps the christian religion in general ‘has :been the
most pure and increased when the hottest - persecutions
have prevailed: as when one is burnt for his religion, zen
will arise, as it were,.out of his ashes~—But if-any man,
under a notion of devotion or religion, will commit a
trespass against his neighbour's person, or property, or
destroy his family or property, &c.; in such ‘casgs, the
civil power has right; and itis their duty, to ‘interfere,
and punish men for their crimes—~but not for. their con-
science. But, perhaps, the reader may say that the.con-*
science was the cause of the crime:—I answer the evil
conscience, God may judge; the c1ime, man may judges:
{or how many persons have suflered.for the act of. mur-
-der, when they had po murder in their-hearts; while ma-
ny that have hated their nejglhboqr in heart,and. yet have
not cotnmitted the.act of murder, and cinnot be punish-
ed in this world; but which. is the murderet in the.sight
of God.

But possibly, the reader may say: ¢« What..then. sha,il
we do with all thoseé different sects} and those pretended
prophets, enthusiasts, fanaticks, lanaticks, and preach-
ers, that go about our world, crying; Lo! here, or .Lo!
-there?” &¢. - Answer. In.the first-place, be attentive to
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your bible, and devout in your soul to God; and in case
-they prophecy directly in contradiction to your bible,
you are not to fear them; if they preach another Christ,
or God, than your bible tells of, you are not to go after
them, nor follow them; and so in less ecrrors, “to the
law and to the testimony, if they speak not according to
this word, they have not the true light;* let them alone,

they be blind leaders.of the blind: but do not be found -

fighting against God. Now if preachers have no hear-
€vs, they will soon stop preaching; and if enthusiasts and
fanatics, haye. none to hear the¢ir dreams, . and countene
ance them, they will sponer forbear, than if you fallow
and persecute them. ‘ .
. Secondly: learn to distinguish between essential, gnd
mere circumstantial points of religion; and in circum-
stantial points, put.on charity; as all morta)s are imper-
fect in knowledge and praq;iée, fill your caovenant with
.your brethren; and in case they are in an. error,, if capj-
tal, make it appear by scripture testimony, and convince
them: but not set up your judgment, or your revelations
or conception of thipgs, in place of God's.standard of
.truth. As to diffcrent .sects, they serve to. keep the
-scriptures. pure from corrupt interpolations and errone-
.ous editions, as well as for men to .examine for them-
.selvés, ) .
Thirdly: exgmine the character and employment, as
well as the company, of such preachers. It is. easier
for peaple. to say well, than to do. well. We read of no
truc prophet, preacher, or servant of thg Lord, but what
. sustained a fair moral ¢character; and was in some Jawful
-employmeat: “For if a man provide not for his own, and
_especizily for them of his own house, he has denied the
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faith, and is worse than an infidel.” It is truly lamentae
ble to see and hear of the numbers of would-be preach-
ers, that pretend to a special call of God to preach, &c.;
and some of infamous charaeters, having no regular
standing in any church; no licence from any to preach;
and neither learning to know what they affirm; nor abil-
ity to make a rational man think they are called of God
or his people to that sacred work:—and yet, hewever
strange it may appear, they find hearers; and some too,
that are professed christians, in standing ir respectable
churches; and some teo, that perhaps contribute more
for the support of such preachers in a short time, than
they are willing to give their regular and respectable
ordained preacher and their pastor, all his life time. It
i3 a serious and important question: Which do the most
mischief to seciety, such preachers, or those that run af
ter them and support them in their errers? It is evident
that mankind have pursued alf manner of ways to gaina
temporary support; and altheugh we .must be cautious
how we judge of motives; yet, we have reason to fear,
some men have attempted the most sacred callings, with
no better motive than the horse-jockey—And if men
will encourage by going to hear and supporting such
characters, that are hardly entitled to common hospital-
ity and men of no standing in any church and of no pro-
bity, to the neglect of their covenant obligations with
their brethren and minister; how can they expect any
thing else, but to be left to believe a lie, and to be in a
strong delusiom. '

I once knew an instance in one of the eastern states:
a young man, a stranger in that quarter, without any
credgptials whatever; yet he could preach to suit aindost
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any hearers—So great was the anxiety of the people, to
hear the New Prelacher, that the meeting-houses were
thronged, and he extolled—And I even heard a vencra-
ble Qld Elder (not of the Sabbatarian order) in his own
pulplt, and at the time said stranger had been preaching
. there, not only fellowship his doctrine, but compared
him to the great Whitfield; and so much was made of
the poor stroller, that he was carried about (on horses—
as he had none of his own) from one house to another,.
and preached almost every day and night, for a while—
And had it not been for his character getting about, he.
might have done great harm to settled churches—But
soon his character comes forward; and he perhaps aware,
of it, borrows cloathes and an horse, and puts off. How-
ever the horse and cloathes were recovered; and the last
I heard of said young man, he went off with a compa-
ny of fiddlers, &c.—Some thought him love-crack’d—as
he was fond of women—But, be that as it may, such
seems to be the weakness of human nature. -

I knew another instance in the same quarter, of a Ne-
gro preacher, a stranger: he was so extolled by some,
(not of the Sabbatarian order) that meetings were attcn-.
ded from place to place, by night and by day; and great
appearances of devotion and power of religion, &c. so,
called; and married women of weak constitutions, and
not the best characters, who were professors of religiori:
would, by way of eminence, call him Father, &c. But
the poor Negro was then living in the state of adultery;.
and when he was accused of the crime, would answer)
¢ it was not possible, as God assisted him to do so much
good in preaching,” &c.—However, he had to own the
fact, and suffer the consequence. = ‘



82

1 might mention a number more of similar instances,
which I have been knowing to in the course of my life,
that I omit: but for the sake of the cause of truth, and
the peace of society, I think expedient to mention one
more circumstance of recent date:—

A man had joined a church of repute in the christian
world, and appeared to be zealous and steady for a year
or two: but the church or the lcader of the ehurch did
not suit him; he grew uneasy, and said he could not en-
joy religion with them; yet he disclaimed the idea of
wanting the lead in the church; he wished for perfect e-
quality; and insisted, the youngest or weakest members
had as gocd right to speak, exhort, or govern, &c. as their
minister—~He finally withdraws from his brethren, and
he with a few more of like minds, set up a meeting in
the woods, for a time; and at length find doors opened
for them; and lately 6 or 7 sign articles of faith and cov-
enant, too inconsistent to relate: and one of the male
members (as there were 4 male, and 3 female members)
and one or two female members, proceed to ordain the
two leading members—and those ordained members pro-
ceed to administer the Lord’s supper; and have since
baptized a number; and appear, by what I learn, (as I
have not been to their meetings) to be very devout and
zealous, and have a number to hear and follow them. I

forbear to relate the manner, in which I understand their - -

meetings are conducted——DBut would observe, that, if
man is a reasonable being, and we have a just idea of
God, as the source of order, wisdom and reason; the re-
ligion he has designed for his reasonable creature must
be a system of reason and order—For although he may
see fit to reveal seme things, far beyond the reach of
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the reason of human or finite creatures; yet what man
can comprehend, is perfectly consistent with right rea-
son; and I consider the christian system the most rea-
sonable and orderly, of any in the universe, if rightly
understood. ' '

But such proceeding, as above related, must originate
from the spirit or word of God, or from human invention;
alias, fanaticism, superstition, &c.—and I conclude the
candid, well-informed, will be at no loss to judge which.
But what ground does such proceedings give to the A-
theist, Deist and Infidels? Surely it is lamentable, and
must be for a lamentation to sober christians. But some
may ask, Is there no way to remedy those evils? I know
of no better way than for churches to keep a close gos-
pel discipline, and each member fill his place, and live
according to God’s word; and let such stand or fall to
their own master (unless they commit acts against the
peace of civil society, or neglect their families, as has
been observed) for we are advertised, II. Tim. iii. 13;
«But evil men and seducers, shall wax worse and worse,
deceiving and being deceived.” Let us see to it, that
we are not of that class.

It is evident, that the prophecies of the scriptures are
fulfilling; and that time hastens to a close—when every
man shall give account of himself to God. If all pro-
fessed christians would learn to govern their own evil

, passions, it would be easy for churches—But such isour
unruly members, that they cause our own souls trouble;
and sometimes injure the cause of God. “Lect him that
thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall.”—It may be
they are sincere; what then? Was not Paul sincere when -
he was persecuting Christ, and verily thought he was
doing God service? or, Are not the Mahometaas, and o=
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ther people, sincere in their religion? It would be ab-
surd to say they were not: consequently, if sincerity is
the rule that God, or men, will judge men’s actions by,
solely, I see not but that one man’s religion and actions
are as good as another’s; and so we shall confound right
with wrong, and truth with error.

But sincerity, or common conscience, being the result
of our own judgment; now if our judgment is biassed
in favour of ourselves, even our conceited inspiration,
or by any other man’s, or woman's revelation, it is of
the creature, and not of the Creator—and there is noth-
ing more common in our world, than for mankind to
have partialities for themselves and their connexions.—
Now if God has given us his Divine Revelation, even
his law and gospel, as a standard of faith and practice—
and by ‘which he will judge mankind in the great day of-
account; or, ¢ in the day when God shall judge the se-
crets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.”
Rom. ii. 16.—or as saith the Saviour: ¢ The word I have
spoken, the same shall judge you, in the last day; and if
as many as sin without law, shall also perish without law;
and as many as have sinned in the law, shall be judged
by the law:” and if St. Paul was under the law to Christ,
(1. Cor. ix. 21.) we may depend, that unless our notions
of things, and the feeling of our minds, and our actions,
do not in some good degree correspond with that sacred
rule; vain will be our pretended revelations, and devo-
_tions, &C.~—— -

Hence, if all professed christians would come to that
sacred rulesthere might be, ¢ one Lord, one Faith, one
Baptism,” one Church, one Fellowship, &c. But since
every one must have-a doctrine, a revelation, an inter-
pretation, &c. to suit their own fancies, or selfish ima-
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ginations, there evidently will be a great variety of o-
pinions and sects in the christian part of the world; and
there is no way to remedy those evils arising from fana-
ticism and vain enthusiasm, as it arises from the nature
of man in his fallen situation, that I know of, unless we
closely adhere to the written word of Divine Revelation
and allew it the plain obvious meaning of the sacred
text; and always keep in view the character of God, and
the accountability of man: for if we destroy either, we
make religion a mere piece of priestcraft—Hence those
doctrines of men, that hold out the idea of Fate, or un-
conditional Election, as also Universalism, or the idea of
annihilation, it is conceived, never did any good to the
cause of God or the souls of men—Such rotions being
contrary to the main scope of scripture, our own true
conscience, and the nature of things: for it is absurd to
conceive of punishment, after death, where there is no
crime; and to constitue g crime, there must be a degree
of agency; which implies light, knowledge and ability to
do otherwise than we do; hence saith the Saviour, «If
ye were blind, ye should have no sin (John ix. 41.) andto
him that knoweth to good, and doth it not, to him it is
sin; again, for sin is the transgression of the law; for I
had not known sin but by the law; and without law, sin
is dead.” All must allow this to have reference to
God’s law;—and if all christians would really live and
act in life, as Christ lived, or according to their abili-
ty, would live so; there would be little cause of stum-
bling at their walk as he walked in God’s laws.
But this antinomian notion of no law, no sin, and
what not, will do souls no good.

Some tell of disinterested bencvolence, and a law
of love, &c, Mere chimeras!~For Low can a being
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that is interested in all its actions, act disinterest--
edly? And if we are to give account to God, of all
our thoughts, idle words, and vain actions; surely,
we cannot act disinterestedly: and yet we may act
from a sordid, scifish motive, to so grcat a decgree,
as to make our act criminal in the sight of God, because
our act is not in faith and submission to the will of God,
but rather in.the will of the creature. So also, Love, as it
is the noblest faculty of the soul, is the best motive to
influence our actions. But where do we get scripture
or logic, to call it a law?! any more than fear, hope, or o~
ther faculties of the soul. 7Therefore, mankind as mor-
al agents, are influenced or governed in their actions,
by the hope of reward, or the fear of punishment; which
is the only way to govern accountable beings; for, «if
thou doest well, shalt not thou be accepted? and if thou
doest not well, sin lieth at the door.” [Gen. iv. 7.] Hence
the misery of men arises from their own presuming to
judge what is well, or ill, instead of attending to God’s
word for a determination of right and wrong—Hence
their choosing to act that which gratifies the idol self;
for the present, without regarding the future, or God
and their neighbour; brings them into the greatest mis-
eries in this life, and that which is to come.



EXTERNAL FELLOWSHIP.

ANOTHER source of disorder and confusion in chur-
ches, it is conceived, is christians not well understand-
ing, or considering the rule and meaning of External
Fellowship. -

Letusthen learn to distinguish between internal and ex-
ternal fellowship, & between heaven born & heaven bound
souls: and if our judgment is imperfect in one of the ca-
ses, we shall find we are entirely incompetent to judge
the other, and must leave it for God to judge. Internal
union or fellowship, is gained or felt by that charitable
disposition we entertain of another’s sincerity and true
devotion to God; thinking such is born of the spirit of
God, and is a true worshipper of God; and while we are
conscious to ourselves that we a@re born of God, and sin-
cerely aim to worship him, our internal fellowship is as
natural, as two drops of water are to unite and make one.
It must be acknowledged that such feelings are very
grateful, and some term it the life of religion; and sure-
ly if we had no sense of feeling, we should not retain
all the faculties God has given us as creatures.

But let us remember, ¢“the Heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked.” None knows an-
other’s heart but God; man acts from various motives,
and assumes a varicty of appearances utterly out of the
knowledge of his fellow creature: and if those that are
born of the Spirit, or heaven-born, are as unseen to man
as the wind is, (and I think the Saviour gave us that i-
dea, John, iii. 8.) all we can judge of in the case, is the |
effect; the wind causes the trecs to bend or bow, and
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there are other causes that may make them bend or bow,
Now if the soul of the rebellious sinner really bows to
God, and we can see it, we shall see such souls disposed
to submit to God’s word of revelation, and yield obedi-
ence to God's law and gospel, and walk in God's com-
raands and ordinances, as did Zechariah and Elizabeth of
old—and then we may, with the utmost propriety, not
only have internal, but external fellowship with such.

Iam far from thinking God will justify all the scpara-
tions and different sects of communion that have taken
place in the christian church: the fact is, I have no right
to judge the state of another’s soul, as I dont know what
allowance God may make for human frailty, and errors
of the head, &c.—and it might be a great want of char-
ity in me, and criminal presumption, to say such an one
as does not follow with me, is an enemy to God, &c.—
Nay, let me rather charitably hope they may be accept-
ed of Gud, and leave them to stand or fall to their own
master.

But, as man is a visible being, and his Maker has giv-
en him some ability to judge of visible things; and as
the external things of religion, or the visible appearance
of the kingdom of God, or church of Christ, is to be
secen; so he has given us a visible rule to judge by, even
his law and gospel, as the test to try doctrines and ac-
tions by; and has warned us, “to have no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather re-
prove them.” Now what is works of darkness, unless
it be sin, or the transgression of God's law?—And, saith
the beloved disciple (I. John, i. 7.) “But if we walk in
the light as he is in thé light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin:’’ and chap. ii. 4. “He that
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saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments,
is a liar, and the truth is not in him:” and saith, Prov. vi.
23,.% For the commandment is a lamp, and the law is
light, and reproofs of instruction are the way of life.—
Consequently, the rule of external fellowship must be
somecthing certain and visible; and such is the written
word of God, or the scriptures of the Old and New Tes-
taments—wherein we are directed who and what to fel-
lowship: ¢ And as many as walk according to this rule,
peace be on them and mercy, and onrthe Israel of God.
—If therc come any and bring not this doctrine, receive
him not; neither bid him God speed; for he that biddeth
him God speed, is partaker of his evil deeds.” & Now
we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every
brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradi-
tion he received of us.” II. Thes. iii. 6 & 11. “For
we hear that there are some which walk among you dis-
orderly, working not at all, but are busy-bodies.”” Rom.
16.17. ¢« Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them that
cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine
which ye have learned and avoid them,[18] for they
that are such, serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their
own belly: and by good words and fair speeches, deceive
the heart of the simple.” Observe, good words and
fair speeches, or pretended sincerity will not do, with-
out conformity to the word: I. Cor. v. 11. “If any man
that is called a brother, be a fornicator, or covetous, or
an idolator, or arailer, or a drunkard, or an extortloner,
with such an one, no not to eat.

Again: as the meaning or marks of External Fellow-
ship, is in eating the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper to-
gether; so in the old dispensation, the Passover supper

H 2
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was the token of fellowship and what was then requi-
site or preparatory for eating that supper, was circum-~

cision and being clean according to the letter or exter--

nal directions of the law, and visible order of God’s
housc: so, methinks, the prerequisites for the Lord’s sup-
per are circumcision of the heart, or a new creature
that is conformed to the commandments and ordinances
of the Lord, in.an external order,is necesséry: for St.
Paul gives the idea of a new creature, and faith that

works by love, and kecping the commandments of God,

as synonymous ideas; (see I. Cor. vii. 19, compared with
Gal. v. 6 & 6 15.) and it appears that there was a variety
of sects and sentiments as to doctrines in the old Dis-
pensation, as the Sadducees, the Pharisees, Essens, &ec.
and yet, being conformed to the law, kept the Passover
together. So also it appears that our Saviour eat with
Judas as well as the rest of the twelve—And I see ne
room to doubt but that the apostles admitted Ananias
and Saphira to the communion table until their hypocri-
sy was apparent, and perhaps Simon the sorcerer, &c.—
and it is worthy of notice that so Jong as members con-
tented themselves to remain in the primitive church’ as
private hearers, and conformed to the external order of
the churcn we read of none that was excluded from the
mark of external fellowship—But when they became so
fond of their own attainments and knowledge that they
must be teachers, and brought forward absurd doctrines
that led to evil practices; then they were exclnded: how-
ever it appears that generally in the first centuries the
false teachers withdrcw first from the apostolic church,
before they were excluded the external fellowship of
the church: hence saith the text; ¢these be they that
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separate themselves; sensual having not the spirit, (it
would be absurd to suppose such were actuated by no
spirit] that is not the true spirit of God: and even those
teachers that held circumcision and keeping the cere-
monial law, as essential to salvation; we have no account
that the apostles debarred them of the communion or
fellowship until they first separated—True, they let the
church know that they gave them ro such command-
ment to preach such doctrine, &c.—Hence saith the a-
postle John, L. Epi. ii. 19, « They went out from us, bug
they were net of us; for if they had been of us, they
would no doubt have continued with us,” &e.

So we find, in process of time, mcn became so very
wise above what was written, in prying inte- mysterious
points, that led some to deny that Jesus Christ was come
in the flesh, or te deny the real body of Christ, and some
to deny his divinity, while others were corrupting the
pure and simple doctrines and ceremonies of the church
with heathenish ideas and idelatrous practices; while o-
thers, from vain enthusiasm or pretended revelatiom,
brought forward absurd doctrines and practiees, that
bave rent the christian ehurch into several hundred dif-
ferent sects and communion of fellowship; and all for
mot receiving and obeying the plain written word of di-
vine Revelation: and it has generally been the case, that
a bare inference drawn from secripture that is different,
from the common aceeptation, if not essential, has not
produced a separation, se leng as brethren would let
each methber think for themselves, and se long as all
acted conformable to God’s law and gospel require-
ments—But when men would insist en others? adopting
their sentiments, or exclude them, or separate from
them, then the fellowship is broken and REW sects arise.

»
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What if A. tells his brother B. (and they are beth
private brethren) he thinks that the bread in the com-
munion after consecration is transubstantiated or turned
into the real body of Christ. B. says, No brother, it is
bread still, and only a representation of Christ’s body.—
Now if each enjoy their own thoughts, and charitably
fill their covenant obligations in the church—who will
be harmed? But if A. still persists and calls that bread
a God, and requires B. to worship it, or he will part with
him, or either attempts force to compel a different sen-_
timent, we may see the consequence. So where a pri-
vate brother attempts to improve his gift, if on trial it
should appear that he is unsound in the faith, or his im-
provement not edifying, his brethren should labour with
him in love and faithfulness, and he ought to hold his
peace; and if he will persist to the grief of his brethren,
they should-admonish him, and not hear him, and he
will desist or leave the church: and thus troubles may
be avoided without force, or even the sharpness of €X-
communication.

When we consider the importance and responsibility
of an acknowledged leader or an ordained minister of
the word—a church and the eldership should be ex-
ceeding careful to know well his character and tenets;
for in case any church call forward a worthless charac-
ter, or one of known errors in sentiment, they must in
some degree be accountable for his errors—But where
the character is fair, and the error in his sentiment nat
known, the nature of their call and his charge being to
preach the gospel or word, as revealed in the scriptures
in case he afterwards broaches those corrupt doctrines
that are in the world, he does it at his own risk or res-
ponsibility, and the church is clear of it, yet should la-
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bour to reclaim him, and if he still persist to force his
errors on his brethren, they may be justified in refusing
to hear him, and in using gospel means to silence his
preaching. But all should be eareful how they mistake
truth for error—for error, let it be of ever so long stand-
ing and reputed for orthodoxy, will never make a truth:
and it is evident, by Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical History,
as also by ether historians, that quite opposite ideas have
been held for truth, in different periods of time, even .
by the leading members and majority of churches; and
even now among the learned as well as the illiterate, we
find great contradiction as to what is truth in certain
doctrines. All cannot be right; as truth is, like God,
unchangeable—Man’s believing or disbelieving it, will
not alter it in the least; that is, those fundamental truths
contained in our bible. Therefore, if we let go bible re-
ligion, or revealed truth therein contained, or receive a-
ny thing from any source that contradicts or is opposed
to that sure word of prophecy, as Peter calls it, “to
which we do well to give heed as unto a light that shin-
eth in a dark place,” &c. we have no standard at all—
but must forever, while in this world, be in a maze of
uncertainty in our minds. '

But, says friend Q. is not the Spirit that dictated that
word of Divine Revelation, as you call it, greater and
surer than the written word, which some call'a dead let-
ter? I answer: Can a being be greater or less than him-
self: now admitting that the bible is in fact [i. e. the law
and gospel or revealed religion] the pure work or pro-
mise of God, and that God is perfect and immutable;
where can there be any odds as to possession or certain-
ty of fact. In case ] hold a bank bill, and it is a true
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éne, and on an able and punctual bank; is it net worth
just what it promises, when all allow it will be paid on
sight? Surecly, unless I am a miser, and love hard mon-
ey, [ am just as happy and as safe, if not more so, than
if I had the hard cash by me, and the person of the sign-
cr is my confidence. But, it is true, there are many
banking houses that fail, and also many counterfeit bills
in circulation, and the signer will net pay counterfeit
bills—So we read there are many false spirits as weoll as
fulse prophets gone out into the world. Now if a_true
bill is greater than a counterfeit, so revealed religion is
surer than any man's pretended inspiration that is appo-
sed to it; for it, both agree they are the same in subs
stance; but that which is the standard to try the true bill
by, must be the greatest of the two—And if mankind
take away revealed religion, or the bible, there is no
standard: for, separate from that, man knoweth no more
about God and Eternity than the wild savages of the
wilderness, and his notion of spmething somewhere
that tells him to smoke it, and use his tommzhawk, &c.
may be as sure as friend Q’s notions that are contrary to
the bible. As to the bible, as being a dead letter, we all
know a genuine note or bill is good until it is paid; so
the promises of God in the bible, as rclates to the pres-
ent state, have been made good; or paid to every charac-
ter they were made to; but the main part relates to an-
other world, or state of things; and I doubt not but will
also answer the full demand or promises to characters,
there and then, &c.—But all counterfeit bills, and false
lights or spirits, must be turned aside.

The notion of an invisible church or worship, in thu
visible world, is as vain as to call a departed spirit, or
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the soul, a man: for it takes a spirit or soul, ahd a bbdy,
to make what we call,a man. When the soul has fled,
the man is dead—the body is still visible; (before it is
decayed, or put out of our sight)—we call it a corpsem
the spivit or soul in the separate state, is called (if any
visibility to it) a ghost: and the idea of resurrection will
not apply to that which does not die.

It is evident that friend Q. is as precise and as formal
in his way as friend P. and as he has generally much
the same morals, he may be a good citizen. But whe-
ther his-notion of discarding or neglecting the extcrnal
ordinances of the gospel, that the divine Savicur and
his apostles commanded and practised, is from God or
men, is for him seriously to consider. I am oot dispo-
sed to questicn his sincerity; but remember, smcerny
does not make truth.

I hope I shall not offend my readers by relating a sto-
ry I lately heard. It was represented as matter of fact:

A certain Baptist Preacher, who had preached some
time in a neighbourhood where friend Q. lived. He no-
ticed that friend Q. never came to his mceting; and that
when any of Q’s sect came along to preach, said friend
was forward to notify, &c. his meeting. One day B. as-
ked Q. what was the rcason he never came to hear him
preach, when he bad opened his meeting-house doors
and attended to hear bis friends preach, &c. Says Q.
you study your sermons, and preach the letter:—my
friends preach by the spirit, &c. Says B. how do you
know I don’t preach by the spirit as much as they, see-
ing you don’t come to hear me? Says Q. will you preach
from a text I shall give you? B. answered, he thought
he would. Well, says Q. if you will, I will come to
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hear you; and if you do preach by the spirit, T will give
you the choice of my cows, and I have a number. Well
says B. let me see your text. Nay, says Q. you will have
time to study out something: such a day I will go to
your mecting, and hand you a text, just as you are about
to preach.

The day comes, and Q. appears and takes his seat. B.
begins his meeting as usual, and after prayer and sing-
ing, no text presented. At length Q. puts a small piece
of paper on the pulpit, (or in B’s hand) with these words
writien thereon: ¢ O/d cast clouts and rotten rags.” B. was
quite surprized, and at first was at some loss if such
words wecre in the scripture; but recollecting, he soon
found them, in Jer. xxxviii. 12. and went on to preach
from them: and finally made a pathetic discourse from
them. Q. appcared much moved; and after meeting,
took B. by the hand, and said; Well, you have preached
by the spirit, and the best cow is at your service. So af-
ter a while, B. visits him; and Q. orders up his cows, and
tells B. to take his choice. B. thoughtif he picked on
the largest, Q. might think him avaricious—So he cast
his eye on a middling sized, trim built cow, and says, I
choose this. Ah! says Q. you preached by the spirit,
and have chosen by the spirit—for she is the best cow I
have! '

But to return. Mankind are very apt to set too much
or too little by the ordinances of the gospel; or to over-
rate cxternal fellowskip. Some having a notion that
partaking of the elements confers grace on the recciver
&c. [Ido not learn from scripture or reason, that the
partaking of any extcrnal or visible eclements, or the
performance of any command, or the doing of any duty,
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confers graces, or justifies the soul in any other manneg
than, as God has made the soul a reasonable and accoun-
table being, and has in his word directed the rules and
motives to govern the soul’s actions towards him and all
other beings, and has also promised to reward the obe-
dient doer, and to punish the disobedient, the neglector
and transgressors of his law, &c.: so his promises are
sure; even “ heaven and earth may pass away, but his
word will not fail,” saith Samuel to Saul, I. Sam. xv. 22.
¢ Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold!
to obey is better than sacrifices; and to hearken, than the
fat of rams.” And the whole tenor of the seriptures,
carries the same idea: see, in particular, John xiv. chap.
generally, verse 23; “ Jesus answered, and said unto
him, If a man love me he will keep my word, and my
father will love him, and we will come unto him, and
make our abode with him.”

The idea conveyed by the word grace, is either a free
unmerited gift, or enjoyment; and comprehends ettrnal
life, as, “the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” And saith the apostle to the Heb-
rews, speaking of Christ, (Heb. v.9.) “and being made
perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unte
all them that obey him.”” Now if any souls think they
are in the possession and enjoyment of grace, when
their allowed conduct is in direct opposition to the char-
acter and requirements of God,as revealed in his word
—it fs to be feared such souls are under a most fatal de-
ception; ¢ for not the hearers of the law are just before
God, but the doers of the law shall be justified; [Rom.
ii, 13. compared with Mat. vii. 21. and James, i. 22, 25:

I
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See also Luke vi. 46 to 49.—where our Lord and Judge
compares the doer to the man that built his house on a
rock, and the not doer to the man that built on.the sand;
&ec. :

- And as the doer is blest in the deed, as saith James, I
would ask any sincere, candid soul, if when they had
performed any known duty or positive command of -God
or Christ, from a pure motive of obedience to God and
subjection to his will, they did then enjoy that satisfac-
tion that their soul wanted, or not: and so in proportion
as we conform in heart, lip and life, to all his require-
ments, of doing and suffering the will of God, our com-
forts in this life ariseth, and the well-grounded hope, of
life eternal through our Lord Jesus Christ in the next
world.

Thus it is God that gives or confers grace, and tosuch
characters as his word has promised it to: so also he
provides food for the ravens; but what good will that
food do them if they do not eat it? Is it merely eating or
swallowing that nourishes the body? or is it the food that
efter eaten, in a way consistent with the order of nature
that God has placed in all creatures, digests and nour-
ishes the body?—and as God has given to all creatures
a mouth, and faculty to receive food for their nourish-

‘ment; so he has made the soul capable of receiving by -

faith (as a mouth to the soul) spiritual food to nourish
and strengthen, and invigorate the soul. To this ides,
see John vi. 57.  As the living Father hath sent me,
and I live by the Father, (he did always those things
that were pleasing to the Father] so he that eateth me,
cven he shall live by me.”  Verse 63. «Itis the spirit
that qnickex}eth; the flesh profiteth nothing, [orhttlp]

LI
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the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and
they are life.”” Intimating, as I conclude, that as the na-
tural body is nourished by the mouth’s receiving &c. na-
tural food; so by the soul’s receiving, by faith, his words
of promise, (which, observe, is made to characters, or
the doers of the work) they shall be nourished and live;
¢ for as the bedy without the spirit is dead, so faith with-
out works is dead also.”

But some may say I admit a condition on the crea-
tures’ part, to be fulfilled in order for their happiness
here and hereafter: I readily grant, if there is no condi-
tion in the system of man’s salvation; agency and ac-
.countability are quite out of the question; and absolute
fate must govern, and I am as much justified in writing
as I do, as St. Paul was for writing as he did—Surely
such must be the consequence, in case we suppose that
God absolutely fore-ordains whatsoever comes to pass—
¥For if there is no liberty in man’s will, (as the will gov-
erns the man) there can be no accouuntability: conse-
quently, such an idea must confound virtue with vice,
‘and destroy the idea of a Judgment, and, virtually, all
religion. But there isa material difference between
supposing that man has all liberty or power to will at
his own option, and at any time he may choose; and that
of a certain degree of liberty to will and choose at cer-
tain times. Now Time, as well as Man and man’s pow-
er orJiberty to will, &c. are the property of God, and not
of the creature—and he gives, ‘a time and a scason to
every purpose under the sun.’

Therefore, real christians should have their fellowship
in the truth, built on some known, stable, sure rules; and
such is the revealed word of God, that itis a lamp to




wamem @ AT QRS T

100

our feet, and a light to our path, and so plain that he that
runs may read. But if we will not run in that straight
way to life, but will choose our own crooked ways, and
will follow the lights of the creature, (or man’s enthu-
siastic notions that lead away from that sure word of
propheé_v) and must fellowship, externally, all these
that tell of good feelings, &c. Hear what the Lord says
by his prophet, Isa. 50. 11. “Behold all ye that kindle a
fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks; walk in
the light of your fire; and in the sparks that ye have
kindled; this shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie
down in sorrow.” Also, Mal. ii. 13. % And this have ye
done again, covering the altar of the Lord with tears,
with weeping, and with crying'out; insomuch that he re-
gardeth not the offering any more, or receiveth'it with
good will at your hand.”

Paul tells Timothy, IL. Epi. i. 13. «Hold fast the form

,of sound words,” &c. Now if the scripture does not
contain those sound words, where shall we find them?
and if we have not got them, how can we hold them

fast? &c. If the words, God, Christ, Law, Gospel, and
Gospel Institutions, or scripture forms of performing -
them or acknowledging and doing them, are not sound,
I know of none. i
So also St. Paul tells of some ¢ having a form of god-
liness, but denying the power thereof; from such, turh
away.’ IL Tim. iii. 5, Observe, it .was a form—Now
all things that are visible, have some form: anditis
evident that the idolatrous worshippers we read of; had
a form, and perhaps as much apparent zeal; pay miore,
even to sacrifice their children to their God—But let us
remember it was not the form that God's werd directéd‘..

-~



AWe may, by reading the context, see those character,
that St. Paul had reference to, who he says denies the
power of godliness, and to sum it up they were not con-
formed to the directions of God’s written word. Now
if the power that may appear in a form of godliness,
does not incline people to be conformed to God’s reveal-
ed word, may we not easily see from whence the appear-
ance cometh, and jndge in ourselves what is zight?——
Hence, if we compare man’s conduct by that sacred
standard, we may be established in the truth. But if we
compare ourselves among ourselves, and measure our-
selves by ourselves, we are not wise: or in case we fel-
lowship externally upon so.uncertain a thing as man’s
feelings, inventions, or pretended revelations, we may
as well pursue a Jack-with-a-lantern.

No doubt, when our Saviour came upon earth, the
profest people of God were as zealous, and had a form
of godliness, as well as profest christians now bave; and
were fond of making proselytes to their order: for it
seems, ¢ they would compass sea and land to make one.’
But let us remember, their doings were to be seen of
men; and they would make void God’s law by their tra-
ditions: and cansequently the Saviour says; ¢ In vain do
they worship me, teaching for doctrines the command-
ment of men.”

If we would have any sure rule of fellowship, or act
1o please Gad, and for our souls’ benefit, for the honour
of God’s cause, and the peace and happiness of socicty,
we must believe and act as the bible er God’s. revealed
word directs us, have that for our standard of faith and
practice; then let us carcfully search that sacred volume
¢ach one for ourselyes, with fervent prayers to God, and
a deyout disposition to serye him, at the event of all
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—thi;lés of a worldly nature, and we shall easily see what

is of God, and what is of men or other beings. -
But alas! how close do long traditions stick; ‘and how
pleasing to nature is worldly profit, convenience, and
the applause cf mankind! as also our own internal feel-
ings that may arise from our sincerity in an error. But
as the poet has it, speaking of God’s revealed word:—

Thy word is everlasting Truth;
How pure is every page!

That holy book shall guide our youth,
And well support our age.

This then is a sufficient standard for our external fel-
lowship; and by attending to it, we may knew who, when
and what, to admit to our external communion—But a-
side of that, all is uncertainty and confusion.



ARGUMENTS ON BAPTISM.

THERE are few people in our part of the world, but
are sensible that the article of Baptism, has- been for a
long time, and still is, much controverted. ' No doubt,
many pious and learned men, have been engaged in the
contest, and possibly with too much warmth of zeal.

The most conclusive arguments on that subject, that
I have seen, are found in the writings of Messrs. Bald«
win, and Merrills; to whose writings on that subject, I
would refer my readers, in case they want a learned and
elaborate discussion of the subject.

As I have noticed, that in case we leave the plain ob-
‘vious meaning of scripture, on any point of the christ-
ian’s faith or practice, we shall be in a state of uncer-
tainty in our minds; as nearly all the scriptures have
been more or less disputed or controverted by mankind,
at one time or another. Therefore, the most I propose
in the present case, on this subject, is to give some plain
scriptural and reasonable ideas, concerning the institu-
tion or ordinance of Baptism, its designs, the virtue and
efficaey of it, the mode of performing it, and the candi-
date that may receive it, &c.~—~and would wish .to do it
without any reference to paxty sects in religion; and- by
no means to prejudice any soul.

The words, Baptism, Baptist, and Baptize, all deriva-
tives of one idea, occur many times in . our SCFipture.—
But we may notice i is not found, I think, in all the Q14
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Testament: and perhaps there was not a word, in all the
languages in the world, that communicated just the same
idea, until the mission of John the Baptist, (or dipper)
was manifested to the world—And perhaps we may as
well undertake to go to the lapd of Judea, and agek for
John the Baptist’s bones, as to obtain a satisfactory mean-
ing of that word, aside from our bible:—and here eur
Saviour's question, he asked the Jews, is pertinent: < the
Baptiam of Joba, was it from heaven or of men?”’ Luke
xx. 4. If we admit John’s mission, or Baptism, to be
frem heaven; we may conclude &e knew the import and
menning of the word, as well as the mode to perform it;
as also the suitable candidate for it. See Mat. iii. from
1 to 12. « He preached repentance, and baptized those
that confessed their sins; and they were baptized of him
in Jordan, confessing their sins,” &c.

. Butas.our Saviour and his apostles, both commanded
and practised the institute of Baptism, 1 conclude no seo-
ber christian is disposed to dispute, but that the ordin-
ance of water Baptism was, and is of divine authority—
and I am not able as yet to learn any material distinetion
in the nature of things, between the words, command,
erdinance, or institution: if i is of God, it is te remain;
for what the Lord doeth he doth it forever, or as leng as
the state of things remain as when he gave thé com-
mand, ordinance or institation. So saith .our Saviour:
« Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost; teaching them, to ebserve all things what-
soever I have commanded you, and lo! I am with you al-
way, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”” Matth.
. meviii. 19,30, Hence, with the concursence of musy
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éther texts, I conclude for one, that we are not to expgct
another Dispensation, neither another ordinance in the
place of this; or an alteration in the mode of performing
it, of divine authority, so long as this world lasts; for
heaven and earth shall pass away, but his word shall not
pass away.

But some are pleased to say, the Baptism Christ com-
manded his apostles to administer, was the baptism of
the spirit, and not of water, save for a temporary time-——
A few thoughts may correct that idea. ,

Do we ever read, hear or know of God’s (or Christ)

- commanding his servants to perform impossibilities?—

Now the baptism of the spirit is as unseen as the soul
is, and is as much out of the power of men as creatures
to perform, as it is to make a soul—therefore the bap-
tism of the spirit is God’s prerogative and his act, and
no mere creature ever had that power to baptize in any
other sense than as instruments, or by their teaching
and acting in faith, as Christ commanded, God or Christ
verified his promise to them, in a miraculous way to
confirm and witness their mission: hence we find when
Peter was come to Cornelius and preached to him and
those with him as recorded Acts 10. ¢ the Holy Ghost
fell on them as on the apostles at the day of Pentecost.”
What was this but spiritual baptism? and still Peter says,
in the close, “ Can any man forbid water, that these
should not be baptized, which have received the Holy
Ghost as well as we? and he commanded them to be
baptized in the name of the Lord,” &c.

b { presume to _think, that no rational creature in hls
sober senses, (unlcss he be carried away with enthusias-
tic or fanatical notions) will say, that the baptism St. Pe-
ter in the name of the Lord, commanded Cornelins and
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those with: him after they had received the Holy Ghosty
was any other than water baptism. St. Peter could not
be so ignorant of his mission or his Master’s will, as to
think because Cornelius and those with him had receiv-
¢d the baptism of the Holy Ghost, there was no need of
their submitting to water baptism. Now the ordinary
abilities of man, may enable him to perform water bap-
tism; whereas spiritual baptism is utterly qut of his pow-
er to perform or communicate: therefore as a visible
ordinance in the visible church of Christ, Water Bap-
tism was, and is, the baptism that Christ commanded
his servants to teach and administer; and this will more
fully appear, if we consider the manifest design of the
institution:—And in case I bring forward any idea that
may be new to any one, I beg them to thoroughly cam-
pare scripture, and the nature of tlungs, before they a-
dopt or reject those ideas, &c.

Altho’ God has a right to command, or institute ordi;
nances for his creatures to sub,ect to, and it may be suf-
ficient for man to know that thus, Ged has commandzd,
and our duty is to obey yet; ip most, if not all his re-
qmrements, we may discover his design, and the consise
tency and reasonablengss of the requirement—And such
is evidently the desngn of all the visible institutiops ang
commands or opdinances of God, that they connect the
dcclaratwe glory of God, with the happiness of the wil-
ling and obedient soul.

What were the modes of worship for Adam, in his
state of innocency, is not ascertained clearly in scripture,
and is out of the power of man now to ascertain. We
have no reason to doubt, but that, as he was God’s crea-

" ture and made good, altho® a natural man, and in the na-
tural world, he might live in open vision with his Mas
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ker.—Be that as it may, it is evident, that when he sin«
tied, he could only hear the voice of the Lord God, in
the garden: and hence, to hear and obey the voice of the
Lord, constitutes the principal external happiness of
creatures, as they cannot see God, only by an eye ot
faith, and live, in this earthly tabernacle. Therefore, as
visible religjon or external worship, was, and still is ne-
cessary ih this temporal state of things; in order that
man may seérve to declare the glory of God his Maker,
and act for'the benefit and instruction of his posterity;
s also for the edification of his equals. So God, in
mercy to his creature man, has not only given him his
law as a rule of life, but also external forms or institu-
Hons for him to manifest his love, faith and duty in, to
his God. Now the most'of christians suppose that the
ordidan¢es and ceremonies of worship, in the old or for-
mer Dispénsation was typical, and no doubt the taberna-
cle and its vessels and ‘even the land of Canaan, all were
in a certain degree typical—And in casé we can happily
see the end and design of those types and shadows, " and
rightly apply them to the gospel Dispensation, it may
afford us great consolation, and stability of mind: where-
as a misapplication of those .ceremoniés or ordinances
may hurt us. The question then is, if water Baptism is
an ordinance of God, and to be perpetuated in his milli-
tent church; and if it was not instituted in the former
Dispensation; and some of those former ordinances are
done away, as to form: Which of the former institu-
tions does baptism succeed in the place of ! &c.

(I shall give my judgment, only as a man, who trusts

« he has obtained grace to be found faithful; but not pre-

tending to any immediate revelauon, save what is reveal-
ed in the scriptures.)
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Y answer. Not in the place of circumecision; but, if
9n the place of any former ordinance, it is in the place
of Sacrifices.

As I profess to be a reasonable creature, and as the a-
postles tcll us “ to give a reason,” &c, I will first shew,
how it could not come in place of circumcision, and
then the propriety of it’s coming in the place of the
law of sacrifices; and leave it for men to judge.

God had servants that no doubt understood the meth-
od God had ordained as an external mode of worship
and dedicating themselves to God in an acceptible order,
long before circumcision was introduced into the world;
and if circumcision was essential to salvation, those that
did without it, must be lost, or God has altered his terms
of acceptance. The scriptures give us two ideas asto
the design or meaning of circumcision; viz. ¢ they a®
debtors to do the whole law;” Gal. v. 3. ¢ and a seal of
the righteousness of faith.”” Rom. iv. 11.

It will not be disputed but that those who are bapti-
zed are debtors to do God’s will, even in the gospel Dis-
pensation, as all mankind that hear of the gospel have
an cvident duty to perform; i. e. to obey it. Not that do-
ing duty, or the law, can justify a soul at the bar of God,
(as the nature of law is to condemn the sinner; and duty
we owe to God as being his creatures, owing all ¢
have and are to him: and where is the mortal that ever
and always did his duty? for in many things we all offend,
and verily are unprofitable servants whcn we have done
that which was our duty to do—Therefore duty can né

ver merit.) but the least omission or transgression of
God’s holy law, brings condemnation or death.

Hegce, if mankind are justified at the bar of God, it
must be by faith in the atonement Christ has made, fof

108
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the believing soul—Hence, the just live by Faith. «But
without Faith, it is impossible to please him;” Heb. xIL
6. “ And Abraham received the sign of circumcision, a
seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet
being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all
them that believe though they be not circumcised,” &c.
Now the covenant that God made with Abrabam, to
which the seal of circumcision was affixed, as in Gen.
xvii. 10, had a reference to temporal good, and greatness,
i. e. the land of Canaan and also of the seed of Jesus
Christ who was made of Abraham’s lineage, according
to the flesh; hence the seal was to be in their flesh, &c.
Observe, a seal is something visible, that the man-child
carried with him through life: and as that covenant, on
&od’s part, was fully completed and fulfilled when he
had brought Abraham’s posterity into the enjoyment of
the land of Canaan; and after Christ was brought forward
and commenced a new Dispensation, and new modes,
signs, &c. that seal was at an end—as abundant texts
plainly manifest—And as the natural heirs of Abraham
reccived that temporal good and land of Canaan, which
was a type no doubt of Heaven, so the true spiritual heirs
of Abraham’s faith, or those that are the children of
God by faith, unto whom the better promise is made, and
spiritual and eternal good is promised in the covenant—
are sealed in another way, as saith the apostle, Epi. i,
13. « After that ye believed ye were scaled with that
holy spirit of promise whichis the earnest of our in-
heritance,” &c. Andiv. 30. « And grieve not the holy
spirit of promise whereby ye are scaled unto the day of
redemption;” compared with II. Cor. i. 22. and Rom. viii.
16, with many other texts—Implying, not only a real

K
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satisfaction to the soul, that has the seal, of the new cov-
enant; but likewise a visible appearance to our fellow
mortals, that we are heaven-bound, by our deportment
and daily conduct, and are sealed in their forehead as
the servants of God. ¢ Now if any man have not the
spirit of Christ, he is none of his,” &c. But water bap-
tism confers no grace, and is no visible mark on the
creature: therefore it could not be designed to take
place in the new Dispensation instead of circumcision
by any means, as Faith ever was a prerequisite for Bap-
tism—But circumcision was ordered to be forced on all
males of Abraham’s household, and even on the child
eight days old, who is utterly incapable of acting in faith;
and I know of notie, even the least colour of a command
in all the bible, to administer water baptism before there
is a manifestation of faith; consequently could not suc-
ceed in the gospel dispensation in place of circumcis-
ion.

Now, that water baptism succeeded in the church,
in place of sacrifices, I think is evident, if we consider
their designs and the candidates. Sacrifices were as
early as Adam’s time; and we are informed in scripture
who was to bring their offering, and what they were to
bring, and how, &c.—and it is worthy of notice, that A-
bel brought the firstling of bis flock, and was accepted,
in preference to Cain, who brought the fruit of his own
labour, or of the earth, %&c.

Now as bldod is the life of the flesh, so we are told,
« ]t is the blood that maketh atonement, and without the
shedding of blood there is no remissions of sins," &c.—
And, it appears to me that the great Jehovah informed
Adam and his, sons, after the fall, something like this:
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.

¢ Adam, you, by your transgression of my holy and
righteous law, have forfeited your life, your all; and the
law calls life for life; your God has found out a way; the
seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head; mine
anointed shall come in the fulness of time,in a visible bo-
dy, and put away sin by the sacrifice of himself, and rise
victorious over death, hell or the grave, in order for
your relief. Now, Adam, if you belicve my promise of
grace, and wish to be saved from everlasting destruc-
tion, do you renounce the dictates of that serpent that
has deceived your wife; and also all dependance on any
thing you can do, to merit my favour, and as a testimony
that you confide in my gracious promise of salvation, &c.»
do you take that innocent lamb, and offer it up, thus and
so, as an emblem of my promiscd Saviour, and as a man-
ifestation of your faithyin my salvation, &c. and thereby
you will prove that you resolve to accept of my offered
grace, and also teach your posterity the way of accepte
ance before your God.”

. Thus, it seems that.sacrifices was introduced into the
old world. And it is worthy of notice that nearly all na-
tions of the earth, have from the earliest times we have
account of them, had %notion of appeasing their dei-
ties with vicarious sacrifices; and by the way, it is a good
argument for the truth and validity of our scriptures;—
and here we might notice the price cf our rcdemption,
and the malignant nature of sin, as it seems to require
the Creator to humble himself as it were to save the
poor lost creature; as is abundantly evident by our ac-
count of the humiliation and sufferings o Christ.

Again, when God introduced the law of sacrifices by
Moscs, we may observe it is entirely distinct from the
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moral law of God, or the ten Precepts in the decalogue,
—not a word of sacrifices in that law. Therefore, the
law of. sacrifices had the nature of a standing ordinance
in the visible worship of God, and was attached to the
service of the sanctuary or tabernacle of the congrega-

tion. Now as all those sacrifices were emblematical or
typical of the great sacrifice of Christ’s body, which a-

lonc could take away sin, so it was to continue in God’s

visible worship until the antitype came and took it out
of the way, nailing it to the cross, &c. And we should

cver remember, that there is no requirements in all the

Iaw of sacrifices, for any person to offer such sacrifices

only as-an evidence of their faith, and a manifestation
of their obedience to God.

The sacrifice of the Passover had reference to Israel
as a nation’s deliverance out of Eglyptian bondage; and
all the first-born males were sanctified or set apart to
God, and was to be redeemed by a Lamb, &c. and as all
the visible Israelites eat that sacriﬁce, s0, I conceive, the .
Lord's Supper succeded in place of that sacrifice, and
3s designed for all professors or the true spiritual Israel-
ites to partake of, as emblematical of their deliverance
from sin, or that worse than Egyptian bondage, by the
sacrifice of the only begotten Son of God, &c.—But ob-
serve, the infant did not offer that sacrifice, nor the par-
ent for the childin particular, (for it would be absurd to
suppose the first child of a parent, and a male only, was
to be favoured of God to the exclusion of all others) but
rather as a general idea; as all the first-born in” Egypt
were slain in the nation, so the first-born of Israel were
sct apart to God.

All the other sacrifices, had reference to national sins,
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or to individwal pollutions, and were brought at the cost
of the nation, or the individual, that was capable of act-
ing 1n faith; and I conclude no rational mind can sup-
pose that all orany of the sacrifices offered by any in
the former dispensation, had any virtue or did any good
to those that offered them, other than continuing their
visible standing in the church, unless offered in faith.~
Now as true justifying faith, or spiritwal devotion is as
unseen to mortals, as the soul is, in case there then was
a propriety of men’s external actions, to manifest to God
and thieir fellow mortals and the rising generations their
faith; so it still remains consistent and necessary in the
gospel dispensation, that mankind should manifest their
faith by external acts of devotion, ot dedicating of them-
sclves to God; as man is still in the flesh, and the state
of things in the visible werld, are not materially altered.
from what they were in the legal dispensation.

Now as all those sacrifices were to be living creatures,.
{those offerings, consecratiens, &c. that had not life,
were not called sacrifices) and were (o be perfect or
sound without blemish, and breught to. the door of the:
tabernacle of the eongregation, and there offered to the
Lord, and must be slain, and the blood sptinkled on the
altar and within the veil, te atone for sin, (fer although.
we read of animals being offered alive, and remaining;
#o for the service of the priests and Levites, &c. yet.
they weze net called sacrifices, but offerings. ) How for~
€ibly did they represent the offering of Jesus. Christ;.
ence for alll—And ag’all these sacrifices thus slain, pre.
figured the great antitype in his death, &c. until he made
his. offering of his own body, once in the world to put e+
way sin by the sacrifice of himself—So, when he had

i
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risen from the dead, and all power in heaven and ire
earth committed to him, and another dispensation and~
order of worship commences, he tells his disciples: “Go
ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature; [[ conclude all men must - understand those-
cyery creatures here spoken of, is, rational intelligences.
capable of hearing, understanding and believing as the
gospel was to be preached among all nations for the o-
bedience of faith, Rom. i. 5, & xvi. 26.] he that believ-
eth and is baptized, shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned.” Mark xvi. 16. with Matth. Luke,
&c. .

Now as the Israelites were to bring their saerifices to
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation alive, for
God’s priest to slay, and offer and make an atonement
for the soul according to the law, which could not be ef-.
ficacious to the soul, unl¢ss offered in faith, as before
stated—So the believing penitent soul, that receiveth
the glad tidings of the gospel, may'wigh propriety come
to the gongregation of God’s pcople, and there profess
their faith before God, and to his people, and present
their body as a living sacrifice, for God’s authorized min-,
ister of the gospel to do with it according to the ordi-
nance of the gospel by baptizing such according to the -
commission Christ has given.

‘Hence we find Ananias saith to Paul, Acts xxii. 16,
4 And now why tarriest thou? arise and be baptized,
and wash away thy sins, calling on the mame of the Lord®
or as Peter-preached, Acts ii. 38 “ Repent and be bap-
tized every one of you, in the.name of Jesus Christ, for '
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the glft of the
¥oly Ghaest, &c.. - t '
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Now Baptism, by immersion, perhaps is as emblemati-
cal of Christ’s death and resurrection, as Kkilling the
living sacrifice of old, and more so, as that only shewed
his death and sufferings; but this, as the body cannot
live under water, shews his dying and rising again.————
Hence saith the apostle: ¢ Therefore we are buried
with him by baptism into death; that like as Christ was
raised from the dead by. the glory of the Father; even so
we also should walk in newness of life;”* Rom. vi. 4.
and, “ Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized
imto Jesus Christ, were baptized into his death?”” &c.—
« For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ,
have put on Christ.”” Gal. iii. 27. Therefore, as here is
a lively representation of the death and resurrection of-
Christ, in this ordinance by way of plunging, I conclude
that Baptism succeeded in place of Sacrifices, and both
as a manifestation of the faith, in the candidate. More
scriptures might be cited, and much more said, but our
Iimits will not admit of it at present. '

But let none be so 1gnorant, as to think baptism by wa-
ter is the putting away of the filth of the flesh, or atones
for sin. St. Pater informs us, in his first Epistle, iii. 2}s
to the contrary; it saves the believing soul the guilt of
conscience for the neglect; but, only being a ‘figure of
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, it is still Fesus Christ
only can take away our sins, by his power and.the virtue
of his doings: or as saith John; % The blood of Jesus
Christ cleanseth us from all sin, while we wakk in the
light (of his word) as he is in the light.” So he net
only gave his command for water baptism, but also-gave
us the precedent by subjecting himself to it, to .fulfit-
all righteousness, and we shall have no cause of -shame
when we have a due respect to all his commandments,
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The virtue and efficacy of water baptism; thetefore, is
like the virtue and efficacy of keeping the other posi-
tive commands and institutions of the great Jehovah, er
Head of his church.

As he has promised to reward the evil doer, so there
is a reward for the righteous and in keeping of his di-
rections there is great reward, Psalms xix. I}.

As to the mode of performing Baptism, scripture i<
forms us of but one mode. John baptized where there
was much water. Jesus Christ, it appears by comparing
the Evangelists together, was baptized in the river of
Jordan—And we read, Acts viii. 38, of Philip baptizing’
the Eunuch in a certain water, that they, “ went down
into the water, and thatthey came up out of the water;’®
and as the act of baptizing is compared to burying, id
several places, it is evident that the mode was by laying!
the body under water, as near in the position we bury
them, as may be. Now the method of burying is famils
iar; I know of ne people that bury with.the face downe
wards; much less to sprinkle a little earth on the face,
or pour it on while the body is standing, and call such a
procedure burying the dead—And it is thought that
were it not for the inventions asid subtle argurents, and
selfish intevest of uninspired men, mankind would now
be at no.more loss- in. their minds respecting the mode of
baptism, than they are as to. the mede of burying their
fellow mortals.~And the only safe way that T know of}
ferman now to. attain the truth, in this particular, is, té
hay- aside: creatures’ direction, and attend to: divine Rev-
elation-as recorded: in our bible. 'By attending to that
with. fervent prayer, and'a disposition to-obey the truth)
let:it cost us: what it may, we may see the fitness of

A
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things, and be established in this as well as ali other
points of rehgmn.

Now, as to the suitable Candidate for this ordinance—
‘We know that also is a matter much controverted. But
let us still adhere to scripture, and keep in view the
character of God and the accountability of his creature
man. If it has pleased God through the foolishness of
preaching, to save them that believe; and if the gospel
was preached among all nations, for the obedicnce of
faith; and if, « with the heart man believeth unto right-
eousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto-
salvation, and so faith comcth by hearing, and hearipg,
by the word of God;” (Rom. x. 17.) and if the word of
faith which we preach, is nigh thee, that thou shalt con-
fess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart, that God hath raised him irom the dead thou
shalt be saved—I say, if the apostle was correct in such
like ideas, and that without faith it is impossible to please
him:—then certainly a fair inference must suppose that
a suitable candidate for baptism, must be an adult per-
son; one capable of hearing and understanding the doc-
trine taught; and also of speaking to confess the Lord
Jesus; and consequently, that has a firm belief in God,’
Christ, &c. or they are not candidates for baptism accor-
ding to God’s appointment: and if we peruse the docs
trines and practice of Christ and his apostles, we cannot
find the least intimation or practice otherwise. Repentes
ance and faith, ever were first called for by John, by Je-
sus Christ, and by all his disciples that scripture gives
us any account of: as John baptized them that confessed
their sins; so when the Samaritans believed Philip prea-
ching the things concerning the kingdom of -God and
the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men-
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and women—But we read of no children or infants be-
ing admitted.

So also, Philip to the Eunuch: ¢ If thou believest with
all thine heart thou mayest.” So when Lydia’s heart
was opened, and she attended to the doctrine preached,
she was bapticed. ‘ '

As to Lydia’s household it is no more likely that she
had any in her family but adults, than it is for merchants
that go abroad for the purpose of trade and commerce,
and only have a family of servants. So also as to the
Jailor’s family; the apostles spake unto him the word of
the Lord, and to all that were in his house, &c.

Now, can any candid mind think, that had oaur Lord
designed that baptism should be performed against any
one’s will, or to infants, that both he and his apostles
should never give us such anidea in command, nor leave -
us any account of such a practice in all the Book of
God?

As to the degree of Faith, previously requisite to the
ordinance of baptism; I conclude, the scriptures leave
that to the conscience of the candidate. The Eunuch
professed to believe that Jesus Christ was the Son of
God. Peter preached baptism to them that were prick-
ed-in their hearts, and enquired what they must do—
(Acts, ii. 38, &c.)—as well as to Cornelius, who had re-

ceived the Holy Ghost. So also Paul at Ephesus, (Acts
xix. 1, % and on) to those that had been baptized unto
John’s baptism, and had not heard of the Holy Ghost;:
as they were baptized again in the name of the Lord Je-
sus, and Paul laid hands on them and they received the
Holy Ghost; that scripture requires an acknowledgment
of faith in Christ, previous to their subjecting to
baptism—All which evideptly proves that those in the
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primitive days of the gospel, acted in that ordinance to
manifest their faith in the divine Saviour, and thereby
visibly to put on Christ; and thereby, in the appointed
way and order of the great Shepherd of his sheep, en-
ter into the visible church or kingdom of God, to be
yoked under his government, and to be disciplined by
his laws, and learn of him by precept and precedent,
that their yoke might be easy, and their burthen light.

But, perhaps, some enquiring mind may ask if bap-
tism was designed only for believers, and sych as volun-
tarily professed their faith in the divine Saviour, from
whernce .came the practice so familiar and so general in
the christian part of the world, of sprinkling infants and
calling it Baptism? while charity must allow that many
pious souls are in the practice of no other mode, &c.—
Y will try to inform such minds, how I understand, Pedo-
baptism was introduced into the church of Christ; and I
hope no one will be offended at the truth:—

When God gave his law by his faithful servant Mo-
ses, and also the form of the tabernacle, and also the
mode of his worship, he charged him to see that he
made all things according to the pattern shewn him in
the mount: [Heb. viii. 5, compared with Exod. xxv. 40,
& xxvi. 30, & xxvii. 8. and Numb. viii. 4, and Acts, vii.
44.] and Moses was very cautious to charge the people
of -God, not to add, alter or diminish from God’s com-
mandments and institutions. ‘So also in the close of di-
vine Revelation, as also in many places in our new Tes-
tament, we have the most solemn and awful warnings,
about adding or taking away any part contained in the
sacred word; and yet we can read but small portions of
the scriptures without complaiats of man’s assuming to .
alter or take away, &c. God'’s precepts. Even when our
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Lord came on earth, there were many zealous people,
and some that seemed to trust in themselves that they
were righteous and despised others, &c. But how did
the divine Saviour reprove and warn them, ¢ that theg
made void God's law by their tradition; but in vain dg
they worship me, teaching for doctrines the command-
ments of men.”” Mat. xv. 9.

It scems that man has ever been fond and full of in-
ventions, and in almost every age of the world have un-
dertaken, from some motive or other, to make innova-
tions on God’s laws, and his institutions or ordinances:
hence the real cause of all the errors in the world is in
the devil, or man’s propensity to evil, or adhering to the
devil's insinuations, (or mistaking the devil’s suggest-
ions, or their own fancy or selfish interest, for the light
of God’s spirit or word) and many times, I conclude,
innovations are made in God's established order of
things from good motives, in tlie inventor of such inno-
vations, \

Now as Pedobaptism is not found in divine Revelation
we must look for its source elsewhere; and a slight ac-
quaintance with ancient Ecclesiastical history, will in-
form us of its introduction.—

.It'is plain in scripture, that in the apostles days, there
were teachers in the church that taught a different doc-
trine from that the apostles taught; and who held that
circumcision was essential to salvationj—and Mosheim
and other historians inform us, that after the apostles’
days, many absurd doctrines and practices were soon in-
troduccd into the christian church; and that as the chris-
tizn religion became established into a systematical
for as to order and government, &c. real miracles, to-
gether with immediate inspiration ceased. And such
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an account seems reasonable; for after God had estabe
lished his law and the order of worship in a miraculous
manner by Moses, the affairs of religion were carried

ﬁn in an ordinary way and without miracles; as the peo-

ple had that system to inform them in most, if not all
important affairs of life, so likewise as to the gospel dis-
pensation: but saith St. Peter; ¢ there were false proph-
ets also among the people, even as there shall be false
teachers among you,” &c.

Man from some motive, is apt to set himself up—and
when Jerusalem was destroyed, and the priesthood ceas~
ed, the bishops in the christian church it scems trans-
ferred the priest’s office to themselves; and by continu-
ed innovations in power, finally produced a pope,~who
claims a right to infallibility, and to make and alter laws
&, for the church. Man, from ignorance or selfishness
is capable of doing much evil.

Now when the idea of circumcision is allowed as es-
sential to.salvation; and when we admit that water "bap-
tism succecded in the christian church, in place of cir-
cumcision in the old church; it is but natural -to infer,
that water baptism also is cssential to salvation—~\Which
doctrine, it is evident, by history, was absolutely admit-
ted in the church as a scripture doctrine—~(and it is ev-
ident by history that many idea’ or doctrines on many
points of the christian religion have at one time been
voted out as Heresy, when at other periods such doc-
trines were allowed as orthodox, or true—Such was the
case of the idea of Predestination; when first introdu-
ced, it was called Heresy; but now it is popular; as also
the doctrine or word Trinity: Mosheim informs,us, that
Theophilus of Antiochj'was the first inventor of that

L .
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word, about 161 years after Christ.)—and was a very u-
niversal idea in what was then called the orthodox or
true christian church. About the same time, which was
near the end of the second century, the notion of pray«
ing towards the east, and using the sign of the cross,
was introduced in the christian church; and superstition
was apparent then in many particulars—from the idea
that water baptism was essential to salvation.

Natural affections would wish to procure happiness
for our children: and if they were circumcised of old,
and baptism by water, succeeded in the new covenant
as a seal, to their eternal felicity, by all means baptize
them, and save a multitude of souls. But to plunge a
weak, sickly infant, all over in water, might not be con-
venient, if not endanger its life: hence to sprinkle the
face and say the words, may do as well; only have a vote
of the church or the pope, to sanction it for baptism;=——
and let such child have godfather and godmether, that
shall promise it shall be a christian—and all is safe.
Such in short appears to be the source of Pedobaptism,
towards the last of the second century—And weé may
here notice at least two benevolent purposes that the in-
ventor might have in view; viz. the salvation of the in-
fant, and the increase of the church. Whether such
werc the motives of the introducers of Pedobaptism, or
rather lucre, (as I expect they then received a fee for
baptizing infants, and in case they lived, would naturally
add to,the incomes of the bishops’ salary,) is a' matter
out of my province to judge. But as use, or custom and
Labit, becomes second nature, ¢ as thcir fathers did, so
do they to this day.”

\o doubt the Protestant sects had just cause of sepa.

ating from the Romish church; but what a pity it 1s that

e
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they still retain so many errors, practised by them; and
perhaps no one scct is entirely clear of some error in
faith or practice.—Now, a little reason, with attending
to the scriptures, may free us from such absurdities, if
we will let the cunning and sophistical writings of man
alone. In the first place, it is as much out of the pow-
er of man or any body of men, as creatures, to confer
grace or salvation on the soul of the infant, by all they
can do to it, as it is for them to make a soul; and as all
acts of Creatures, in order to please God, must be done
in faith, (as “whatsoever is not of faith, is sin,” Rom.
xiv. 23.) the infant nor ideot, in the ‘nature of things,
cannot act in faith: and as to parents acting in faith, in
such cases, for their children; faith cannot be transfer-
red, any more than joy or sorrow, pain or misery; such,
being mere personal things, must be borne or suffered
by the single individual.

Again, the promise made by the sponsors, or god-par-
ents so called, is such as is utterly out of their power to
fulfil; as young peoplle, when come to adult years, may
commit thousands of sins, entirely beyond the reach of
their guardians’ care and knowledge; as, « he that look-
eth on a woman to lust after her, commits adultery” &c.
All such proceedings may, possibly, be thought of by
sober Deists, as impositions on the human understand-
ing, and no advantage to the cause of true christianity;
for, as man is a reasonable being, he must have some
colour of reason in the proposition proposed to him, or
_ he is not bound either to believe or obey.

- Thus I have given my ideas of the source of Pedo-
baptism, briefly, and as modestly or charitably as the na-
ture of the subject would admit of,

.




124

I have been a (tinking mortal, over fifty years; and"
have read many histories, ancient and modern; and have
seen and heard, perhaps, in substance, all that can be
said on the subject; and if I could find it in my bible, I
think I should be glad to embrace the idea.—But, ¢what
that'is wanting, cannot be numbered?” I freely own X
am personally acquainted with many that hold to Pedo-
baptism; and greatly respect them, as christians in er-
vor; and it is not for me to judge how many and how
great errors a person may hold, and yet meet the appro-
bation of God-—as all mankind are failable. But if the
Pedobaptists would lay aside all they cannot bring a-
Thus saith the Lord for, and unite with their fellow
christians in the plain obvicus meaning of the written
scriptures; what a happiness it would be to the christian -
cause, and the souls and bodics of men.




ARGUMENTS ON THE SABBATH.

THE article of the Sabbath, has been less controver-
ted, in late publications, than that of Raptism. Not be-
cause it is less essential to the happiness of mankind;
but rather because professors of christianity have by
" some means or other, more generally neglected attend-
ing to this solemn command of God: yet there has been
advocates for the Sabbath of the Lord, perhaps, in every
age—I have seen the witings of several authors on that
subject; as Bamfield, who wrote several hundred years
ago—His books are very scarce: I know of only one or
two now extant. He was particular as to the time and
means used to introduce the change of the Sabbath: and
it may suffice to say, that it consisted in artifice and
man’s inventions;—not the least colour of any divine au-
thority for it.

Also, George Carlow, who wrote abeut.200 years ago
~his book was re-printed in 1802—some of those I
have by me to dispose of;—in which he writes in answer
to Mr. Ward, who had written for the first-day sabbath:
and it is thought, that any serious person who is willing
the bible should be the standard of truth, must confess,
when he has read Carlow, that he has not only entirely
refuted Mr. Ward, but also answered all objections
cemmonly brought against the seventh-day sabbath, so
fully that there can be no hesitation in any mind, that is
really disposed to practise truth'in that case, what day of

L2
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the week is the christian sabbath. I could wish every
real christian, would read his book, as it is neither large
nor costly.

1 have also seen some of the writings of several oth-
ers, on that subject, both for and against the seventh-day
sabbath:—and if the reader pleases, he may judge, that
it is not merely tradition, or worldly interest, that dispo-
ses me to make some observations on the Sabbath: how-
ever, as I have often observed in other cases, so also in
this, if our bible does not plainly point out the day, it is
in vain for us to look for stability of mind from any oth-
er source. -

But, says one, my Catechism teaches me that the sev=
enth day was the sabbath of the Lord from the begin-
ning of the world, until the resurrection of Christ, and
from that time, the first day is the christian sabbath—or
words to that effect.

" But pray, dear friend, who made your Catechism? I
answer: The Assembly of Divines, or Synod, or Coun-
cil, or Pope; no matter who; if it is not of God, it will
not stand, in the burning Day. :

Now if all assemblies of divines, were actuated pure-
]y by the divine Spirit of God, they would act agreeable
to the divine command of God; or we may conclude
that God is altered in his nature or moral character; or
clse the law of the sabbath was only given for a pare of
time; which we will consider more of by and by. But,
perhaps, the dear child may ask in what verse in the bi-
ble. may I find the command for the first-day sabbath? I
would answer: in the very next verse to where you
have a command for infant baptism. But, alas! neither
are_to be found in all the book of God.
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But did not our glorious Saviour ris¢ on the first day
of the week? and are not the works of Redemption
greater than the works of Creation? Dear child, and
what old mother learned you to reason so? Observe, if
you would seek for truth in this case, that God has not
seen fit to leave on record in our bible, the precise time
the divine Saviour did arise from the dead; as you may
see in all the Evangelists:—for when they came to the
sepulchre early, even as it began to dawn towards the
first of the week,or while it was yet dark, (observe, the
word day is supplied in every case where the first day
of the week is spoken of, as all our learned men say
those words in Izalics in our bible, are not found in the
original, and it is doubtful.) and he was then risen and
gone—DBut how long he had been risen and gone, is not
left on record. Some have stated, that he was crucified
on the sixth day of the week, laid in the sepulchre that
even‘ing, and rose first-day morning. But what willman
try to do, to make out his own fancy or tenot!

The prophet Daniel speaks, or rather the angel to
Daniel, ix. 26, 37, about the Messiah being cut off, and
the sacrifice and oblation, to cease in the midst of the
week. And our Lord said, Mat. xii. 40, in answer to
those that wanted a sign; “For as Jonas was three days
and three nights in the whale’s belly, so shall the Son of
Man, be three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth.”” Now any person may know, that the middle of
the week is fourth-day; and we have scripture that tells

.us, he was put into the sepulchre in the evening, (Mat.

xxvil. 57.) and would it not b¢ more agreeable to those
scriptures, to conclude he arose from the dead in the e-

- vening?
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And as for the works of Redemption being greater
than the works of Creation; all reason teaches,’ that i
takes more wisdom, and generally more cost, to invent
or construct and build a fabrick or any machinery -at
first, than to repair such building when out of order.—
But why should the day the Saviour arose, be set apart’
as a weekly Sabbath, any more than the day of his birth,
when the glad tidings of great joy to all people was pro-
claimed? or the day of his death, when the great atone=
ment for sin was'made, [and on the day of atonement in
the old dispensation, no work was to be done, Lev. xvi.
29, 30.] by the express command of God?! or any more
than the day of his ascension? for the Holy Ghost, it
seems, was not given in the same degree, until after his
ascension, and he told his disciples that it was expedient
for them that he should go away, in order that he might
send them the Comforter, &c.

I hope I as much value the doings and sufferings, res«
urrection, ascension and intercession of the glorious
Saviour, as any man. But let us have his or God’s com-
mand, for observing either of them as a Sabbath, and

then we may be warranted in so doing.

Now, it is a universal maxim, that a law must be pub-
lished or known, or it cannct be binding; for where there
is no law, there is no transgressiony, &e. Again, it takes
the same power or authority to alter, or abrogate a law,
as it does to make it, and the same publicity. These
maxims are so universal, that F nee@ not dwell on the
idea.

As the seventh day “of the week (nota seventh day)
was ordained and constituted by God himself, at creation
(Gen. ii. 3.) blessed and sanctified of God, or hallewed N
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as a sabbath of rest: as'alsoit is evident, before the giv-
ing the ten Precepts, it was called the Lord’s Sabbath,
and observed as such by the willing and kndwing and
obedient people of God. See Exod. xvi. 22 to 30.
Hence, in the Decalogue it is commanded, by way of

remembrance, as a thing that had ever been enjoined on "

man. Therefore, when a whole nation of six or seven
hundred thousand grown men, shall be arraigned before

God, and shall hear his awful voice, and- he write, him-"

self, even on stone that cannot rot or be burnt, that itis
his holy will that the first day of the week should be ob-
served as an holy Sabbath, in place of the szventh, man
may be warranted in observing it as such,

It is needlesy, in the present age of the world; to cite-

the numerous scriptures that enjoln the - observation of

the seventh day as a holy Subbath, commanded and set’

apart to holy uses by God himself: Neither is it neces-

sary to cite all the blessings God has promised to those:

who duly observe it. All I shall here observe on that

puint, is, that there is no one command ‘in all the scrip

tures, it is thought, has so repeated and-great and uni--

versal promises of blessirigs annexed to the true obser-’

vation of it, as the command for the seventh-day Sabbath-
has. See Isaiah, 56th chapter in particular. And per-
haps rio-one command, -in all the bible, is more com-’
plained of, or heavier punisfiments inflicted on the trans<

gressor, than that on the seventh-day sabbath-breaker-

hath. * Death was the portion of the wilful breaker of
the seventh-day sabbath, as well as for the idolater, or
the adulterer: and I would here ask all candid readers,

if in case polyzainy or adultery, had been as long and as’

universally practised and encouraged and commanded,

by - professed kings, emperors, popes; and proféssed-
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ministers of the gospel, as the first day for a sabbath
has been; would it now be called a less crime? I have
no hesitation in my mind, in such a case,. to suppose
some people would be so far from calling it a crime, that
it would be considered a virtuous act, to have a number
of wives. a '

Again; admit the most barbarous savage, that never
heard of our bible, or of Christ and Divine Revelation,
could be learned the English language, and let him read
our bible all thro’, and he shall never hear a word of
man’s comment on it, and let him admit it to be of di-
vine authority; would’he be at any, even the least doubt
in his mind which day of the week the Lord had ap-.
pointed as a Sabbath for his people? Surely he could
not. And it scems evident from a number of scriptures,
that the law of the Sabhath, was ever considered as the
criterion to distinguish between the worshippers of God
and idolaters. See Exod. xxxi. 12 to 17. and Ezek. xx.
13 to 20. It is calied a sign between the Lord and his-
people forever, and commanded to be kept throughout-
their generations for a perpetual covenant. And it is
observable, that breaking the Sabbath ‘seems an outlet-
to all other sins and vices; as most of the criminals that
have been put to death, who have given a confession,  or
recounted how they were led astray, begin with noticing
the breach or neglect of the Sabbath as the first cause of
their going astray. ,

Now as relates to criminals, in case they knew of no
other Sabbath than the first day, the idea will equally
hold good. What the Sabbath is a sign of, I purpose to.
consider farther on, by and by.

Now, can any christian person even think, that in case
of such importance, bad God or Christ, or any of his
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Bivine missionaries, contemplated a change or the least
alteration in the observation of the Sabbath, or fourth
Command in the Decalogue, that some one of them
-would not have given and at least left on record some
positive and plain account of the same? Surely it would
be uncharitable if not impious to tax any of them with
such indifference and neglect. But, says one, example
speaks louder than words; and have we no example of
the practice of good servants of God, as changing the
observation of the seventh to the first day of the week
as a sabbath; or of their neglect in observing the sev-
enth day of the week as a sacred day of rest, &c.? I an-
swer positively; no such example is to be found in our
bible. All account of good servants of God, aside of
that, is uncertain. As to example, I conclude all good
servants of God, will have their example, so far as their
weak nature admits, correspond with their faith, and the
commandments of God. Leét us see the example of the
good oncs of old, in this case, as recorded in our bible:
And first, see the example of God himself, Gen. 1. 2 &
S, compared with other texts, where a reason is given
for the fourth Command. He rested and was refreshed.

Exod. xxxi. 17. He also blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it, or made it holy to the Lord. (Now let us
always remember, it is God that sanctifies, and he alone
has a right to say what is holy, or unhely, clean, common
or unclean, and not man.) *And I conclude, no christian
will doubt, but that all saints of God, before‘the coming
of Christ, did mean to observe the seventh day as the
sabbath of the Lord; as is sufficiently evident from scrip-
ture. And if our Lord Christ, is to. be followed in ex-
ample or command, let us see clearly that.he has given
any. toleration to meglect the sabbath: and as he was
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made under the law, and.eame to fulfil the law, let us
be careful hew we, as chrigtians, admit the idea of his
breaking the law, even of the sabbath. (For altho’ he
-was accused of so doipg, remember it was the supersti-
tious hypocrites that accused him, and had no founda-
tion in the commmangd of God, or right reason for such
an accusatjon, as it ever was lawful to do well on the
sabbath day, and as mercy is before judgment, so acts of
mercy and of real necessity, as real necessity knows no
law, was consistent with the command of God and all
reason:—hence the incest of Lot with his daughters, is
not eomplained of.) - The idea of Christ's breaking any
part of God’s law, would spoil the atonement he came
to make. Therefore he came not to destroy or dissolve
the law, but to fulfil; and the fulfilling of a typical law
by the antitype’s appearance, naturdlly dissolves such a
law, but not of a moral law, as has been observed.——
Therefore I need not be particular as to all the exam-
ples of Jesus Christ: it may be sufficient to observe, that
he was subject to his parents until of age; and when he
entered on his ministry, we read repeatedly of his going
into the synagogue on the sabbath, and attending the
public worship on God’s stated day of worship; that this
was his manner of example—and we have no account of
his doing or allowing any act of labour on the sabbath,
but acts of mercy or real necessity, in all the course of
his ministry, so far as scripture gives us account of his
example; and he rested in his tomb on the seventh-day
sabbath, as is evident. And although he did cures, and
no doubt preached as occasion served, every day in the
week; we.have no account of his calling an assembly for
mere_public worship, or of his. attending any assembly
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merely for worship, on any other day of the week, than
the Lord’s seyenth-day Sabbath.

As to Christ’s doctrines or commands, of a moral na-
ture, it would be absurd to suppose he ever taught any
thing contrary to what, of that nature in substance, had
been commanded before; for if he and his Father were
and are one, {(not two) and if he was the giver of the
law, as is evident by various scriptures (as he was the
Rock that followed Israel, 1-Cor. x. 4.) and God created
all things by Jesus Christ: and he is before all fhings,
and by him all things exist, &c.© We must suppose him
imperfect, or the natural moral obligation of man alter-
ed, to admit of any need of any new moral precepts: he
therefore taught, in his sermon on the mount, and else-
where, like this: ¢ Whosoever shall break one of the
least Commandments, and shall teach men so, shall be
called least in the kingdom of heaven,” &c. (I con-
clude all sober christians will allow, he here had refer-
ence to the moral law, or ten Precepts.) And he goes
on to explain the true force and spiritual meaning of that

"law, in order that mankind might not be ignorant of it,
or try to evade God’s Jaw; and closes that discourse, with
likening the hearer and doer of his doctrine, to a wise
man that built his house on a rock, &c. But they that
heard and did not do, to the foolish man that built on the
sand, (of creature doctrines perhaps) whose house feil
and great was the fall of it, &c.

As Christ came not to call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance, and as righteousness is, in keeping God’s
Taw, and sin the transgression of that law, se he had no
occasion to reprove the people of Israel for not observ-
ing the law. of the Sabbath, as they kept that, even to a

M
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superstition; which I conceive is, the only case a man -
can be superstitious in keeping Ged’s law, i. e. when he
pays so great stress and attention to some one precept,
as to overlook or neglect some other of equal import-
ance, which was then evidently the case with the S cribes
and Pharisees, in the article of the sabbath:—and he
tells the multitude as well as his disciples, Mat. xxiii. 2,
3. « The Scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat; all
therefore, whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe
and do; but do not ye after their works; for they say, and
do not.”—Intimating as Moses a faithful servant of God,
gave them God’s law, and they, the Scribes, taught a-
greeable to Moses’ doctrine, so the people should do. X
presume no one will think that the Scribes or Pharisees
neglected teaching the seventh day as the Sabbath of
the Lord: it fairly results then, that Christ did command
or teach as well as practise the seventh-day Sabbath;m
and when all power in heaven and earth was his, and he
was about to withdraw his bodily presence from his dis-
ciples, he tells the apostles to go and preach, &c. thro’-
out the world, and to teach the people to observe al-
things whatsoever he had commanded them, ¢“and lo! ¥
am with you alway, even to the end of the world. A-
men,”

Consequently, they must teach God's law and the sev-
cath-day sabbath; for he commanded them so to do, as
before stated: and as it is inconsistent to expect that the
divinely inspired apostles of our Lord, should teach any
thing they had not received in command from Christ—
So we, in perusing their writings, can find no shadow of
a command for any other sabbath than the seventh day
in all their writings in our bibles, and thcte could be- no-
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propriety in their commanding the observation of the
seventh-day sabbath, as God himself had so expressly
commanded that, from the beginning of time, and in
giving his law, as before stated; which law, as God is one
perfect being, is one perfect system of morality, and
was equally given to, and binding on, all mankind as the
scriptures testify. The stranger or heathen in case
they would become God’s people (and all had that privi-
lege who heard of God’s law) were equally held to the
observation of the Lord’s holy sabbath, and had equal
privileges with the home-born Israelite, in case they
were proselytes of the covenant, or really wholly gave
themselves to serve the true God. And here I may ob-
serve that the epithet' of the Jews’ Sabbath, or Jewish
Sabbath is not found in all the bible: it is of much later
date. The seventh-day Sabbath, is ever in the bible,
called the Lord’s Sabbath, the Lord’s day of rest, holy
to the Lord, &c.—but man has undertaken to change
names, as well as laws and times. How such con-
duct will stand at God’s bar of account, is for those
to see to it, who practise so to do.

If therefere the immediate disciples and apostles of
our Lord, never taught any other sabbath by word, let
us see if we can find any example of theirs that may
ook like their practising the observation of any other
day as a sabbath.— - |

It is noted of them when our Saviour lay in his tomb;
¢ they rested the Sabbath day, according to the Com-
mandment.” Luke xxiii. 56. It is also noted that they
attended meetings with the congregations, wherever
they went to preach, on the Sabbath day: (and we have
not the least idea, in all the scripture, of any other day
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of the week as being called a Sabbath, or weekly Sab-
bath, by any people that professed God or Christ, ex-
cept the seventh day) as Christ’s manner was. So it is
recorded of Paul, who travelled and preached most of
all the apostles—[See Acts xvii. 2. compared with Acts
ix. 20. and 13th chapter generally.}]~—and indeed the
whole account we have of their example; as it is not
found on record, that they any of them, met on any oth=
er day of the weck statedly for worship, than on the
Lord’s seventh-day sabbath—True, as they made prea-
ching their business every day, (where circumstances
admitted, no doubt there were asscmblies convened on
other days of the weck occasionally, even as it is com=
mon now for the circuit preachers to attend lectures
when and where they can find hearers;) we have account
of their assembling once at Troas on the first of the
week [observe the word day is in Italics, and supplied]
to break bread, where Paul preached. I think we find
no other place in ail the account of the apostles’ exam-
plc, of preaching being attended to on the first of the
wecek; as the meeting of the disciples, as recorded in
John xx. 19, compared with Luke xxiv. 36, &c. was not
an ordinary asscmbly of the people to worship, and hear
preaching; but rather a few of the leading characters.
had got together, it appears, for fear of the Jews, in a
private order to consult on the affairs then passing rela-
tive to the rising of the Saviour and the cause of chris-
tianity, and Jesus appeared among them. So again af-
ter eight days they were assembled in like manner, and
no doubt for like purposes, when our Lord again met
with them. Now some people insist this meeting was
on the first day of the week, and infer it was to intimate
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it should be kept as a sabbath—when nothing is more
absurd: for observe, it'was after eight days from the
first mecting, and could not be on the first day of the
week, unless it was fourteen days after the first meeting:
that if our Saviour’s being seen or meeting with a por-
tion of his disciples after his resurrection, could consti-
tute a sabbath, without any command of his, they then
had a sabbath forty days together, as he was seen of
‘them that space of time, Acts i. 3. So in like manneny
when they were a fishing, John xxi. 4. Al such preten-
sions to fix a sabbath, on account of such meetings, ap-
pear futile and absurd.

But as to Paul’s preaching at Troas on the first of the
week, we may observe, that Paul-had been therc seven
days, and as his manner was to attend the public wor-
shipon the Lord’s seventh-day sabbath, as has been
made to appear from scripture, and there was no other
day of public worship as a weekly sabbath among all
that professed the true God; I think a fair inference on
that occasion, will allow, that as the disciples had atten-
ded the public worship of God on his holy seventh-day
sabbath, according to his command, Lev. xxiii. 3, and as
Paul was about to leave them, never more to see them
again in time, they concluded to have an evening meet-
ing on the evening after the Lord’s sabbath, for that is,
§n scripture, called the first of the week; for from even
fanto even God commanded his people to celebrate their
sabbath, Lev. xxiii. 32.—So they might have an evening
neeting on that occasion, and a supper for St. Paul and
his comparions; or it might be in way of the Lord’s sup=
per: however, it is not so recorded. Be that a~ '« ..y,
there is not the least intimation in this text of a first-day,

M 2
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sabbath, that I can find. So then, in case we look for &
sabbath from the example of Christ and his disciples,
and indeed all his disciples from scripture account, we
shall see their uniform example, as to a sabbath, was, by
attending to the Lord’s commanded seventh-day sabbath,
and no intimation of any other in scripture. I shall,
by and by, shew where a first-day Sabbath came from.

But, says the enquiring mind, was not St. John, (Rev.

1. 10.) in the spirit on the Lord’s day? and was not that
day the first day of the week? T answer: No doubt St.
John was in the spirit in the isle of Patmos, and on the
Lord’s day; and if we attend to scripture, we shall find
that no definite day of the week has any thing like the
appellation of the Lord’s day, save the seventh-day sab-
bath, which is called the Lord’s sabbath day, &c. in nu-
merous places, but no such idea is given of any other
day of the week. The Lord’s day, or day of the Lord,
in scripture sometimes, has reference to some extraors
dinary manifestation of the divine agency, of judgment,
or of mercy. See Isa. xiii. 6. Joel ii. 1. Zech. xiv. l.—=
And such an idea is so often in scripture, that I need
not quote them.

As for the Lord’s day, as bemg applied to the first day
of the week, no such intimation is found in scripture.—
But admitting St John was in the spirit on the first day
of the week, and saw a great vision, &c. will that cone

, stitute a sabbath to be observed weekly, without a divine
"command, any more than Ezekiel’s visions on the fifth
day of the month; (Ezek. i. 1.) or Isaiah or other of the
prophets, that tell us of the time and manner of their
visions, &c.? Surely it cannot: Therefore all pretene
sions to fix a sabbath on such pretexts, are at best but ‘
begging the question, and vain, ’
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But perhaps the antinomian disposed mind may say:
Poes not St. Paul, in several of his epistles, intimate
that there is no weekly sabbath, for christians to observe
as holy time? I would observe: In case St. Paul meant
to inculcate the idea that christians were not held to mo-
ral obligations and the observation of God’s law asa
rule of life, he must be very inconsistent with himself;
and consequently, prove he had not a divine mission to
preach; for he tells us, Rom. iii. 31. « Do we then make
void the law thro’ faith? God forbid: yea we establish
the law.” And vii. 12. “ Wherefore the law is holy and
just and good.” And altho’ he became all things, to all
men, that by all means he might save some; yet he tells
us, 1 Cor. ix. 21. “ being not without law to God; but
under the law to Christ.”” As to his observing, Rom. 14
5. ¢ One man esteemeth one day above another; anoth-
er esteemeth every day alike.” If we consider the con-
text, it is evident he had no reference to the sabbath, but
rather to those days the heathen or superstitious Jews
esteemed lucky or unlucky days, or some of the feasts
of the heathen on days dedicated to their idols, &c.——
The same will apply to his observations in Gal. iv. 10.
¢ Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years,”
&c. So again in Col. ii. 16. “ Let no man, therefore,
judge you, in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holy
day, or of the new moons, or of the sabbath days; [17.] .
which are a shadow of good things to come,” &c.

Now it is evident, from numerous texts of scripture,
that at the time the apostle wrote those epistles, there
was a number of pretended teachers of religion, who
still insisted on circumcision and the observation of all
the ceremonial law of Moses; notwithstanding the de-
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cision of the apostles and elders, as in Acts xv. 28. and
we may observe, in that controversy and decision of the
apostles, there was not one article in dispute, that is
contained in the ten Precepte: and the result” of their
judgment, directs the christians to abstain from mecats
offered to 1dols, dand from blood, and from things stram-
gled, and from fornicatiom—{ what a pity it is that chris-
tians, now-a-days, do not more attend to that advice.}—
not the least dispute about the sabbath, or the moral ob+~
ligations of Giod’s holy law.. But the apostle seems to
exhort his brethren at Coloss, who doubless were Gens -
tiles, to give no occasion for any to judge them; or give
no offense to Jew or Gentile or the church of God, in
those things that were shadowy or ceremonial, &cC.ew
which brings us to consider the nature of shadows or
signs, for as has been observed, the Lord’s sabbath is
called a sign, in Exod. xxxi. 13, 17. and Eze. xx. 6.+
Now, the word sign, often occurs in our bible, and ap-
pears to signify or mean 2 mark or token, footstep or
representation, or a miracle or wonder, &c. Hence the
miracles that Moses did in Egypt are sometimes called
signs; and the people asked our Seviour to shew-a sign,
no doubt meaning a miracle Again it imports a mark,
or token that by one certain thing or appearances; somé
other thing or event, will surely come to pass or had
been done heretofore, as the feast of the Passover was a
sign to Israel, not only of the gloricus Saviour promised
that should come, but also of their deliverance out of
Egypt, as may be seen Exod. xiii. 9. So the censors of
the rebels was ordered to be made into broad plates fot
the altar for a sign, Numb. xvi. 38. So the angel tells
the shepherds of a sign, that they should find the Bibi
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wrapped in swaddling clothes, laying in a manger, Luke
ii. 12.

However marvellous it may be, that our kind Maker
saw fit to give mankind his sabbath; it appears to me,
the principal end of the sabbath asa sign, was and is,
much similar to the gign in the Passover of the Paschal
Lamb, that served to bring to their remembrance, the
bondage and servitude and deliverance from .Egypt; as
also the assurance that Christ should come to atone for
the sin of their souls, and deliver them from death, and
bring them to glory, &c.—Hence the Lord"s supper has
succeeded in the christian church, as a sign or memori-
al of Christ’s deathy—that has passed, and all that ob-
serve it in faith, manifest their faith in that grand sacri-
fice, as well as their hope of deliverance from wrath;
and this is to be done until he ccmes again, ¢ for as oft
as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye do shew the
Lord’s death till he come.” 1 Cor.xi. 26. So the sev-
enth day in case it be kept according to the command-
ment, is a sign that we believe in the true God, that made
the world and all things therein (or man) and gave him
his law, and the law of the sabbath, that he might re-
member that God rested from his works at creation and
blessed and sanctified that holy day for his use, that man
abstaining from his worldly labours and occupations,
might contemplate God and their divine original; as al-
se adore and worship that God, who gives them all things
to enjoy—Hence it was the sabbath that was-the criteri=
on to distinguish those people and nations that owned
and served the true God, from those other nations that
worshipped false deities: as we find by all account we
have, beth sacred and profane, that the original cause

“that the first day of the week was called Sunday, was,
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for that the heathen dedicated that day to the worship of
the sun; and sa of the other names of the days of the
week that differ from the order of scripture—~And it ap-
pears that the observation of the days, distinguished
mankind as much, in former days, as the name of Christ
and Mahomet does now-a-days.—(This idea will more
fully appear, when we consider how the first-day sab-
bath was introduced into the christian church)—And
God’s law was to be written on the posts of their door,
and gates, and to be talked of when they went out and
came, and when they sat in their houses, and diligently
to be tanght to their children, and to be bound for a sign
upon their hands, and as frontlets between their eyes,
[see Deut. vi. 8.] that they might not forget to serve the
true and living God; and tarn to idols.

And here we may notice that the law of the seventh-
day sabbath, appertained to the first table; and 1s certain-
ly, as much of a moral precept as any in that table. Now
the word moral being derived Trom manners or the mind
that directs the manners of a person, (as it is not found
in scripture) in case the mind cannot be exercised, so
as to affect our manners towards God, in the transgres-
sion of his law, as relates to the first table or himself, as
well as towards our neighbour, we might doubt of the
morality of the sabbath—But such an idea is so far from
being correct, that it is evident from all seripture that
we cannot injure our neighbour, with design, without
displeasing God: hence, « he that transgresseth in oné
point, is guilty of all.” James ii. 10.—s0 perfect and en~
tire is the sacred law of God. But some modern chris-
tians pretend to a moral law of love: (vain hypothesis!)
but it is to be feared when they closely examine that law
of lave, it will be found to consist in self, or creaturs
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" love~—As they choose their own way, let them see to it~

that God does not choose their delusion, as is threaten-
ed, Isa. Ixvi. 4. If we love God, we shall manifest it by
keeping his commandments; if we love ourselves, we
shall also manifest it, by following our own way.

But to return to our Sign. We have considered the
Lord’s sabbath as a sign, to remind us, of things past, or
the beginning:—Let us now consider it as a sign of some
good to come; and if the land of Canaan was a sign, type
or shadow of the world to come, or the state of the
blessed, where there will be no sorrow or -sffliction, e~
ven a new heaven and new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness; as saith Peter, in his 2d Epi. 3. 13. which
is promised by the diwine Saviour; then surely the right
observation of the Lord’s sabbath, is a sign, or type, of
that rest that remaineth to the people of God; as Paul
saith, Heb. iv. 9. some have vainly attempted to con-
strue the rest that the seul obtains by faith in Christ, as
the antitype of the sabbath.®* But if we attend to the
drift of the apostle’s argument, in this whole Epistle,
we may easily correct that error. Now the rest obtain-
ed by faith, is only a rest of the soul, and that by times,
and chiefly by way of anticipation, of what shall be
hereafter—Therefore, the apostle exhorts to labour to
enter into that rest that is to come, or shall be hereafter
in a future state. Now, if future glory is to consist of
ceasing from hard service and tumultuous noise and bus-
tle, and to be in repose and quiet, and in the pure and
perfect devotion of God; how lively does the true ob-
servation of the Lord’s sabbath, represent such a state!

* 8ee a book, by one Crandell, frublished sume years
ego. :
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Much more might be said on this idea, but the limits o!
this book will not admit of it.

Now if we consider the Lord’s sabbath as a sign o
what is past, it is to be kept perpetually or to the end of'
time; as it began with time, so it was evidently designed
of God, to continue through all time, as God was and is
perfect so his law is perfect, will not admit of any a] ter-
ation, &c. if we consider it as a sign or type of sOme-
thing yet to come. All allow, that types should be ke pt,
or shadows attended to, until the antitype comes, or the
substance of the shadow comes to our possession. Con-
sequently, Paul’s observation was not at all designed to
lessen man’s obligation to keep the Lord’s sabbath. But
saith another, does not St. Paul, in his second Epistle to
the Corinthians, chap. 3, tell us something about that
which was written and engraven on tables of stone, al-
though glorious, was to be done away? in the 13th verse
about something which is abolished, &c.? Very true—
and we should be very careful lest we wrest some of his
writings to our own destruction.

Now if St. Paul designed by this passage, to invali-
date the holy moral law of God, contrary to the general
drift of his doctrines and his manner of practice, as has
been stated, he would prove himself a false apostle, sure-
ly. But this is not the case, my friend, by any means;—
Paul never designed to invalidate that which was holy,
just and good. If we attend to St. Paul’s Epistles to
the Corinthians, we shall find that they, as a church, had
got into many and great improprieties, and, as well as
the Galatians, had received or admitted teachers among
them of the same kind, that taught the necessity of cir-
cumcision and keeping the ceremonial law; and to build
themselyes up as lcaders, had tried to invalidate Paul’s
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¢haracter, which brought Paul to the necessity of speak-
ing in his own commendation, as well as that of the dis-
pensation of the gospel-——Therefore, when he is bring-
ing the contrast between Moses and Christ, or between
thre former dispensation and the present, Le considers
Justly, that Chnist and the gospel dispensation, far cx-
ce("ie'd, in gloty, the former, or Moses and the law dis-
pensation.—And as 'to that which is abolished, if we at-
tend to the same apostle, (Rom. x. 4. and Gal. iii. 24.
with Heb. x. 1.) we inay see tho apostle had an allusion
to the law of worship or ceremonial institutions, which
were done away in Christ; or if we consider it more
largely, and take in his text, Rom. vii. 6, where he saith
=% But now we are delivered from the law, that being
dead wherein we were held, that we should serve in
neéwnessof spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.”,
‘We shall see, that he had reference to the deliverance
" of the soul thro’ faith in Christ, from that state of death
and condemnation their sins (which by the righteous
law of God, being'set homeé on their conscience) had
brought them into—But not that the moral law as a rule
of life was dead, or abolished: Paul might as well turn
antinomian at once; or, as the nature of law is to kill
and destroy the transgressor; and as life only can come
to poor sinters, thro’ Christ, and the glorious display of
the gospel—So the christian, being killed by his sins, as
made exceeding sinful by God’s holy law, flying to Christ
for life, with a disposition to believe, love, and obey God
in keeping his commandments, has life from' the dead,
and by their repentance and faith, and renewed obedi-
ence to God, they are dead unto sin, but alive unto God,
not living under the condemnation of the law, because
N
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they keep it, as much as in them lies, and the law ,in a .

certain sense not being made for a righteous person, the .

force and nature of it is gone, and they draw no hope
from the flesh, but their confidence is in the glorious '
Saviour. And I would seriously ask any real christians,
if they ever obtained a full deliverapce in their mind,
thro’ faith in Christ, unless they had a disposition to ob- .

serve and do, what they understood was God’s will, ‘or .

his moral law—For Christ came not to save people in
their sins, but from their sins, and to cleanse them from

unrighteousness; and sin is the transgression of the law; -

Hence there is still need of the law as a rule of life, al-
tho’ the law cannot give life; and as Paul tells us, “there
is a glory of the stars, and a glory of the moon, and a
glory of the sun.” 1 Cor. xv. 41. So I may say, There
is a glory of the law, and Moses; and another glory of
the gospel, and Christ: and another glory in the future
world of glory; for now we see thro’ a glass, darkly; but
then, face to face. 1 Cor. xiii. 12. And I would farther
observe, that in searching the bible from Genesis to the
end of the Revelations, (aside from man’s traditions or
doctrines) there can be none, not the least idea, gather
ed, of any servant of God, or of Christ, who was sent
to prophesy, or to preach the truths of God; but they u-
nifcrmly taught, and observed the Lord’s seventh-day.
sabbath.—

And as to the morality of the fourth command; can a-
ny sdbcr, real servant of God, that has common sense,
think, on due reflection, that God did not esteem the
fourth command as much a moral precept as any of the
ten, when he placed it in the middle of his law, and
commanded those tcn precepts to be kept in the ark in
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the miost holy place, where no cerémonial law was kept,
and annexed the same punishment to the breach of that
as the others; and when we find the prophets reprove the
heglect and breach of that, as severely as any one pre-
cept, and give as great promises to the due observance
of it as to any command? and add to this, that all chris-
tians, until of late, have considered the breach of the
;t;abbath as a breach of a moral precept, &c. as well as
all codes of laws made by christian rulers have consid-
ered it as such. But vain man would be more wise than
his Maker; and wise above that which is written. So
also, some have objected to the holiness of the sabbath,
or of time, as if man’s actions constituted holiness. If
we reason fairly, we shall remember, that itis God, and
not man, that made or constituted all time; and God on-
ly, has a right to say what is hely and clean, and what is
unholy and unclean. It is not mau’s devout or holy exe
ercises, that makes time holy. Surely such thing are
defined by God’s law; and I see no scripture or fair rea-
son but teaches that time is or may be holy, as much as
names. Now, God has said his name is holy, [but the
name of false gods is not so, even if poor superstitious
-men should so think] and they that take his name in
vain are guilty. So also, God has said, The seventh.day
isth e Sabbath of the Lord thy God, &c. holy to the
Lord,—and that the profancr of it is guilty'and shall be
punished. But he has not said so of the first-day or of
any other day of the week: neither has he left it for man
to reckon as he sees fit, and say, a seventh day, or the
seventh part of time, by hours, days, months or years,
&c. Nay, verily, God has reckoned the order of time
from the first day of creatien, and the evening and the
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morning constituted one day—[The evening reckoned
before the morning, as all was darkness uuntil God said
Let there be light, and there was light.}—so of every
day of the wecek; and the seventh day he hlessed, sanc-
tified, hallowed, or made holy to himself. Man should
have holy exercises on that day, surely; but his exerci-
szs do not make the time holy in God’s account—for
il man’s cxercises makes time sacred or holy to God,
why was Jeroboam’s altering the day of the feast of the
Passover, (1 Kings xii. 32.) and making the calves, &c.
{now it is absurd to suppose that Israel at that time, had
any more faith in those calves as the true God, any more
than the Romish church now have in their images, only
as representations of the true God, &e.] always termed
$o great a sin to Jeroboam and all Israel.

And here we may notice the futile objections some
make scspecting the uncertainty of the order of time
since the creation. As the revolution of the earth round
the sun {or the sun reund the earth if you please) in-as
bout 24 hours, constituted or determined.. the space- of
one day; so in that period of time, it was one definite day
throughout the whale globe of the earth—And so. it has
ever been reckoncd by all nations of the earth; as. there
is no dispute as to the order of the days of the week;~
those that keep the seventh day, observing it -as God’s
command; and those that observe the first day as a sabe
bath in the christian church, do it as the first day of the
week, (not the seventh) on which they suppose the Sav-
iour arose; and the Mahometans observe the sixth day
of the week as such, in obedience to their pretended
prophet Mahomet, in distinction from Jews or Christians
—and not because there is any dispute about the order
of time, or of reckoning the days of the week.
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But, says another, if the law of the seventh-day sab-
bath is still binding on christians according to God’s so'-
emn commandment, then the man that gathers sticks or
kindles any fire, even for to keep him from freczing or
starving, must be stoned to death, &c. And why may
we not as well complain of God, because he has, and
may again, call his servants to lay down their lives for
his cause, or rather than disown the name of Jesus, or
sacrifice to heathen gods, give up their life. The Sav-
lour saith, if we Iove father or mother, or wife or child-
ren,or our own life, more than him, we are not worthy
of hime—cannot be his disciples—and if we seck to save
our lives, we shall lose them, &c. But don’t let us run
wild, and pervert the scriptures, merely to please our
own fancies.

Now the case of the man that was found gathering
sticks—(Numb. xv. 32, 33, as also Exod. xxxv. 3.) « Ye

shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations upon the’

sabbath day.” I think any sober man of common capza-
city, in case he is disposed to obey God, in his command-
ments, and will take the trouble to search and cempare
the scriptures, will find, that the man stoned for gather-
ing sticks upon the sabbath, was not gathering them for
necessity’s sake, but rather by way of clearing land, as
it was a long time they dwelt in the wilderness, and
more particularly in presumptious rebellion against the
positive commands of God,—like him that cursed: for
we find in this same chapter, there were offcrings to be
brought for those that sinned ignorantly} in any of the
‘commands: but the soul that did aught presumptuouslys,,
or in despite to the command of God, was to be utierly
cut off.  The same idca is brought forward by St. Paul,.

N2
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Heb. vi. 9. and x. 28, &c.—1It could not have been a mere
transgression thro’ ignorance or even frailty of nature,
but rather a wilful setting himself against God.

Again; if we consider the nature of things and cir-
cumstanccs, there is no such ideain all the scriptures,
as a man's being guilty in matters of real necessity .——
Witness the case of David, in eating the shew-bread; as
also the priests that offered on the sabbath day, and were.
blameless—They could not offer sacrifice without fire,
and some labour. And if we take the idea of keeping
a sabbath of rest, it will not admit of extreme hunger
or thirst, or of being extremely cold, or of great fear,
&c. Hence the people of God have been justified in
defending theinselves from their enemies on the Lord’s
sabbath in some circumstances, that such an absurd idea.
as is started in the case before, cannot comport with the
good character of God, and the real necessities of his:
poor creature man; and no such idea is couched in the
command, or found in all the practice of God's people,
who have observed his sabbath these five thousand years.
But let none take a liberty from hence, to do, on God’s.
sabbath, what their vain fancies may think ate works of
nccessity or mercy, when God’s word will not warrant
them so to de: nay, ¢ Bake that ye will bake, and sethe
that ye will sethe, to-day; for to-morrow is the Lord’s
sabbath.” Exod. xvi. 28. We may make preparation
on the day before the sabbath, for things comfortable on.
the sabbath, without having much labour to do on God’s
holy day: and where real necessity intervenes, we may.
Yabour and not be guilty before God—as real necessity
knows no law. Men and bodies of men have in various
ages of the world, undertaken to define for others, what
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those works of necessity and mercy, that is warrantable
to be done on the sabbath, are—~But I conclude it is a ve-
Ty nice point, as much depends on circumstances, mo-
tives, &c. what may be lawful in one circumstance, is
unlawful in another circumstance: and as we cannot
know the motive of another, and are imperfect judges
of another’s circumstances; and as every one must give
account of himself to God—charity would incline us to
let every one answer their own mind in such cases: pro-
vided their actions do not injure their neighbour, or the
cause of God, And on a general scale, it is possible
that God’s law is as often broken by people in the exer-
cise of their mind, as it is in their actions and words;
for God’s law is spiritual, but man is carnal.

Let us next consider, so far as we are able, the mani-
fest causes that produced the command for the sabbath.
The first cause rendered in scripture is, that when it had
taken the work of a God six days, to make this world
with its appendages, and numerous and various in-
habitants, and man in the image of God, for the top
piece or ruler of this world, under God—God ended
his work on the seventh day, (not on first-day, nor
an the sixth day) and he rested on the seventh day
(not a seventh day accorning to man’s reckoning or plea-
sure, but the seventh day in God’s order of time) from
all his works which he had made; and God blessed
the seventh day, and sanctified it, because mn it he
had rested from all his work, which God created and
made. (Gen.ii. 2,3.) And this is the first cause ren-
dered in the fourth command in the decalogue, Ex.
xx. 11. The question then is, Has man any right
without an express command from Gad, to set apart
snother day in lieu of the day God set apart?
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Another obvious cause for thc sabbath, is, as mawf
had labour or work to do, especially after his fallen
state, of a worldly nature to provide for his susten-
ance, and could not in his nature endure incessant
labour, neither apply his mind with equal force, to
two distinct objects at one and the same time: so he
night have that day on which his God had rested,
and sct apart for rest, and te holy exercises, to rest
and refresh his body, and te turn his mind from hig
worldly concerns, to meditate and to worship his God.
{Hence even cattle were to rest.)—And as man was
made for society, and capable of instructing their
children, servants, and others, in the things that con-
cerned their souls and the cause of God—so it was
needful that a set time should be prefixed for the
congregation to get together and unitedly acknowl-
edge their God in public and external devotion, and
thereby not only manifest their faith in the being that
made them, but also inculcate the systemr of religion
en the rising generationr and their fellow -mortals,
and hence we see the express command of God for
gathering the congremation on the Lord’s holy sabbath.
(Lev. xxiii. 2.)° And it is observable, that no other day
of the week in all the scriptures. (except when feasts
came on other day) have we a command of God for ga-
thering the congregation for religious services—in or-
der that mankind, old and young, masters and: servant,.
might have a day of rest from their worldly coencerns,.
and devoutly meditate on the affairs of their souls, their:
God, and things that concern their future state.—Hence
the propriety of preaching, praying and singing, in pub-
dic worship: and how inexcusable will parents, masters.
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and guardians of children be, at the awful bar of Gody
in case they refuse, or neglect leading those under their-
care, to the public wership of God, on his appointed
time: and we may here remark that no nation or even
sections of the community (im ordinary cases and times)
who entirely neglect attendance on public worship, let
their religion be what it may, but soon lose their sense
of divine things, and their morals, as by all account we
bave in history, sacred or profane, ancient or modern, as
well as our own knowledge in this case, so necessary is
a standing, stated ministry in religion, not only for the
souls of mankind, but the peace and good order of socis
ety. Much more might be said on this idea, as a cause,
as that of witnessing that the Lord is.the true God, and
in respect of futyre rest and felicity, &c. &c.--but our
Limits will not admit of it
. Now has any. of those reasons ceased, by the gospel
dispensation? is not God the same, and his authority the
same! is he less worthy to he conteraplated on, obeyed,
and worshipped, than. when he first made man? is man
_ #ill in a state of labour? does he still need rest and re.
freshment, and instruction, &c.? can he mow apply his
mind with equal ferce to two distinct objects at the same
time? is the peace and order of society, and the worth
of the soul, of less valwe tham of old? Surely, mo. If
%0« the cayses of the sabbath has net ceased; and of cons
gequence, we are equaliy holden to it as a moxakand pess
petual law.

Thys, then we may plainly see, if we will not shug
our eyes and turn away our ears, that the seventh day of
the week (not a seventh day, or the first day, or no: day)
is positively, the sabbath of the Lord thy God; has ever

been since time began, and ever will be until time. shalk-
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end, in the accoant of God, and of the same universal
and binding nature on all, let professed Christians or
Mahometans, attempt to constitute another day, to the
contrary notwithstanding. And let ws remember, that
this law of the sabbath is a part of that law by which
God will judge us in the great day of account. (Rom.
ii. 12. Luke xii. 7.)

Were the Israclites the saints of the true God; and
is the real christian the true Israel of God; let such be-
ware how they despise the God of Istael’s sabbath, lest
he disown such. Was the glorious Saviour less the
Saviour of Israel, than he is of the Gentile nations; for
salvation is of the Jews or of the Isracl of God; then
let us have Israel’s God, and Israel’s Saviour, and Ise
rael’s Sabbath, if we would be the true Israel.

It is niow time to give some acceunt how the First-day
became introduced into the christian church, as a2 sabe
bath. And I would first observe, that in case I could bey
and felt clear in my conscience before God, and observe
the first-day as a sabbath, I should, long ago, have ems-
braced it as such; baving no doubt ‘that, in all human
probability, it would have greatly added to my worldly
interest and reputation—And now, I am in some meas-
ure sensible, that this book may remain long after I am
dead and gone; and in case I should misrcpresent truths
with design, to please man; will'it not meet me at the
bar.of animpartial Judge?~——The account I shall here
give of that matter, of the change of the sabbith or in«
troduction of a first-day sabbath into the church of Christ,
is taken partly from Bamfield, Carlow, and other histo-
ries I have seen and read; and partly from inferences I
have gathered from reading the bible and other books,
and the circumstances of the world of mankind, on ma«
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tare deliberation—And first we may challenge all man<
kind to produce one scrap of authentic record, to prove
that any such thing as a command to observe first-day as
a sabbath, not only from God, or from any man or body
of men that professed the true God or Jesus Christ, un-
til near 200 years after the Christian ra: and very lit-
tje if any colour of any such command, can be found be~
fore the time of Constantine the Great, in the fourth
century; and not until after real miracles had ceasedy
&c.

Now I do not presume to say, that man’s motive, in
introducing first-day as a sabbath, was not good, as they
conceived; at least, as good as the introduction of Pedo-
baptism—for it is evident they were introduced about
the same time, but from diffcrent causes.

. Now our scripture in part, and more particularly an-
cient Ecclesiastical history, informs us, that towards the
-end of the first century, and even in the days of the a-
postles, there were many new and false teachers,.and
pretended preachers of the gospel; not only of the Jews’
extraction, who insisted on circumcision and the keep-
ing of the ceremonial law, but also, of the Gentile phi-
losophy or Plato extraction, or tenets—Those last were
denominated Gnostics, under a notion that they could re-
‘gtore mankind to the knowledge of the Supreme Being;
and of this tribe of teachers, there were a variety of
sects: and it appears that Simon the Sorcerer, we read
of in Acts, who was baptized by Philip, was one of them;
as also the Nicolatans. Now there was degrees in the
extravagance of their doctrines and pretensions; but a
very leading idea of them all, generally, was, the plu-
rality of Gods; and at least two original Principals, one
good, and the other cvil; and that the God of the Jews
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was not the supreme Lord of all, but rether & Tyrunt,
that wsurped power over the human race; and that the
principal business of our divine Saviour’s coming into
the world, was, to'destroy the empive of the Ged of the
Jews. Hence, those sects generally rejected all the old
Testament, and the Gospels, and some of the Epistles,
as not agreeing with their theory or philosophy: and in
general, they denied the real body of Jesus Christ, and
his sufferings, &c. Those sects increased in nambers,
and popularity, after the apostles’ days; and altho’ they
were considered heretical by the christian church, as a
body; yet many of their ideas were embraced by soine
of the most influential doctors of christianitypwas one
Origen was a man of great learning and abilities, and
"greatly flourished about this time; and notwithstanding
his attachment to the Platonic system, we have no cer-
tain account but that he kept his standing in what was
then called the true Christian Chutrch.—He was the in-
troducer of what we now call Final Restoration of all
Mankind, and was strenuous on the idea of interpreting
scriptures, in a mystical sense, or by way of allegory.®

Some of the great men in the Christian Charch, about
this time, undertook a coalition of all Religion; and for-
med their system partly from the Jewish theology, and
partly {rom this Platonic er oriental philosophy, and part-
ly from other heathen superstitions, &¢. Now as those

.

* For a more accurate and lengthy account qof those
and such like ideasy I would refer my reader to Hannahk
Adams® View of Religion, and to Mosheim’s Ecclesiasti-
cal History, 8'c. There were a great variety of names
and sentiments among those sccts; seey, Bardesanists,
Cainians, Manicheans, Saturnians, Valentincans, Origen~
ists, e, &, ’




157

that held to the necessity of circumcision, separated
from the body of the Christian Church soon after the
apostles’ days; and such a great variety of sects and doc-
trines springing up about this time; all of whom preten-
ded to be Christians; and all Christians about this timc
being subject to the pefsecutions that arose aguinst
them, from the Jews who were at some times their bit-
terest enemies, and from the various worshippers of the
heathen gods; it scemed a matter of nccessity that great
concessions should be made in order to the peace ot the
world; for the Roman empire seemed deluged with the
blood of the inhabitants.—Christians, in cases where a
fuir prospect appeared, would defend themselves, and
when they got the power of the civil magistrate, would
persecute and destroy their opposcrs: (so far had the
pure doctrines of the gospel been generally corrupted,
as is abundantly cvident)—add to this the natural idea
of benevolence and condescension the gospel teaches,
together with the great zeal about this time, manifest
to obtain converts to the Christian profession, and to en-
large the bounds of the church—(as it is evident by Mo-
sheim and others—that in some instances what was cal-
led pious frauds were often, if not universally, resorted
to, i. e. fictitious miraclcs, and pretended writings of the
apostles and first leaders of the church)—also the idea
of Christ’s rising on the first day of the wcek—(and
there is no doubs, but that it had been a practice that
many of the christians had given somc tokens of res-
pect to that day on that account, as rising about the
time they supposed he arose, and praying and singing
praiscs to the risen Saviour, but not in neglect of obser-
ving the Lord’s seventh-day sabbath)—and as supersi-
tion increased abundantly about this time—They also

O
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honoured the days the martyrs laid down their lives,and
often held their meetings in’'their tombs or burying pla-
ces, and praying with their faces to the east, and using
the sign of the cross, &c. &c. &c.

Again; it is evident that the leaders of the church a-
bout this time, altho’ real miracles had generally ceased,
still held to the infallibility of the true church of Christ,
and that they had a right by divine authority to make
laws for the church—(if not for all nations; and here is
the seeds of the pope’s supremacy, which soon after ob-
tained in the Church Universal, then so called.) Now,
as all the before-stated ideas and practices did exist, and
is matter of fact, as being practised more or less very
universally in the christisn church, towards the end of
the third century, I think no person acquainted with an-
cient history will venture to dispute—~Hence, of course,
those leaders of the church at this time, might argue
like this: The evils of persecution are great and des-
tructive, and charity inclines us to believe that many if
not al] those sects, which have been cut off or have sep-
arated from the church, may be sincere worshippers of
the Lord Jesus Christ; and possibly the Jews and heath-
cn are sincere in their way of worship; and it is gener-
ally allowed, that there are in fact, a number, at least
THREE Gods.*—And as the church has a right to make
laws, and as condescension is commendable, and unita-
tion desirable, in all; let us, as we cannot give up Moses
and the prophets without also giving up Christ, and as

* The idea of a Trinity, and the word, were received
into the Christian Church before this time: Mosheim in-
Jerms us that one Theopihilusya fireacher in the church
Cif I mistake not ) of Antiochy was the first introducey
o that word, about the year 161 after Christ.
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the people are zealous to celebrate the day the Saviour
arose,—now let us appoint Sunday as the Christian Sab-
bath, and call it the Lord’s Day: those attached to Mo-
ses, perhaps, will consent for peace sake, and think, as
the church has a right to make laws, itis immaterial if
so they do observe one day in seven or a seventh part of
time: and as to the heathen, when they see that we wor-
ship on the same day that they generally worshipped, and
for a long time, had dedicated to the Sun~—this also is
dedicated to the Son, of God, and all allow of a number
of Gods—they will be apt to join with us; at least, thcy
will not be so bitter against us:—As to the Jews, they
crucified the Lord, and the wrath has come on them to
the uttermost, we need not fear them:—[their temple
and nation had been destroyed before this time.«sThe
reader may observe, that the foregoing, is merely’ my
own idecas of what they might argue at that time under
such circumstances. }—therefore as it would be too bur-
densome for the people to observe two days out of every
week as a sabbath, we will call Sunday the Queen of
Days, and the Lord’s Day, &c. and appoint it fer the
Christian Sabbath: and to cenfirm it beyond all dispute,
we will have an Epistle from Heaven.— .
Consequently, there was an Epistle, said to be from
heaven, found on the tomb ‘or altar of St. Simeon, in
Golgotha, where Christ was crucified. [See Bamfield’s
History, and Carlow has something of it.] Said Epis-
tle was considered so holy; that no one dared to take it,
for three days, and as many nights: but the people, who
were struck withterror, cried to God for mcrcy; and af-
ter three days, the patriarch erected himself and Akarias
the archbishop, and stretched out the bishop’s mitre, and
ventured to take it into his bands, &c. The contents of
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tiat Epistle, as given by said authors, is too lengthy to
to be cited in this book—1It may be sufficient to observe,
14s to that piece of priesteraft, that it complained of the
Christians for not keeping holy the Dominical day, or
Sunday; and it enjoined the keeping of the sabbath from
the ninth hour of the seventh day, until Monday rising
of the sun; and also, the festivals of the saints or mar-
tyrs, and threatened them with many judgments, in case
of refusal, &c. [T wodld here note, as 1 have not Bam-
ticld’s History now by me, I am not certain whether this
Lpistle, said to come from heaven, was previous to Con-
stanting’s time, or after.] However, it is evident that
wnuch was made of this pretended Episile from heaven;
but it appears that all would not do, to introduce the
changc of the sabbath, as a general thing, until Constan-
tine, the then [fourth century] emperor of moat aH the
kuown world, and who ruled in absolute manner: he ha-
ving, by some means or motives, been brought to pro-
fess the christian religion, and- paying great respect to
the clergy, was induced to decree a law, about A.D. 315,
o enjoin the forbcarance of labour on Sunday, except
in affairs of agriculture. [See the Abbe Millot’s Ele.
ments of General History, vol. ii. page 234.] And so
by degrees it appears that the bishops, popes, kings and
cmperors, by the power of the civil sword, established
the observation of Sunday or first-day as a sabbath, in
place of God’s Sabbath, in the Christian Church. It
was, at first, common for many to observe both days; and
after that, part of seventh-day and all first-day; and final-
ly, all first-day alone: and I am not cemain, but that (by
said Histories) the first persecution to bloodshed and
death, that we have any accountof, as Christians’ perses
cuting Christians, was on account of this change of thg
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Sabbath:=—and it is evident, that all that would not then
submit to the decree of said popes, bishops and empe-
rors, as to said change, were either put to death, or ban-
ished.—~Hence the few in number that still keep the
Lord’s Sabbath.

I much regret, that the limits of this book, and the
want of leisure, will not permit me to be more copious
and particular on this point—but I must omit it.

From the natural hatred the Gentile christians bore
to the Jews, and the natural propensity that man has to
choose his own way, and the chimerical notions they -
draw of God, by their philosophy, aside of Revelation;
together with a pretext for unity and conciliation, with
a large share of superstition,~we may find a first-day
sabbath introduced into the christian church, and sup-
ported and established by the civil sword, in place of the
Lord’s sanctified Sabbath day.—And let every candid,
christian-disposed reader, seriously answer the follow-
“ing question: The Jfirst-day Sabbdath, was it of God, or
men? Those who do not fear being stoned, 1 -conclude,
will readily answer: It was of men. And if the Sev-
enth-day Sabbath be of God, why we do not observe it,
is for all to answer at the bar of God. .

What little I have written.on this subject, being only
a brief abstract from some of the most miaterial argu-
ments and records of Bamfield, Carlow, &c.; together
with my own ide¢as on the subject, is only intended as an
addition to Carlow; and I would refer the inquiring mind
to his book, and to Bamfield—but more particularly to
the bible, if they wish stability of mind, or to serve God.

If sincerity in the way we were brought up, will ex-
cuse us at the bar of God, for the transgression of his
positive command, I sec not but that the idolater may be
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equally excused, as no doubt many of' them are sincere.
Jf worldly interest and conveniency, will excuse us, ¥
sce not but that Jeroboam might have been excused for
his altering the day of the Lord’s feast. If by faith in
Christ, we are dissolved from our moral obligations te
God and man; let us turn antinomians at once, and eat
and drink, &c. for to-morrow we die. And if, after all,
we plead ignorance of the Lord’s sabbath; we may as
well at once deny the Lord that made us, and gave us
his Revelation—for we must know, in case we do really
believe the bible, that the seventh day is the sabbath of
the Lord our God.

I could have wished to have given my ideas more
lengthily on this point, as also to have made some re-
marks on the just observance of the sabbath, &c.—but
it cannot be admitted in this short treatise.—We must
therefore hasten to our conclusion; and leave the event
of our performances to the over-rulmg providence of a
;cnerclful God.

g7 The reader i isto understand that the Sabbatari-
ans, as much as any religious sect, wish to cultivate
christian charity, and to fellowship all that God’s word
will warrant them to Jellowship; and charitably hope of
those they cannot fellowship.




CONCLUSION.

1 FEEL under some necessity, to make some apolo-
gies for myself, respecting this book: as on account of
many errors I expect will be found in it, such as, repe-
titions of the same ideas, and great neglect of attend-
ing to all the most important ideas on the different sub-
jects embraced in this work:—but not for any designed
misrepresentation of any truth, circumstance or matter
of fact. I-freely own it does not so fully answer my
‘'own mind as I couldwish; and I have little reason to
think that the minds of others will be fully answered in
the case. If my readers will consider, not only my want
of ability, time, and suitable encouragement to defray
the expense of publication; but also the great neglect of
some, in sending forward the materials of the historical
part, even until after it was contracted to have been sent
to the press; that I had so little time to compile it, and
instead of having a friend to peruse it, and to help me
transcribe it, no mortal but myself and the printers, ev-
er saw all of it; and some part of it, T am not certain of
ever having read after the first hasty draft; and was obli-
ged to send it in parts to the press, for the want of time:
and as I was obliged t write it by piecemeals, some-
‘times half an ‘hour, and semetimes less, (being often
called off to attend the avocations of the presentlife) in
‘my embarrassed situation; that I have regretted by times,
wy undertaking to publish it~expecting to gain neither
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praise nor profit in this world, by mankind:—I say, when
all those circumstances are considered, perhaps my rea-
ders will make some allowance, and not censure too hard,
in case they should find errors. All I have farther to
say on that matter, is, I hope some abler person and pen
may do more ample justice to-the various subjects con-
tained in this book, than was in my pewer to do, under
Jresent circumstances.

From the account and observations contained in this
book, any judicious person may see the impropriety of
the Sabbatarians’ extending their external fellowship to
any other denomination of Christians, or the consistency
of their holding to what is called Close Communion: for
if external fellowship is built on the written word of
God, (and I see no other stable ground to build it on)—
and if the receiving the sacrament of the Lord’s supper
is considered as the only proper token of full external
fellowship, and I conclude all consider it so, and if the
Sabbatarians hold the whole ten Precepts of the moral
law of God, to be still as binding on all christians as a
rule of life, as'the precepts of the gospel are, (which I
expect all the well-informed Sabbatarians do) and if by
bidding others God speed, by an external receiving and
fellowshipping them, make them partake of their evil
deeds, [2 Epi. of John, 11.] I can see no propriety in

fellowshipping externally, any thing and every thing.

man may call religion and gospel order—even admitting
they are as sincere as can be: as it won’t do to fellowship
externally on sincerity, or good feelings, and frames of
our own or others’ minds, as has been observed—For by
the game rule that we may dispense with the Sabbath, as
an article of fellowship, we might also with Baptism,
not only as to mode, but in toto: and also with all forims
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and modes of worship, and church government, ‘doce
trines and actions of men, even to the Nicolaitans,  Pa-
pists, &c. Now we have a number of express scrip-
tures, that forbid our eating with, or fellowshipping cer-
tain characters, as disorderly walkers, and evil dobdrs, &c.
And I must confess I know no way to determine such
characters, but by God’s word or law, for sin is the trans-
gression of the law. Now it is thought, that there can
be no real, candid, sober person, upon due reflection and
examination, (if they admit the bible to be of divine au-
thority) but must confess, in case they will be honest be-
fore God, that the Sabbatarians, in the article of the sab-
bath, are R1GHT, and have the truth as to faith, whatever
they may think of their practice. Now,if we would be
like the apostlg John, that loving disciple, we should
love people in the truth, for the truth’s sake; and not
think by sophistical arguments, or the force of the civil
power, to over-bear them, or turn them to error.

I have heard, and seen in books, many prophecies,
calculations and arguments, about the. Millennium, or
thousand years reign of Christ upon earth in the late
ter day glory of the church, as tho' nigh at hand—
and to be brought about by some revolutions in the
political transactions of the nations of the world, in
the present state of things. But how absurd are
such notions! and how unlikely is human policy and
the civil sword, to unite all classes of the human
race in peace, and the pure worship of the true God!
when it is utterly out of the power of man or any
body of men, to compel their fellow mortal to ren-
der one act of pure devotion. Now some have tho't
and with great reason, that when that period doesin
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fact take place, (in case it takes place in the present
world) that all mankind would observe the Lord’s
seventh«day Sabbath. Truly, unity is beaut'ful; and
pleasant it is for mankind to love as brethren, and
in proprtion to the strength and extensivenes of that
union; so is the happiness of it.

The next inquiry is, how shall that unity of all
Christians, be brought about? and what shall be the
standard for them to come together at, or upon? As
to the standard, can we look for any other than God’s
word? as Jesus has promised to be with them under
that standard to the end of the world. And as te
the means to bring so desirable a situation about; is
there any one, within the reach of mortals, more
likely to effect the end, .than for all denominations
to lay aside the spirit of persecution, and censorious
judging, especially in doubtful matters of faith;, and
also all their errors or religious practices that they
have not .a 'Thus saith the Lord, for, in his word, as
also those mere speculative ideas and doctrines, that
have arisen by construing the written word in a mys-
tical sense, or from deep and obscure passages in
the scriptures, and attend to the plain ebvious mean-
ing of the text of scripture, which is able to make
one wise unto salvation thro’ faith in Christ Jesus—
and leave out of the qitestion, the civil power to en-
force .any doctrine of faith or conduct, as merely re-
lates to the church or cause of religious worship; and
in place of a persecuting spirit, put on charity, as the
bond of parfection; and in place of censorious judging
their fellow, and a suspicious or jealous eye, have fer-
-vent prayer to God for themselves and their fellow mors

) S
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<als; and in place of the civil power, to enforce obediencd
to the truth, see that all walk in the commandments and
ordinancs of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ with a
mmeek and lowly deportment, endeavouring to keep the
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace, striving only to’
excel one another in acts of benevolence to their neigh-
‘Bour, and vital piety towards God; in a word, be really
Christ-like in heart, lip, and life, truly subjected to God’s
order of_ government as revealed in his word, and acqui-
esce in his governing providence. If suth a resolution
was universally adopted, and really pursued; how would
. Atheists and Deists tremble! and the common people
magnify the cause and people of God, and believers be
added! How would the Jews look about themselves—
[while now they have for excuse, that as the bulk of
Christians observe the day formerly set apart to the sun
and idolatrous worship, in the place of God’s sabbath,
they infer that the leader of this people was a breaker
of God’s law, and consequentley an evil doer; and what
benefit, may they say, can mankind derive from the do-
ings and sufferings of an evil doer? So we may see that
the poor Jew is blundering in unbelief, by the practice
of professed Christians. }—and embrace the gospel, &c.
Therefore, is there not room for all denominations to
perform?" And first, 1 will begin with the Sabbatarians—
not presuming they are perfect in practice, whatever
they may be in faith. Would it not contribute towards
effecting peace and unity, not only in the limits of this
sect, but uiversally, for all that profess the Lord's sab-
bath, to pay more strict attention to a due observation
of it, according to the divine command? Is there not
rooin for many families, to be more attentive to the pube
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lic worship on that sacred day, and less attentive to vis-
iting and to worldly conversation, and indulging their
childven in wanton plays, instead of leadiug them to
meeting? Is there not room for heads of fam_ilies, to be
more frequent and fervent in calling their families to-
gether, and praying with them, especially on the sabbath;
to attend to read portions of the scripture, and inform
the children’s minds by way of comment, and see that
the children and servants read useful books on the sab-
bath at least; as Gad seems to threaten to pour out his
wrath on the heathen and on the fanatics that call not on
his name, (Jer.x. 25. and Ps. lxxix. 6.) Is there not
room for reform and improvement in family government
in general? and is it not possible that they, as a sect of
Christians, may improve in many points of church dis-
.cipl'me? Will God’s word warrant them in indulging
members that move out of the reach of the church they
covcnanted with, and remaining in no church that can
properly discipline them, (when such churches are near)
and they do.not join such church in their own fellow-
ship? Have they a Thus saith the Lord, for the common
practice in neglecting the support of the gospel, and of
the unequal way of bearing burdens generally? Would
it not tend to peace and good order, were they, as a sect,
more attentive to inform their minds, by reading their
bibles and other useful books, the nature and order of
God’s government in his church? And is there no room
for some among them, to be more liberal in encouraging
useful publications? Is therc no room for their preach-
ers generally, (as well as myself,) 'to endeavour to ccr-
rect their language in general, and in the pulpit in par-
ticular, and seo that they use not words improperly, at
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least, not, words that have no meaning, or such as nei-
ther themselves nor heasers know the meaning of 7 And
would it not be well, for preachers to preach less them-
selves, ,(by telling the hearers of their own feelings and
resolutions, &c.) and more of Jesus Christ, his law, and
gospel, &c. And is there no danger of preachers. by
habit, indulging an impraper tone, in place of truc elo-
quence, and of operating more on the passions, thuu the
understanding of the hearers? And, as it is a maxim,
that ignorance is the parent of superstition, is there no
danger that such as may be opposed‘to improvement in
useful knowledge, may mistake superstition for real pi-
ety and devotion? In short, as the import of the word
Christian, is to be Christ-like, is there not room for all
classes of the community to learn the lot and station
God in his providence has assigned them to fill, and to
really be more what they profess to be? I trust my
¥eader will allow the foregoing inquiry to be at least
<ivil questions, and answer them in his own mind, at his
leisure: as they are not meant for any -particular person,
so I hope no one will be offended; for if ignorance is the
parent of superstition, in fact, those that oppose useful
improvément, and are offended at truth, indicate that
they are either superstitious or are mere worldlings, in-
stead-of being real christians. ¢ Take my yoke upon
you, and learn of me,” saith the Saviour.

And in order to accomplish so desirable a thing as u-
nity and universal peace, and order, in the christian
world; would it in any degree prevent the desired at-
tainment? Should the first-day Baptists, as a denomina-
tion of christians, not only atterd to the foregoing que-

- ries, but also endeavour to cast the beam of the Lord’s

P
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sabbath, out of their own eye, by really keeping his pos-

itive command as well as his ordinance, in order that

ithey might see more clearly to pull out the mote of form,

in their brother’s eye? Would it be amiss for them once

more to rcad and well consider their bible? before they’
gct into an habithated notion of another sabbath than
the Lord’s sabbath, or no day for a sabbath, &c.? as well

as to examine closely whether God’s word will warrant’
them in all they hold as doctrines; and see if some of
their doctrines are not more the commandments of men,

than God’s commandments; in short, meet their breth-
ren on the standard of the written word of God, accord-
ing to its natural and obvious meaning, as regards faith
and practice. -

But, some may say, he assumes the place of monitor,
&c.—It will be readily allowed, that in most cases it is
much casicr to prescribe rules, than to practise theme—
And as T would wish to take my full share in both, I hope’
no one will be offended; ¢ for not the hearers of the law
are just before God, but the deer of ‘the law shall be jus-
tificd,” saith our great apostle, Rom. ii. 13.

And niay nct the Catholic Baptists, so called, ‘or all o~
ther Baptists, in case they wish for so desirable 'a thing
as universal love and unity among christians, in addition
to the foregoing cbservations, enquire closely, and sce
if nonc of their allowed conduct decs not admit sinceri-
ty Tor tiuth, or creatures’ judgment and feelings in the
room of God’s sacred standard, and ‘examine whether or
sot, the cause of tlicir so often dividing and subdividing
ard finally in some places becoming extinct as a church,
is or is ant owing to building on the sandy foundation of
creature invention, viz. superstition, fanaticism, cnthu-
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siasm, sincerity, and conceited good feelings, in place of
building on the Rock of ages, even God and his revezal-
€d word—Possibly there may be room for some improve-
ment or alteration in some of their proceedings in reli-
gion, either in government or practice, if not in articles
of faith, &c. ’

And how is it with the Methodist denomination? Sure-
1y method and order are good: but notwithstanding their
open communion to all, have they nothing to alter in?—
Are they perfectly righteous in their own eyes? Do they
.despise others! Would they wish all mankind to be Me-
thodists; or that all would walk as Christ walked, and
-be christians? Have they a Thus saith the Lord, in his
.word, for their mode of government or discipline in the
church! Did Christ allow baptism to be performed as
the creature might choose? Did he exclude any from the
public 'meeting*s in case they had heard and seen three
-times, and yet would not join him? Did he make it a
.matter of fcllowship, whether his followers prayed so
many times a day, or whether they prayed vocally at all?
And did Christ intimate as tho’ man’s piety and devotion
chiefly consisted in much noise, and appearances, in loud
and long prayers, and repetition, &c.? or in falling down
.ip order to be sanctified? And did he tell his disciples,
;that after the christian religion had got established, and

churches organized, that any one of them must travel |

;all their time among those regularly established church-
es, and try to get the people to rend themselves from the
_covenant they had made with their brethren, and join in
_the particular mode and doctrine of that one, thereby in-
.timating or insinuating, that, that one was perfectly right
.and the rest entirely wrong, &c.?

Possibly on close -

At
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inspection, and comparing their conduct and doctrines,
with God’s standing word, TEKEL, would be found
written against some of their allowed conduct. And
they also, might amend, reform and improve, in order
to accomplish universal unity among all christians. At
least it may do them no harm perhaps, to see to it, that
they teach and act according to the law and testimony of
God’s word. And in case there must be a general con-
tribution, to make out the fund, of peace and unity a-
mong all,and if the rich should give more than the
poor, and yet every man as he purposeth in his own mind,
as God loves a cheerful giver, may we with due humili-
tv ask our ancient and honourable, rich and learned
neighbours, the Papist, the Episcopalian, the Puritan or
Presbyterian, and Congregational Independent, &c. how
much we may calculate upon from them, to make out
the sum total.

I beg none may be offended at a poor ignorant hegg-zr
when he asks an alms, or pleads for charity; and as wis-
dom and wealth, as well as learning and strength, may
.rcasonably be expected among the ancient and populous
— spccixlly, in case one has the art of transmutinjy
things, or can turn bread into ﬂesh, and blood into wine,
y.m as they please; surely where much is given, much
will be required.  Will you, for the sake of universal
peace and unity, condescend to meet your brother
wurms, on the standard of God’s revealed word? Wiil
vo: please to cast off all you have not a plain command,
in 2 U5 word, for? Or will you plcase to shew us fairly,
ir. God's word, where you have power to make laws in
viviation to God’s laws? where he has admitted his proé-

fussed people to make likenesses of meny or any other
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thing, to bow down to? and where he has directed us to
pray to.departed souls, or to use the sign of the cross,
or only to pray towards the east? or in what chapter and
verse we have an account of Purgatory; and that by giv-
ing money to a priest to say mass, souls may be deliver-.
ed from their torments, &c.?—and many other such like
things, too tedious to enumerate.

Where is it recorded, in the gospel of Jesus Christ,
that he told his apostles that one was greater in power

*or authority than another? or that the bishops miqht

lord it over God’s heritage? Where may we find, in all
the doctrines and examples of the meek and lowly Sav-
iour, that he allowed his preachers to call on their breth-
ren for tythes, and in case they would not, or could not,
pay so much, and at the time your bishop pleased, to
take it by force? (like the sons of Eli of old.). Or where
may we find his warrant to the civil magistrate to use
the sword to compel obedience to any of his laws, or to

- persecute for conscience sake in any case whateveri—

‘Where do we find him telling his disciples, they -must

attain such a degree of knowledge in the sciences of
the world, before they may be admitted preachers of the

gospel? And where may we find his.command to bap-

tize infants? at any rate; much more, to sprinkle, and

call that Baptism.: And once. more, please to shew.us

‘where he commanded his disciples, to do that which ke

mnever did; i. e. brake God’s solemn gommanded sabbath,
and keep the day the heathen dedicated t6 the sun, in

idolatrous worship, &¢. &¢. =~

+ Now; my respectable nexghbours, in case you will re-

ally lay all such like thing's-aside, op show,a plamn Thus.
-saith-the Lord, for all you will retain; doubtless you wibl

P2
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contribute much towards the desired accomplishmaent of:
naiversal peace and unity—In such a case, I might say,.
for onc, here is my hand, and here is my heart, to meet
you on that ground in love and unity.

And here is our respectable friend Quaker, sitting si-
lently by. He has grounded his fire-arms, manifesting
no disposition to fight or oppose. Also the Shaker, and;
sister Jemima—Why, if they are few in number, or
small of stature, or even females, possibly they may cast
off, or cast in, something——as ¢ every little helps,’ and the
widow's two mites is commended. We also read of old
that the wise hcarted women spun goat’s hair, towards
making the Lord's tabcrnacle. And altho’ the Almigh-
ty may not choose to dwell in temples made with hands,
yetif our bodies are surely the temple of the Holy
Ghost, as Paul intimates, 1 Cor. {ii. 19. surely we may
have something to do with our bodies in ordes for Chrisg
tg reign in us, &c.

Well, then, neighbgurs, what will the spirit admit yeu
0 cast in, or cast off in order to effect the grand plan of
eatire peace gnd union? Will you please to remember,
there is a time gnd season to every purpose under the
spni—a time to speak, as well as a time to rcfrain; a
Wamc to mourn, as well as a time tq dance: and is there
not a timne for youpg women. to marry, and guide thg
Dause, as well as to set. themselves up as a; leader of
.a. new. sect?  And has, net God, in Christ, ape
pointed a_time for his worship, even on his seventh-day
sabbath? And has not Christ oxdained and practised ex-
terna) oxdimances, &c.? Does not a time of. probatgion
still continuc? Angd.are we not yet ina visible body?:e
Has the wprld of. nature o mankind, materially sligred
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Frem what it was in the days of our Saviour's flesh? Has
any real cause intervened since then, to aiter man’s abx
ligation te his God or his neighbour? Is there not as:
much need of faith.now, as there was then? And is there
not as much need: of external medes to manifest that
faith, as.there was when the divine Saviour, whe knew
what was in man, was bodily present with his disciples®
“Has he given man any standard: of faith and practice?
or any standard to try the spirits by,. other than his re-
vealed word, or contrary to that divine oracle? Can a
soul be visible witheut & body? or, what would such a
soul be called? Has it ever been the course of the Al-
mighty’s conduct, to call man to speak in his cause, or
" influence such with extraordinary powers, in ordinary
times and cases! And is there not the same rule to dis-
pense with all appearances of religion, even words, that
there is of one positive command or ordinance, that God
has given? Will you please to demonstrate your right
to neglect or contemn the .solemn ordinances and com-
mands of Jehovah, by any real miracle? they were con-
firmed at first by real miracles, you will allow; is it not
therefore reasonable to suppose, in case the institutor
were disposed to alter or disannul them, he would also
cenfirm such a commission by miracles? Please to
consider these and such like ideas, and attend to the
scriptures, or rather the divtne Saviour, who has direct- |
ed us to search the scriptures, as well as to search our |
hearts, intimating that in them we think we have eterna} 1

life. Then let us beware how we invalidate the scrip-
tures.

(Now Plato and some other hcathen philosophers, b*
the light they had, could give good rules of manners;—
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but they nor you, aside froin the scriptures, can give any
assurance of eternal life, or tell us how to attain that
life.)

I trust, it may do you all no harm to hear the invitae
tion, to cast into the treasury of the Lord, in order to ac-
complish universal peace and union—Therefore hope
none may be offended.

Now, in case a)l denominations of chrlsuans, would
thus cast off, or cast in, as the case might be, and con-
sent to meet on the standard of God’s revealed word, it
would indicate something like a Millennium. But if
we have bitter envying and strife, even in our hearts,
such peace and union will not be apparent—For if we
bite and devour one another, let us také heed lest we be
consumed one of another.

But viewing the rising generauons, for whom I have
a peculiar regard—permit me my young friends, of all
denominations, classes and colours, ‘into whose hands
this book may fall, to ask you some questions, and give
you some advice as a dying man; altho’ in order to en-
gage the attention of some, I may have used .some
quaint or odd expressions, and gone thro’ the whole
book in a very brief, and perhaps rough and intricate
order; yet the subject matter, especially the latter part,
is of serious and of important concernment to all souls.
May I therefore ask you, or will you rather ask your own
souls, what you think of a Millennium? of Christ, and
of his cause? of religion, and your own soul? And if
Galio careth for none of those things, Iet him think assu-
redly, a time will come when he cannot avoid thinking
of those things, and of feeling too the consequences. of
not attending to them now. '
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But, says anothér, I am young—time enough when I
am old, to think of those things.esRemember, time is
not at your command. Do you know you shall live un-
til you are old? In the burying place you may see graves
shorter than you. And says another, I am inthe pur-
suit of the world, or am about marrying a wife, and
therefore I cannot attend to those things.——Remem-
ber, the world passeth away with a great noise, and what
shall it advantage you, if you gain the whole world and
lose your own soul? or is a wife of more value than your
soul? Judge judiciously, and rightly estimate all things:
-Possibly this very night thy soul will be required of
‘thee; yea, rather attend to those things yourself, and in-
«cline your wife to do the same.

Another may say, You direct me this road or day, &c.
and my father telis me of another road and day, &c. and
2 third tell of,'no road, and of no day; and another tells
-of a Mahomet as a saviour, and of a sixth day, &c. anil
-some tell of  all as being happy; and others of this soul
:you tell so much of, will be-extinct by and by, &c.—-And
what shall I think, and how shall I form my judgment on
those things? Some even say, there is nothing in reli-

' gion, it is all priestcraft, &c. ~Why, my dear friend

some things you certainly do know; and all other things
‘esséntial to happiness, you may know, in case you right-
Jy attend to those things now, in God’s time of visita-
tion. 'You do know, that you are a living being; and
from what you see and feel, you must expect to died.—
¥ou do know, that something within you makes you su-
perior to the beasts of the earth, and thc monsters of
the seas, and. the fowls of the air: This is certain; it is
matter of fact~—You must know this, whether I, or your
father, or another, tell you so or otherwise.. You must
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know, also, that this certain somethipg, we eall the soul,
gives you the pre-eminence over those other beings you
see; foritis not your bodily strength that does it, that
this soul having such faculties, makes you capable to
contemplate, to reason on things, €alculate.and contrive,
and also makes you conscious that you are . accountable
to your own soul, to your fellow mortal, and to your Ma-
ker; for by this time (in case you are endowed with
common sense) you must know, you did.not make your-
self. But who did make you and all other beings, and
gave you those superior faculties, -and still protects and
‘supports you?! where does he live? and what is his name,
&c.? You do-not know; and alas, you cannet know, by
all your present faculties of nature—For as you may
reason and fix on one thing or being as your Maker, so
‘your fellow being may reason and fix .on another object
or being as your Maker; and he has just the shme right
.80 to do, as you have; for he is your egual in this res-
pect; and has the same right to compel. you to acknow-
ledge his sypposed maker of all, as you have to.compel
him to acknowledge yours, .(unless you allow strength, a
right, and one is stronger than the other—which in this
case, is no right at all.) And you do know, that in case
_he should prove stronger than you, and compel you by
force to acknowledge his supposed maker, it would net
alter your mind as to the being you had fixed on, in the
least; (so free and independent are all souls.) Neither
could you, with any propriety at all, render his supposed
maker any true devotion—It would be morally impossi-
-ble so to do, unless the other had convinced your ming,
by fair reason, that his was the true maker, &c.«——1In
just suclra situation mankind would all now be, wereit
not for the power of custom or tradition, and divine Rg-
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velation. These things, so far, I think all must know.’
All the human race we have any account of, in all ages
that have exercised their réason on this point, have a-
greed there is, in fact, some one or more supreme and
divine Originals as the fifst cause of all things; and ac-
cordingly have paid their acknowledgments ‘to such as
they supposed was their maker or supporter, &c. —For
mankind in all ages, have not been so totally ungrateful
t6 their supposed maker. as not at some time to pay some
acknowledgement to their deity or maker—that in our
languag: is called Gop; which acknowledgment, &c. is
called relizion or devotion or worship. You also do
know, that you huve not a consciousness of guilt for
what another hias done, as before hinted.  All have done
it, under some cxternal or outward form or mode, as a
manifestation of their faith, or from tradition. Now as
poor mortals’ reason, is finite or llmlted, and their judg-
ment imperfect, failable and uncertain—which you, my
reader, must also know certain, as a matter of fact, even
by your own experience and observauon—l say, (and so
saith all worshippers-of the true’ God, unless we allow
Deists to be worsl’nppers of the true God,’and Heathen,
and Infidels, &c.) that the true Maker, or God supreme
of all, in order to put this matter out of dispute among
the natious of the earth, or for his own glory, or to dis-
play his glorious character, and divine attributes, as also
for the pcace and happmess of the human family, or for
reasons to mortals unknown, was griciously pleased, to
meke adivine 'Re\ ¢fation of Himself to his creaturc man:
in which Rcvclation he has condescended to inforin us,
something of his naturc, power, wisdom, goodness, &c.
and why and how he made man, as well as other beings
and things, and how mar¥ apostatized from him, and the
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consequence thereof, &c.; and also bis infinite gaodness
in providing them a Saviour,—[And here I would ob-
serve, that the gospel was preached to save the souls of,
men, even before the law, as a rule of life, was ever giv-
en by God after the fall of man; and. why was: it ever
given at all,if it was not to last as Jong as man’s state of.
probation lasted. }—in which also God informed man, the
way he must conduct to please him, angd the outlines at
least, of his worship; in fipe, his obligation and duty to
his Gou, to himself, and his fellow mortals, in the vari-
ous ages stations and relations in this life; as also cf the

nature, faculties, accountability, and durability of the
soul of man; with promises of rewards here and here-
after, to the obedient—and threatenings of punishments,
here and hereafter, to the disobedient, &c.—=—And to.
confirm this Revelation of God, as worthy of a good
God, there is in it by far the best system of morals that
cver was known. [And it is more than probable, that
all the ancient philosophers who have attempted to give
a system of morals, have had the benefit of this copy of
God’s Revelation.] And I may say it is a perfect sys-
tem....converting the soul: and it was confirmed by stu-
pendous, divine and real miracles, before multitudes. of
witnesses; some of which at least,no man has ever been

able to disprove, altho’ they have tried their utmost with

the help of the devil. Now this divine Revelation, we
call Scripture, or the written word of God, is the truth
.of God; and by which, (and I may say, which only) we,
do know there is 2 God, and who is the true God, and

Maker of all—and ever has been the standard and cri-

terion to distinguish between the True, and false gods;

for altho’ there have been a multitude, who have attemp-

ted by their reason, or some impulse of their minds,. to
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set forth another Ged and laws, &c. there never was any
could .confirm their mission with real miracles; and con-
sequeatly all pretensiens and directions given by man,
in oppositien te his God’s Revalation, haseverbeen con-
sidered false, by all the true followers or worshippers
of the true God; and the receiving or believing of this
divine Revelation, has-everbeen the distinguishing mark
. of the true people of the true'Grod: hence, it is true, and
no lie—a matter of fact; and we may all know it, so far -
as we can know any thing of the kind~—Aad 1t is tho’t,
that if Deists or Infidels would take half the trouble to
believe .and obey this:divine Revelation, that they do to
disbelieve, there would not be a Deist in the world:
and in short, I doubt whether in fact, there is such a be-
ing, which has well read and considered our bible. Now
" according to this Revelation,a divine Saviour or seed of
the woman was to come, in the fulness of time; he did
actually come, or appear, and also witnessed his mission
Dby the most stupendous and salutary miracles, that were
real matters of fact; and witnessed to the law and the
Jprophets, or said Revelation; and taught as relates to
faith and morals, agreeable to the Revelation before giv-
en—For had Christ or his apostles, or even all divine
teachers, taught another system, it would unavoidably
have destroyed both—so nearly is the law and gospel
conngcted. True he was more clear and explicit in ma-
ny points of morals, but as a system it is the same, and
must remain so, or he was another God, or the first God,
and Revelation was imperfect; which will equally des-
troy both, as before stated—Hence he sent his divine
missionaries into all the world, te teach the glad tidings
(not of a new god, or another god, or revelation, differ-

Q
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ent in the main points) that God, according to his prom-
ise, had sent the Saviour, who died for our sins, accord-
ing to the scriptures, and was raised from the dead ac-
cording to the scriptures, &c. (Observe there was then
no such thing as scripture, save the Old Testament.)—
Hence, we find the great apostle of the Gentiles ¢ wit-
nessing both to small and great, saying none other things
than those which the prophets and Moses did say should
come,” &c. Acts xxvi: 22. Now compare this text with
Acts xxiv. 14, and Luke xxiv. 27. and in short, all the
writings of all the apostles, and see if we can find are-
lease from moral obligations, or from the seventh-day
sabbathessAdd to all this, the glorious triumphant Sav-
iour appears, as in the presence of God, to intercede for
all that will come to God by him, (or all that will attegd
to God’s Revelation) and in order that no mortal may
have excuse in the great day of account, he sends his
spirit to enlighten and convince, or reprove the world;
as, ¢ the manifestation of the spirit is given to every
man, and the true light that lighteth every man that com-
cth into the world,” &c. Observe, this true light ever
corresponds with God’s revealed and written word, or
both would be uncertain: and this light is what sheweth
you clearly (as it agrces with the scripture as before ob-
served) independent of what I or your father may say,
what your God requires of you, in order for your hap-
piness—Therefore my advice to you, in those things, is,
to hear and attend to what your Maker has told you in
his revealed word, in preference to what even your fa-
ther or any other fallible mortal may say, to the cofitrd-
ry of that divine system of revealed religion. »
Now to be more particulary, by way of advice, I would
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observe, that God’s word enjoins on you, first, not only
_to believe this Revelation as come from God to be true,
but that you shall not have any other God before him, or
bow yourself to any likeness of any thing visible or in
your conception as in distinction from him in order to
worship; also, not to take God’s name in vain; and also,
to remember to keep holy his seventh-day sabbath, &c.
as may be seen briefly in Exodus, 20th chapter, amount-
ing to this: Thou shalt hear, love and obey the Lord thy
God, with all thine heart, &c.; and thou shalt do to your
fellow mortals as you would wish them to do to you in
like circumstances, &c.—But perhaps my young friend
may say, 1 have not done so, but the reverse; & I want to
continue in my present pursuits; what next! I answer:
God’s word tells you to repent and turn to God: and he
has promised pardon to the believing penitent; (see his .
word—as room will not admit of citations.) But will
repenting of sin, atone for it? By no means: his word
has informed you the plan of atonement; and saith the
great Saviour: « Ye believe in God, believe also in me,”
=~-not as another God, as I expect, but rather as the
promised Saviour God had revealed in his word.—But
our preacher says (and he is called a gaod man too, and
aman of learning) we cannot repent nor believe, of
ourselves. Anpd can you walk or breathe, of yourself?
As to what your preacher tells you, don’t you for your
life, believe him, when he tells you any thing on this
point, contrary to God’s word: you may as well turn to
an idol: he is a creature, even fallible—If he speaks the
mind of God, he will speak agreeable to God’s revealed
word, or will, as has been stated. _And let him first
shew you the place in God’s word, where God has said,
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you cannet repent, and believe, &c. I think God’s word
saith, faith comes by hearing. You certainly have ears,
and bave or may hear and read God’s Revelation; for it
is in thy month and in thine heart, « that if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in thine heart that. God has raised him from the dead
thou shalt be saved.” (Rom.x. 9.) And can yeu expect:
to be saved aud be happy while you continu¢ in your
sins, that makes you so miserable! Youw must certainly
know that also cannat be, lect men say as they please a-
bout all as being saved; for Christ is not the mibister of
sin, neither eame he (methinks) to sawe men in their
sins, but from their sins. But some say, my soul, ia case
I still continue in my sins will be annihilated or die, as
well as my body. If you have such a preacher) asle him

to shew the place in God’s word where it is so recordeds

We read that the subtil serpent told old mother Eve she
should not surely die, when' God's revealed word had
said, Thou shalt surely die. (Gen. ii. 37. & iii. 4) Now
such like contradictions are found recorded in our bibleg
but if we attend ta the places we shall find the speakers
are, God and his enemy: and we have a number of de«
monstratians that shew us the event, or whose word was-
true—And I cannot advise you my friend to trust tosuck
an assertion: and as to that there is nothing in religion,
&c. It ix an old maxim, there canhot be so much smoke

without serae fire. Depend uson it, my friend, there is:

a divine reality in tsue Religion; even together with this

divine Revelation I have been speaking of, for God has

been wont ta give the Holy Ghost to those that really a-

bey him in his word, (see Actsv. 32.) to console their

souls and tp assist them in the self-denial road, &c. This
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you in part also must certainly know, as for instance, I
will suppose you have been used to tell the truth in mat-
ters you know, and here is a circumstance that truth
will be against you,and you tell a positive lie; will you
feel in your mind on due reflection and meditating on
God’s word and the consequences of that lie, as you
would in case you had spoken the truth? Surely not.—
Now do you go and confess that lie, and take all the
shame to yourself, and consent to take the punishment,
and make good the damagcs, that lie has done, and sat-
isfy your father that you will do so more; and will you
not feel more tranquil in your mind, especially in case
your father tells you he forgives you, and still loves you,
&e.?

So our heavenly Father has promised, and does in fact
'do, to the humble believing penitent, who cries for mer-
cy: and have we one instance in all the scriptures, that
Jesus ever finally turned any one, of any.age, nation or
colour, that in earnest humbly applied to him—Therc-
fore, as it is a thing certain, that we have a. soul that is
inVisible, so itisa thing certain, that the soul.that en-
joys the divine favour, has a certain enjoyment; and that
there is, in fact, a divine reality in ‘true religion.—And
if you are not happy, my friend, in your soul, it is your
own fault—~God has given you a soul, that must exist in
happiness or misery; which soul, by its faculties God
has given it, is accountable: he has given you -ears to
hear, and a tongue to spcak, and ask for such things as
you need: he has also revealed lis will and your du'y;
and also provided for you & Saviour, and has told you 1a
his word how you are to conduct in order to bc happy;

Q2
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and if you are not happy, your mouth will be stopped .
before God in the great day of account.——e

These things you do know; and in case you wish to.
know Real Happiness, I seriously advise you to attend
to'God’s word, or revealed will: read it, and pondesr is.
well; that teaches you to pray to him for what you ean--
not do without.—And not only read it, but believe it as
a divine Truth, a matter of fact: and: believe no othep-
scheme opposed to it, even if your father has believed
it, and tells you to believe it;—and not only believe it,,
but also obey it~as faith without obedlence, will do yow
no real good.

As I one day lay on my bed, I cast my eyes on my
window—I saw a number of flies of different sizes,
strength, ﬁguz e, &c. also occasionally there came in a
bumble-bee, a hornet, wasps, &c. Now the flies were
chiefly at the bottom of the window, and appeared all
crawling upwards; some would help themselves with
their wings; but I observed, generally when the fly was
in the middle or main of the pane, and attempted to use
his wings to help hxm up, his head would be agains®™he
glass—And altho’ many of them, by fluttering, &e¢.
would get upwards, some farther, and some less, they
ncarly all would tumble down before they reached the
top of the pane of glass or window. 1Vhen the bumble
bee came on his heft, altho’ be made a great noise (so
as (o affright the flies) with the strength of his wings,
&c. yet he wonld keep his head against the glass, and
soon fall to the bottom, and sometimes down on the floor
[and several 1 have killed in that situation.] YWhen the
hornct came on (as they eat flies) the flies in the open
part of the glass would soon retire, gencrally to the
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edge of the glass; some he would catchy and others he
would affright away that I saw no more of them. The
hamet also, in case he attempted to get upwards by the
glass, would keep his head-against it, and fall—and some
of them I have killed. And much 8o of the wasp. I
also observed that when the flies got close to the wood
of the sash of the window, or on the sash, they would
crawl up. with apparent ease, even te the top of the win-
dow, and on to the plastering abeve, &c. But the bum-
ble-bee, hornet, &c. would never attempt that path: whe-
ther they were too proud, or too big, to go in that npar-
row road, or disdained it, or what, I could aot tell; so it
was. I alsoobserved that when the flies would leave
the sash or the narrow streak just by it, which they often
would do, and attempt to crawl up the open glass, they
would fall er be caught by the hornet, or fly away, &c.—
My curiosity led meto inspect the cause, of the flies’
crawling upshe glass while on that narrow edge so near
the sash, with such ease, as before observed: and on
close inspection I found that the painter in painting the
sash (as his paint was white, and near the colour of the
glass, was hardly perceivable) had let his brush jusy
touch the edge of the glass, and . had dried on, and was
not so slippery as the rest of the glass, and the flies had
a good road; but by the steady hand of. the painter, it
was as straight as the sash was jointed, and extremely
narrow—so I found the cause.

On reflection, saith [ within my mind; What may be
learned by these insects! Why may I not moralize a lit~
tle, as well as great men of learning? Well then, what
a comparisen will the flies bear with the kuman racel
All are creatures: all the odds in fact, is, man has reason
as well as sight; and had the flies reason, they might al}
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have seen how easily their fellows got up when en the -
sash or the narrow strip by it; consequently, in case they
had reason, their destruction was their own carelessness
or inattention to the road left for them. (As the gift of
reason makes accountability, and the soul immortal.)—
And how does the glass represent the world of proba-
tion! wherein are slippery places, and false appearances

of safety. How does the top of the window and the up-

per plastering, hold out the idea of another state of per-

fection! And how does the narrow strip represent

Christ as a sash, and the narrow strip made so straight

by the painter, represent divine Revelation, or the nar-

row road of morals just by Christ—both being fitted by

the great painter of the universe, and closely connected

~And how does the hornet suit the character of the de-

vil! and the wasps, the wicked spirits: as also the bum-

ble-bee, false teachers, great philosophers, &c. that make

so much noise in the world, and have no nd¥on to go on

the narrow road, or on the sash: theyi want to see and be

seen, &c. I have not room to enlarge.

Our scriptures and our Lord tell us of false gods, and
Christs, of false spirits, and of false prophets and tea-
chers, &c.—Consequently, there must be false systems,
false doctrines, false customs, false ideas and concep-
tions, &c.—and in the proportion of their melignany
or sin: so will be the consequence of their errors. But
all this does not by any means prove that there is not in
fact ene true and living God, and system of Religion
that is true and matter of fact, but rather proves in fact
there is a true ‘God, &c. Therefore, I will close this ad-
vice with the poet’s wordsi—
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Have communion with few,
Be intimate with one,
Deal justly with all,
Speak evil of none.

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: “Fear
God, and keep his commandments; for this is the whole
duty of man: for God shall bring every work into judg-
ment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or
whether it be evil” Eccl. xii. 13, 14,

FINIS. : -



ogizeay GOOgle
C




LIST OF. SUBSCRIBERS’ NAMES.

STATE OF RHODE-ISLAND.

Rev. HENrY BuRrDpick, Newport, 8 Copies,

Abigail Sears, do.
Atthur Flagg, do.
Arthur Flagg,jr. do. 2
Jed. Clarke, do. 2
Deby Greep, do.
Anna Rogers, do.
James Meriott, ' do.

Clark Burdick, do,

"Ann Cartwright, do,

Catherine Burdick, do.

Charlotte Davis, do.

Job B. Clarke, Esq. Hopikinton.
Rev. Abram Coon, do. 8 copies.
Dea. Daniel Babcock, do. '

) Joseph Potter, Esq. do. 8

Mr. Joseph Maxson, do. 16
Dea. Wait Clarke, do.
Christopher Saunders, do.

Peleg Babcock, do. "2

R. & B. Babcock, do. 8
Elisha Stillman, do.
- Rogers Crandall, do.
Arnold Saunders, do.

Joseph Stillman, jr.  dv.



192

Maxson Lampher, Hopkinton.
Wm. B. Maxson, do.

Joshua Clarke, do.
David Stillman, do.
Clark Burdick, do.
Isanc ‘Saunders, 34, do. -
Clark Hiscox, do.
Walter White, do.
William Sheldon, . do.
Elisha Lampher, do. 2

Ichabod Burdick, do. 2
Benjamin Green, jr.  do.

Thomas Lewis, do.
Samuel Lamphere,  do.
Zebulon Stillman, do.
Hezekiah Lamphere, do.
Clark Saunders, do.

Col. Nathan Potter, Westerly. 2
Daniel Babcock, jr. do.
Matthew Potter, Richmond.
Thomas Perry, do.
Oliver Davis, _ do.

Dea. Joseph Stillman, Westerly., 8
Jesse Maxson, jr. do.

Simeon Shusick, do.
Dea. Wm. Stillman, do.
John Langworthy,  do.
Benjamin Green, do.

Ephraim Hiscox, jr. do.
Samuel Saunders, do.
Eld. Matthew Stillman,

[*«* Their places of residence may mot all be correct.]




193

STATE OF CONNECTICUT.

Rev. Thomas West, New-London.
Zebulon Rogers, Waterford.
Jonathan Rogers, do.
Ezekiel Rogers, do.
Christopher Lewis, do.

Susanna Rogers, do.
Paul Rogers, - do.
Clark Rogers, do.
Lester Rogers, do.
David Rogers, do.
Richard Jerome, do.
Ezra Harris, do.
Robert Clark, do.
Zebulon Rogers, jr. do.
Paul Beebe, do.

Silas Crandall, Montville.

STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS.
Abijah Babeock, Blanford, 8 copies.

STATE OF NEW-JERSEY.

Rev. John Davis, Cokansey, 8 copies.
Jacob West, do. 8
John Swinney, do. 8
Evan Davis, do. 8
Job Ayars, do. 8
Samuel Davis, do.
Jedediah Davis, do.
Elias Ayars,  do.
Ebenezer Ayars, do.
Abel Shepherd, do.
Joshua Ayars, do.
Rees Ayars, do,




194

Mahlon Davis, Cohansey.
Beulah Davis, do:

Joel Dunn, Piscatgway, 8
Jonathan R. Dunham, do.
Isaac Fitz Randolph, do. -
Archibald Dunn, do.

Peter Dunn, do. 8
James Clawson, do.
David Dunn, . - do,

Manning Dunn, do.
Dea. Lewis Titsworth, do. 10
Jonathan Martin, do. 2
Jercmiah Dunham, do.
Nathan Dunn, do.
Phinehas F.-Randolph, do.
Barzilla Dunham, do.
Barzilla F. Rendolph, de.
David F. Randolph, do.
Francis Drake, do.
Phinehas Duna, do..
Jona. F. Randolph, do.
Phinehas F. Randolph, do.
Abtaham Dunham, do.
Rebecca Drake, do.
Edmond Davis, V. Brunswick, 2
Ephraim Davis, do.
Josiah Davis, do.

STATE OF NEW-YORK.

Rev. William Satterlee, Berlin, 8 copies
Dea. John Green, do. 6

John Hubbard, do.

Jared Stillman, de.



195

James Hukbard, Zoriin.
Isaial, Hall, do.

Dea Jarmes Green, Stcnhenzoust, 8
Stephen Coen, FReigvsburgd, 8
Josbua Webs, Bridgewater, 2
‘Blias L. Langwarthy, do. -
-Reuben Wilcox, Waitestawn, 2
James-M, Miller, Urica.
J4nna Huntington, da.
Samuel L. Pajp, Paris.

Silas Speancer, Sengerficld.
Alfred Maxson, Plainkeld.
-Gharles L. Burdiek, do.

Dea, Phinehas Bupdick, do.
Willet Stillman,, do.
Richard Clarke,. do.
Joseph Clarke,, do.
Benjamin Wigden, Zsiichfield.
Richard Smith, do.

Rev. David Davis, Deryyter, 8
Sylvester Crumb, jr. da.
Widow Mapy Truman, Newfors.
Widow Anpa Truman, do.

DPaniel Truman, do.
Ezra Stillman, do.
Samucl Lewis Preston, do.
Rev, Davis Rogers, do.
Silas Rogers, do.
Joseph Truman, do.

Willet Clarke, Henderson, 2
John D. Clarke, do.
Elisha Crosby, Jdams.
Sylvester P. Clarke, do.




& =T

PR

Doct.

196

Lodawick Salisbury, Adams.

Sela Burdick, do.

Benjamin Barney, Henderson.
* Sylvanus Barney,

Christopher Greenleaf, do.

Samuel Babcock, Brookfield, 8

Benjamin Colegrove,
Saunders Langworthy,
Abel Burdick,
William Utter,

Reynolds Greenman,

Stephen Clarke,
Ethan Clarke,
Clarke Maxson,
William Davis,
Oliver P. Clarke,
Asher Huntington,

" Hazard P. Clarke,

Ethan Clarke, 2d,
Ely Colegrove,
Elisha Burdick,
Charles Babcock,
Samuel Burdick,
William Franklin,
Joshua Whetford,

Dea. Joshua Maxson,

Jonah Taylor,
Samuel B. Clarke,
Augustus Saunders, jr.

Doct. Eli S. Bailey,

do.

do.
do.
do.
do. 4
do.
do. 2
do.
do.
do. g

* do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do. 4
do. 2
do.
do. 2
do.
do.
do.
do.

do,

PP T San



CONTENTS.

HISTORICAL Introduction, &ke. = <

Newport Church, (R.I.) - e e .
Hopkinton Church, R.I. - - -

Piscataway Church, N. J.
Cohansey Church,N.J. - - - -
Burlington Church, Con.
Berlin Church, N.Y. - - - -
Woaterford Church, Con.
Brookfield Church, N. Y. - - -

Deruyter Church, N. Y. - . - -

Virginia Churches, &c. - - - -
Recapitulation, or Sum Total of Members &c.
General Observations as to Tenets and Morals,
‘Their General Conference, - - - -
External Fellowship, - - - -
Arguments on Baptism, - - - -
Arguments on the Sabbath,
€onclusion, - - -

(3 ]
1 ]
3
]

PAGE,

20

- 25

31

- 36

39

- 43

46

- 48

55

- st

59
61
68

- 87

103

- 125

163



bigizes oy GOOG] @
C




ERRATA.

Page 15’ line 25, for 13.5, read’ more,

21,
29,
51,
73,
108,

9, for 1778, read, 1773.
23, for Newtights, r. NewHghts.
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Notice.

THE writer of the foregoing work has it in contems<
plation (in case Providence should give leave, and suit-
able encouragement should appear) to publish what he
callsy A SCRIPTURAL AND REASONABLE SYS-
TEM OF RELIGION; in chapters; wherein all the
most important points of the Christian Religion will be
treated on—The chief of which he has now by him in
manuscript, written some years ago. It will contain a-
bout 300 pages, duodecimo, and if well bound and let-
tered, will come, to subscribers, at 1 per copy; and the
common allowance to these that subscnbe for a large
number of eopies.

The work might be published in the course of next
winter—But whether it is ever published, or not, (at
least, in the author’s life-time) will altogether depend
en the patronage it gains, and the reception the History
meets with, &c.

In case any gre disposed to encourage its publication,
‘they will please to address a line to the writer,
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